BIOGRAPHY OF REV. JACOB
SMITH KESSLER, OF
THE CHURCH OF THE
UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649385775

Biography of Rev. Jacob Smith Kessler, of the Church of the United brethren in Christ by I. L.
Kephart

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



l. L. KEPHART

BIOGRAPHY OF REV. JACOB
SMITH KESSLER, OF
THE CHURCH OF THE
UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST

ﬁTrieste






BIOGRAPHY

oF

REV. JACOB SMITH KESSLER.

{1 THE

Church of the United Brethren in Christ,
AUTOBIOGRAPHY,

/
Y REY. L. I. KETOANT,

WITH A SERMON BY THE COMPIILER.

PURLISHEDR WY THE PUHLIEHISG COMMITTEE OF THE ¥asl
PENNSTLVANIA CONFERESCE OF THE CHURCL
OF THE UFITFEFD HRETHNEY 1IN CHRIZET.

DAYTON, b.:
W. ol Blhiues, Pubilishing Agomr.
1867,



T the Publishing Committce of the East Pennsyl-
vauta Conference:

lean Dreroues:—

A pernsal of the sceompanying maniseripls will give yoo «
knowledge of the manner jn which I bave secomplished the worle
you sommsilbed o my booeds, Nooe oot be mote fully sware of
thi fact that i€ i3 bat fmpernfetly dene, than am I That it sould
hirs beon dispatebed with much more ability and complelonos,
hnd it bean committed to other Laods, 1 feel vary well assured
norum T owilling to admit thet i as well done as it might hnve
haon. even by myseld, under more favorakble cireumstances,

T'he combering cares thal ever hang aronnd the mind ef the
pastor, enveluping and burdening kis mentel powers like s gloowy
clond, together with the many intarcuptions to which he is always
exposed—ealled wpon st sll howes, either to entertain n firiend,
visit the sick, or ofliciate at funerals, &o, &e—must, to o very
great extent, disgualdify him Gor dhe eflicient discharge of dulles of
% literary charnster,

Conseions, however, of the facd thal, weder the efrmimadanees, |
Tiave done the best | eould, anil boping thei your expectations are,
i part, raalized, I commit the mansseripis to yow, for whatever
dizpozition you may deem best caloalnted G do justice Lo the doad,
and further the inleresta of one hely raligion.

Very respestiully,
Your brother in Oliriat,
1. L, KEPHART.

Hoswmepsrows, Ta, Febiraacy, 1867,



PREFACE.

In prezenting this bingraphy to the publie, the objeet i 1wo-
Told ;

T. A desire to do jnaties to one who lived, labared and diod
among ns, by giving an nnvarnished history of the pnaclfizh,
pious, devoded Tife snd  efliciont lalors of o plain, unazsuming,
mrahle minister of tha gospel of Jesns (Christ.

2. A hopo that by the perosal of its pares othera may be ctim-
ulated to perseverance and self~deninl in the dizoharge of e dutices
of the ministry, aod the canse of witnl godliness, evangelical
eonversion, and the new birth be strengtbencd

That Mr, Kessler waa tealy o spinilunt mwan, aud Lhat the love of
Giod in biz sn] prompted him to a 1ife of holy meal and steiet 2elf-
deninl, a3l must feel wall assured who peruse these pages. That
his Inkenrs were very efficient, and he & very suepezaful minister of
the woapel, the resder will feel well sssured; Lhe mors esperially,
when e remambers the dissdvantures under whick he g6t out, snid
the many obstaches and Tnowmbranees with which he kad o gon-
tend and with which he was go frequently harrassed, during the
whola of his ministeria]l Vife. Wor will it be denied thag the
Uaited Brethren Chureh, which he served se long and o fuith-
fully, avsl on which he reflectad 5o gread honor, by ks VELY 4XErp-
Lary life and eflicient Tabors, wnd by whicl bo was so poocly oo
peasated, owes Lim a lasting debt of gratitade. [0 will be seen
that he spent twenty-slx vears in the active ministey, in which
timoe: he traversed and re-dvaverseidl noearly the whole of eastern
Pennsylvania—atter pushing his way inte new districts, wlhere
the WTulted Hrethren Chorel was unknown—nor did he, in many
inglancas , abandon suel places, undil ha biad =ucceoded in pors
manently establishing the Chureh there. To him sed othors,
who were, in spirit and Jabors, the same sz be, the Cliureh s io-
iebted for tho great progress il haz made inopastern Ponnaylvanis

L



4 FREFACE.

gimee the yonr sighteen hundred and thirty,  And who that intel-
tigenily compares the strength and efficiency of the United Breth-
ren Choroh in this seetion, ab the time Mr. Wessler first reaeived
lieense to preach, with its prozent strength and efffelency, Bul Le-
comes deaply aensible of the greal progress she hias mada sinec
that day. And what minister oe member of the ehurch, conseious
of this rapid sdvaneenf the chireh of kis ¢hoice, bul feels bhank-
ful to God and takes eonrage despite Lho whinimgz of a fow
eronloers, Who ace ever longing afier “the  good old et
Thanks be o (Giod, the United Brethren Chogrech doca mnve, and
wutver i bhe right direction—in the dicection of vital godliness,
stripped of fanaticizm, and seasoncd will intellizenee and charity,

Withont elaiming for il any werits of s lileriry character, thiz
little volwme i committed to the reading pallic in general, and Lo
the ministers and members of the Uniied Breethron Choreeh in opar-
tienlar, with the Tope that its defects wwy be viewed wiln bhe oype
of churity, awl its pages perosed with intergst and profit.  While
thare doubtless are in the work puwny 1hingz at which some may
eavil—aomie defects suMiviently glaring to borerify the eritie—und
while it may be wholly incapalile of intereating the fistidious nov-
elist or silly romaneer, yet we fool well assared that the sober, in-
telligent reader, while he anny discover defects in bhe compoaition,
will mol [ail Lo sdmire Mr. Kesslor's ansalfieh zeal, approve Qi de-
voled piety, and be moved with asincers desive todiethe same tran-
quil, grigmphant death,

With the sineers desire that 1L muy contribule something i the
palze of vital godliness, this Bingraphy s snhmitted to the reading
pubbiciu zeneral, and the tay and zlerical members of e Toited

Tirethiren Church in poartioniar
L. L E.

HgumeLstows, Pa., Felbruacy, 1807,
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INTRODUCTION.

A word respecting the circumstances that
gave rise to this biography, and the mauner in
which it has been brought forth, is deemed
neceszary, by way of introdoetion. By perus-
ing the volume it will e zeen that many of
the Inter years of Mr. Kessler's mipisterial life
were spent on stations, instewd of  clveuits.
Although hiz labors and duties, as o stalioned
pastor, were arduous, yet he fonud himself,
alimost every day, in possession of a [ew lei-
sure moments.  Being, as he truly was, pos-
sessed of a very industrious, cuergetie nature,
he =oon became anxious lor some excrelse to
which he might profitably devote those mo-
ments.  After meditating upen various proj-
ects, le finally determined to devote them to
the work of wriling out a history of his life,
He commeneed the work, and continued it from
time to time, as opportunity aflorded, until the
last year that he laboved in Lancaster City,
when he ceased writing, having brought the his.
tory of his life down to that vear. These
manuzeripts he deposited in his lbrary, where
they remained until after his death. They



