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When Dty whispers lew, Thou meit,
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15586—To our yoke-fellow, Jonx Carvin LEsrNED,

whosze Faithfulness is working Faith in
many.

1804—~Giood greeting to him pow,in the pew light!

1915—To Hewry MarrTix SiaxoxNs, beloved com-

vade, also in the light, apother laborer in
the old days for the Faith of Faithfulness.



After Thirty-two Years

A word of explanation, perhapz of apology, is due for
this attempt to give new life to an old book,—a plain little
eollection of sernons, that and nothimg more. ARl the
chapters did duty in the pulpit before they were caught
hv the printing-press, The book was an endeavor to state
the universalities of religion, the maximum of faith with
the minimum of dogma, the perennial econditions of the
blessed life; the simplicity of the gospel of loyalty and
love, which knows not the limitations of erced or raee or
gpace or time, What it was in the beginning it 18 now; we
have not dared to try revision. Doubtless we should say
many things differently, were we to say them now, but it
dogs mot follow thal we shonld say them hetier. Any ai-
tempt to revise would be like fitting up an old homestead.
When the work is dome, it 5 no longer the old home, but
a different ope.

The little hook has had a history quite its own. Twice
the plates have heen destroyed by fire, and o third and
last set, nearly worn out, was lost in the changes of a
Chieago printer’s shop., This new edition is printed from
@ copy bearing on its title-page, “Thirty-fifth Thonsand,"”
and dated 1907, For many vears the Potts publishing
houze of New York was wont to purchase the unbound
sheets from the Chicage publishers, bind and publish under
its own imprint, and inelude in a series of devotional, life-
helping little books, Several thousands were thus eireu-
infed. Some of the separate sermons bave dome extended
duty in tract form. The little book has faced a traveling
publie in cheap editions sold at the railroad news-stands in
Great Britain, Oft-times, with a certificate inserted, il has
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AFTER THIRTY-TWO YEARS

served to keep the memory of the bappy wedding-day. It
has heen translated, in whoele or in part, into French, Ger-
man, Swedish and Italisn, Bany the kind messages about
it, We have reason to believe it has found weleome at
the bedzide of fhe sick, in the hands of the weary, in homes
of the poor, on fables of the rich. DBelievers and nom-
believers, orthadox and heterodex, Catholic and Protestant,
Jows, Christinng, Mobammedans, and representatives of the
Uriental world, have testifled to its helpfulness.

This, of course, i= joy to we. More and more it seems
as if things were done Hhrough, rather than by, their luman
agents or spokesmen, and our part were chiefly gladness
to be used. If now, in the new dress given it by an Eastern
publisher, the eollection is {o find a new eonatituency smong
the children of those whoe responded to itg first appeal, is
two authors will again be humbly and deeply grateful.

In 1900, througl the good officez of Lady Aberdeen and
Henry Drunmond, the writers were parted, and two liftle
volumes, one entitled "Blessed be Dradgery,” and the other,
“Faithfulness,” were published by Bryee & Son, Glasgow,
Seatland, with a preface by Lady Aberdeen. By her kind
permission that preface is reproduced here,

s S "

w. o6
Seplember, 1915,

And now == (bpelaber, I918 — ihin 10tle Look lax o onew, ood o
mmaring, value.  The first grool of the proface whove hnd prssed
iwnder Mr. Jenes' eye; Ted, when the seeond epme, L kind eyes
woere olosed, and e left to friends to carry ouwi his intentis,  In
the thirty twa vears thet have gobe Ly eltes the Look first appeared
hee has token o leader’s pert Ao many high cooses; bne perhaps
nothing more charasteriztically shown Lis heart aod mind ood  owill
to do than the thoughls and pheazes of s foor eormoons bere Fe-
prodmeced, = Faihfuiness, ' Teoderness)'' the ilosight that sees
"Tnity'' everyahere ond Ale genec of the CDiviene Ponediejion™
resbiog on &l things.  “*The’ Faith tlint Males FPrithful,” — the
woards are iz own, o be feund il cor secke lin thode poges. In
thean Bix Jife bs summad op = anid conginues, W. e
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Preface Written by Lady Aberdeen
for the Scotch Edition

To all of us there eome times when we are out of heart
with ourselves and with all that goes to make up onr lives,
Constant worry, endless teil, perpetual disappointments,
seem then to be our lot; we Peel onrselves unable to cope
with the evil without and within, and our belief in the “Love
which walketh in Mystery” becomes weak and Faint,

We are, perchance, looking back to times when we dreamt
how we, too, might

“Join the choir invisible
OF thosze immortal dead, who live again
In minds made better by their prezence: live
In pulses stirred to generosity,
In deeds of daring rectitude, in seoro
For miserable aims that ond with =eld,
In thoughts sublime that pierce the night hke stars,
And with their mild jersistence urge man's searvels
To vaster issues”

And our ideals may seem {dead and faded and beyond our
reach, The following chapters will teach us, if even that
be s0, how we may “idealize our Real,” how our Drudgery
may become our Blessing, how the Failores, the Buordens,
the Temptations, which we are lamenting, may prove cnr
best Friends on the upward way.

A mapieian’s wand i3 puc in oor hands and, i we will
bul eonsent to uze it, we zhall see everywhere about us in
that lot which seemed so dark but a little ago, gems and
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PRETACE

tressures inestinable which only wait to be ours by our
use of them.

The ennobling influence of powers lving dormant, it may
be, in our Friendship; the strengel, (be endurance, the
self-sacrifice flowing from true love and tenderness and
thought for others; the steadfast loyalty to all that is
highest and holiest which i3 begotlen by faithfulness to
vommon duty; the peace of God passing all onderstanding,
whieh garrisons the hearts and the lives of those who
through life and death eling to the Truth az it iz revealed
to them by the Spirvif of Christ; these are the angels shown
to us us hovering obout the path which once appeared to
ns s0 full of thorns.

We cannat read this book without leeling that such angels
are not far from every cne of our lives, however outwardly
poor and small and narrow these may seem. And we must
therefore rejoice that 11 15 destined to exercise its ministry
of high thought and helpful stimulus on this side of the
Atlantie, as well @5 on that to which it owes ils barth.

Isupen ADERDEEN.

Bordighera, Marel, 1550,



HaDDD HOUSE
ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND

June 24, 1918
Dear Mr. Jones:

Please believe that T deeply appreciate vour request,
and that gotbing would gratify me more than that vou
should reprint myv little preface o vour new edition,
for T feel it an bomor and a privilege to he in any way
assgciated with a book which has had sueh an in-
fluenee, inspiring and comforting so many.

I wrote o prefaee, or rather a foreword, to each of
the little books as published in Seotland, Pleaze do
with them what you like, Probably vou know that it
was Henry Draommond whbo areapnged For the publien-
tion of the edition by Bryce.

a " 4

We shall look forward to receiving the promised
copy of the book, for which we pray an extended
sphere of vzefulness.

Yours very sincerely,

IzsHpeEs ABERDEES axD Teaam.



