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INTRODUCTION.

=

In 1908 the State TForester published, under the title
“Forest Mensuration of the White Pine,” a booklel contain-
ing most of the data on the white pine included in this bulletin,
A second edition was published in 1811, and as that is now
exhauzted a thind edition seems necessary,  Since Uwe origmal
investigation of the white pine was made the Department has
alzo collected similar data on ather speeics, amd the Depart-
ment of Forestry ot Harvard University bas in s research
work published a large smount of information along similar
lines. Tt seemed to the Commiszioner of Conseryation that
these tablez, many of which are very valuable and interesting
to the forest owner, should be mode available for use of the
general public by meluding them with the original material.
Dircetor R. T. Fisher of the Harvand Forest has very graciously
aceopied this suggestion, and has turned his material over to
us for use in this bulletin, To Mr. H, O. Cock, M.F., the
author of the original bulletin on white pine mensuration, has
been s=signed the task of compiling and editing the present
publication.

WM. A, L. BAZELEY,

(wmmissioner of Conserpaiion.,
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FOREST MENSURATION.

THE BOARD FOOT.

The unit of measure on which sawed lumber is almost uni-
versally ol in the United States is the board foot, which is
a board 12 inches square and ©inch thick., In sontheastern
Massachuzetts, however, they have a practice of sawing
lumber five-eighths inch thick, and they eall a board foot o
board which 15 12 inches square and only fivecighths inch in
thickness, The varation iz often the cause of some misun-
derstanding by those who ore ignorant of the local system.
The number of board feet in any given picee of lumber is ob-
tained by multiplying the product of the width and thickness
in inches by the length in feet, and dividing by 12.  For
instance, o plank 8 inches wide, 2 inchos thick, and 12 feot
long will Rgure ss follows: 2" x ?‘; X Hr:m bissrd: Toat:
Professional sealers have a board rule which is laid across the
width of a board, and on the rule are given the board-feet
contents of that particular width and length, provided it is
1 inch thick. I, however, it happens to be thicker, say 13
inches wstend of 1, the seale as indieated on the rule must be
inereased 50 per cent to allow for the additional thicknesa,
The zealing of sguarc-cdge lumber with straight and parallel
sides is & mere mechanieal process, but it happens that most
of our native lumber cut in Massachuszettz is sawed through
and through, with the bark left on the edges.  Suech lumber s
narrower on one face than on the other, and the board is




