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JOHN RICHARDHON: HIS HOUSE AND GARDEN.

BY ROBERT TRACY JAOKRON, CAMBRIDGE, MAES.

Presented for publieation, Dotober, 1604,

Having been requested to prepare & notice of my friend the
late Mr. Joha Richardson, and bis garden, for the Transactions of
the Hociety, I undertonk the writing with pleasure, a8 it seemed
that some adequate deseription should go oo record of thie
remarkable man, his interesting house and garden, all now a
memory only, for their material presence 8 a thing of the past.
He wase =z rare old man, it was a rare old howse, and a rare old
garden, and it was my privilage to know them intimately.

The Olivers who in eclonial times bailt and lived in the old
Richardson, or Everett liouss, as it is vavally ealled, were inti-
mately associated with the nwnera of many famous old houses in
Cambridge and Medford, sc that some account of these honses
and their owners is aleo given,

I would express my warm thanka to kind friends whe have
given me information, especially Mra. Alonzo Pronty, a relative of
Mr. Richardson’s; Mrs. £ R. Howard; and Honry M. Spelman,
Esq., of Cawmbridge, who sought in the Registry of Deeda for
facta in regand to the Lowell and other landa, A ligt of obituary
notiven of Mr, Richardson, and references made use of, ia given
at the end of this paper. '

Me. Hrcosarpson asp His Fawmny,

The late Mr John Richardson, well known ae a skilfol hosti-
culturist, and especially known for the choice seedling peoniva
that he rnised, wae born in Boston the 18th of Febrnary 1785,
and died in Dorchester the 22nd of Beptembor 1887, in the
ninetieth wear of his age. He was a “remarkable man, ...
whether we consider the versatility of hia gifts, his extensive
reading and wonderfu]l memory, the unasual refinement of his
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nature and tastes, or the uprightness of his character and the
purity of his life” (Obituary notice, 8). Simple, without ostenta-
tion, he was a man of marked individuality of character, viva-
pious, orginal, of quaint persomality, s gentleman of the old
school in the best sense of the word ; beleved by his intimates,
respected by all.  He left a [asting impression on those who
knew him, He was very gunerous to charities, as attested by
those who had good reason to know, One day he greeted his
pastor’s danghter with tha worda: —“T saw you coming, so
brought down my purse to save the tronble of going np for it.”

The accompanying portrait is from a daguerrentype taken in
Dorcheater, tha 25th of September 1851, he being then in his
fifty-fomrth year. The siznature, however, 8 from s manuseript
gignature written in 1887, & few monthe before hie death. For
the loan of the daguerreotype reproduced, aleo for access to the
interesting old account booke and brief disiy of Mr. George
Richardaon, ronning from 1819 for some twenty-five years, and
for many facta in regard to Mr, John Richardson, I am indebted
to his relative, Mm. Alonzo Prouty, who was an inmate of his
hemsehold for some sevanteen years.

Jobn Hiehardson wes of the sixth generation descended from
Thomas Richardson, one of three hrothers who came over from
England about 1636. This branch of the fumily lived succes-
sively in Chartestown, Woburn aud Tancaster, in that portion of
the town which latar hevame part of the town of Princeton.
{Vinton). Joho Richardson, the youngest of several children,
was the son of William aod Bnrsannah Richardson, hia mother's
maiden name being Susaonah Walker! The children were,
Thomaa B, settled in Tiflin, Ohio, and died at the age of eighty;
Nichalaa Boylston, s merchant in Hayd; Williem, settled in
Richmund, ¥irginia, and died at about seventy years of age;
Busan Boylatom, born about 178h, died 3 Augnst 1832, aged

1 Williwn Richsrdeon Jr. (son of Wm. and Esther (Joslln) Richardson)
marriud Susannah Walker, 12 Nov, 1778, (Vital records of Drineeton),
Vinton saye (p. 017), that William's wife was a Miles, This, Mrs. Prouty
aasares me. la an error, There was s lady, Mary Miles, who lived with the
Richardsons, and was called Aunt Miles, though not & near relative, which
pechapa, gove rise to the error; she b8 burled in the famlly lot at Forest
Hills cemetery. There la oo evidenee for two wives,
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forty-seven ; Dudley, born sbout 1788, died 8 Nov. 1808, aged
nineteen ; Gleorge, born sbout 1794, died 16 May 1861, aged
sixty-five; and John, born 1798 (fromn Vinton, combined with
records from monoment at Forest Hills cemetery, and Suffolk
deeds). William Richardson, the father, came from Princeton,
Masa., and was a dry goods merchant, making a special feature
of silk. He lived and had his store at 85 Cornhill, on the south
corner of Williams Court, colloguially known now as Pi, or Pie
Alloy {Figs, 5, 6). The vame Corshill was retained until 1824,
when it with other parts of the same etreet received the name of
Washington strest.  William Richardeon appears at this loeation,
85 Corohill, in conjunction with Dudlay Walker, in the Boston
Directories of 1TY6 and 1798; in directoriea of 1800-1816 he
appears at the same location by himself, and in 1818 his son
Nicholag appeara at the same location and in the game business,
As shown by probate records Nicholas was a partner of his
father's before the latter's death. Tater he went t¢ Hayd, as
ghove atated.

This old lovality is intereating as a part of old Bozton as well as
the birthplace and early home of Mr. John BRicharduon, so that
records of the salea are introduced here, They were kindly sup-
plied to me by Mr. Spelman. Joseph Ford of Boston sold to
William Richardson and Dudley Walker, merchants, both of
Boston, the estate No. 65 Cormhill, 26 Augmet 1788, (Suffolk
Records, Book 154, p. 117). A sketch of the land ae described
in the deed is given in Fig. 8. There waa a brick honse on the
premises and the consideration was 87 000, Dudley Walker
gold his half to Willlam Hichardsoo, 1% April 180 {Book 197,
p- 260), Williain Richardeon sold o Gardiner Greene, of Boston,
gentloman, on 18 December 1806, oonsideration 820,000 (Book
197, p. 260). Gardiner Greene reconveyed to Richardson on 17
February 1808, William Righardson died intestate 1 [lecember
1815, His inventory inclndes a mansion houee, #15,000, His
heire are not nsoed i the probate records, but on 22 December
1819, Thomas B,, William, (George,Susan B, John and Nicholas B.
Richardson convey to Bamuel Fales (Book 268, p. 168), reciting
that they are heirs at law of William Richardson, deceased. In
that deed the passageway ia called Williams Court ; the Winthrop
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F16, &.—From Reaner's map of Boaton io 1722 "' A. The 0ld Chorch, 18560 ' =site of
the present Roper'e Boilding. ' C. Old Bouth [Chureh), 106077 ¢ B, Chjurelh of
England, 1688, =Kiwgn Chapel. "E. French [Charch), 176" “a. Town House®
=0l State Flaoka. "t Governors ose” " Bishop's Allley] " = Hawley St.
pltee 1800, " Comman BE, [aer 183, and] Treamont 86" =Tremout 8L, “Coopers
Afllay slnoe 163 and] Mackrell L|ana]” sines 1780=Kilby Bt. " Hillleras 1[ane]"
=Hraitla St sinee 180, “Hing S = State Bt since 1788 " Laverett Liane] =
Congrees 8t alnce 13M. “ Marlbroupgh Bt [and] Corohill ' = Washington 8t since
1824 * Podding Liann] " =Devonshire 8t ainca 1784, *'Qoesn 81" = Coart 8t
simee 1784, " Rawsons Llane] "' = Bromfield 8t, aings 1809, Bavages Court, aftor
178 Williama Court, mow ¢ollaguloly known as Fi, or Ple Alley. The éntrance
archiwny to Willlams Court from Cornhill slnce 1732 has beso called Webster's
arch mod Hes above the latter b, in the word Oernkill, (Ohenge of narees from
Nomenclature of Btraets, oy of Boston, 1878,  {ompars Fige. 6-7,)



