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PREFACE.

WerLe at school in France, I was often besst by my

fellow students to know the history of my father,
whom they heard was a fugitive from American des-
potism. To eatisfy their curicsity, I.wrote out the
first ten chapters of the following pages, az I had
heard the incidents related. Ouo returcing to America
last August, and finding that the parrative of my
father’s life, written by him, and published some years
ago, was ont of print, I determined to sapply its place;
and therefore have added a few mors chapters to those

written while abroad.

JOSEFHINE BROWN.

Bosrow, Maas.
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AN AMERJCAN BONDMAN.

CHAPTER 1I.

v Romee ve, and bresk the massive chaln,
The fatter'd elave that hinda;
And chock tha soreow end the pain
The wretehed nogre fnds."

Frve different biographies of the subject of the
following pages have been published, during the last
peven years,—two in the United Btates and three in
Great Britain, -Of these, one wss translated into
German, and appeared in Dresden, and another was
published in the French language in Paris. The
writer of thia, however, fancies that the relation which
ghe holds to the author of * BxETOEES 0F PLACES AND
ProrLe ABROAD,"” gives her an sdvantage over those
who have preceded her.

WinLrax WEeLLe BrowN was born on the farm of
Dr. John Young, near Lexington, Kentucky, on the

r
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15ith of March, 1815. His father's name was George
Higgine, half brother to Dr. ¥Young. The Doctor
removed to the State of Missouri, and took with him
William and his mother, the former being then an
infsmt. Dr. Young located himself in the interior of
the Btate, sixty miles above 5t. Louis, in & beautiful
and fertile valley, a mile from the river. A finer
situation for a farm could scercely have been selected
in any part of the country. With o climate favorable
to agriculture, and evil rich, the most splendid crops of
tobacco, hemp, flax and grain were produced on the
new plantation. On thiz farm, Elizabeth {William's
mother} was put to work at field service. Distin-
guished for her strength both of body and mind, and &
woiman of great conrage, Elizabeth was considered one
of the most valuable slaves on the place. Although
Dr. Young was not theught to b¥ the hardest of
masters, he nevertheless employed, as an overseer, a
man whose acts of atrocity could scaveely have been
surpassed in any of the slave States. Grove Cook was
8 large, tall man, with rough features, red hair, gray
eyes, and large, bushy eyebrows, which gave his face
the appearance of & ppaniel dog. Like most negro
drivers, Cook was addicted to drunkenness, and when
the least intoxicated, would uge the whip without
meroy upon those witk whom he came in contact.
Thie was the msn selested by Dr. Young to look after
- his plantation, and superintend its affairs.

William was separated from his mother at an early
. age, and was but seldom allowed to mee her. The
. yonng slave was taught by bitter experience the want
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of a mother's care and ecftening influence. At the’)
age of eight years, he was taken inte his master's med- '
ical office, and was employed in tending upon thq,-"
Doctor. As William grew older, he became more
serviceablo in hie new sifuation. When only about ten
years old, the tender feelings of the young slave were
much hurt at hesring the eries and screams of his
mother, and seeing the driver flogging her with his
negro-whip., As he heard the loud, sharp erack of the
lash, and the groans of her who was near and dear to
him, William felt s cold chill ran through his veina,
He wept hitterly, but conld render no asaistance.
What could be more heart-rending thar to see s dear
and beloved one abused without being able to give her
the slighteat aid? {Overseers at the South generally
pride themselves upon their ability to break the stub-
born spirit of the hegro; and the msan who shall suffer
a slave, male or female, to disobey o rule, withont
being able to flog him or her for such disobedience,
wonld be immediately discharged by the proprietor.
Ability to manage a pegro is the first gualification for
a good alave-driver. The Doctor had, among his fifty
glaves, & man named Randall, of stout frame, and more
than six feet in height, and known ae the most powerful
glave on the farm. If there was beavy work to be
done, Bandall was alwaye selected to do it; snd his
task was sure to be finished before any other person’s.
The Doctor had flogged every slave on the place but
Randall, and he would willingly have whipped him,
but that he feared the undertaking, for Randall had
often been heard to say, ''No white man shall ever



8 BIOGEAPHY OF

whip me; I will die first.”” Cook, from the time that
he came upon the plantation, had frequently declared
that he could and would flog any nigger that was put
into the field to work under him.

Doctor Young having been elected to represent his
district in the State Legislature, Cook took the entire
management of the plantation. The Doctor had re-
pestedly told him not to attempt to whip Randall, but
he was determined 0 try it. As soon aa he was sole
dictator, he thought the time bad come to put his
threats into execation. He soon begen to find fanlt
with Randall, and threstened to whip him if he did not
do better. One day he gave him & very hard task, —
more than he eould possibly' do, —and at night, the
task not heing performed, he told Randsll that he
should remember him the next morning.

On the following morning, after the hands hed taken
breakfast, Cock called out Randall and told him that
he intended to whip him, and ordered him to cross his
hands and be tied. The slave asked why he wished to
whip him. He anewered, becanse he had not finished
his task the day previcus. Rsndall said his task was
too great, or he should have dene it. Cook said it
made no difference, he should whip him, The slave
stood silent for & moment, and then said — ** Mr. Cook,
I have always tried to please you since you have been
on the plantation, and I find that you are determined
not to be pleased or eatisfied with my work, let me do
as well as I may. No man has laid hands on me to
whip me for the last ten years, snd I bhave long since
come to the conclusion not to be whipped by any man
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living.”” Cook, finding by Randall's Jooks and ges-
tures that he womld resist, called three of the hands
from their work, and commanded them to seize the
ingolent slave snd tie him. The men stood still; they
knew their follow-slave to be a powerful man, and
were afraid to grapplo with bim. As soon as Cook
had ordered them to geize bim, Kandall turned to them
end said — ¢ Boys, you all know me; you know I can
handle any three of you; and the man that Jays hands
on me shall die. This white man can 't whip me him-
self, and therefore he has called you to help him."
The overseer was unable to prevail npon them to aid
him, and finally ordered them to go to their work.

Nothing was szaid to Randall by the gverseer for
more than a week. Omne morning, however, while the
bands were at work in the field, he came into it,
sccompanied by three friends of his,— Thompsen,
Woodbridge, and Jones. They came up to where
Randall was at werk, and Cock ordered him to lcave
and go with them to the barn. He refused to go;
whereupon he was attacked by the overseer and his
companions, when he turned upon them, and laid them
one after another prostrate before him. Woodbridge
drew out hia pistol and fired at him, and brought him
to the ground. The others rushed upon him with
their clubs, and beat him over the head and face until
they succeeded in tying him. He was then taken to a
barn and tied to o beam. Cook gave him sbove one
bundred lashes with a heavy cowhide, had his wounds
washed with salt and water, and left him tied during

the night. The next day, he was untied, and taken to



