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PREFACE

Ix the course of my wanderings about the
labyrinth of life it has been my good for-
tune to find awaiting me around cvery
corner some new adventure. If these have
generally lacked that vividness of action
which to the eyve of yvouth is the very test
of adventure, they have been rich in a kind
of experience which to a mature and reflec-
tive mind has a value not to be measured n
terms of dramatic ineident.

My adventures, in a word, have been
chiefly those of personal contact with the
sort of men whose lives are the material
around which history builds its story, and
from which fiction derives all that lends to
it the air of reality.

I have had friends and acquaintances in
a score of countries, and in every station of
socicty—Lkings and beggars, viceroys and
ward-politicians, judges and eriminals, men
of brain and men of brawn.

My first outstanding adventure was with
a stern and formidable man, the captain of
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vi PREFACE

a sailing vessel, of whose ship’s company I
was one in a voyage across the Pacific; one
of my most recent was with a man not less
stern or formidable, with the man who is the
central figure in the present narrative,

The tale has been told before in a volume
entitled “Joseph Pulitzer: Reminiscences of
a Sceretary.” The volume has been out of
print for some time, but the continued de-
mand for it has called for its re-issue, The
change in title has been made in response to
many suggestions that the character of the
material is more aptly described as “An Ad-
venture with a Genius.”

ALLEYNE IRELAND.
New York, 1920,
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CHAPTER I
In & Castive NET

LONG illness, a longer eonvalescence,
a positive injunction from my doe-
tor to leave friends and business asso-
ciates and to seek some spot where a com-
fortable bed and good food could be had
in convenient proximity to varied but mild
forms of amusement—and I found myself
in the autumn of the year 1910 free and
alone in the delightful city of Hamburg.
All my plans had gone down wind, and
as I sat at my table in the Café Ziechen,
whence, against the background of the glit-
tering blue of the Alster, I could see the
busy life of the Alter Jungfernstieg and
the Alsterdamm, my thoughts turned nat-
urally to the future,
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