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PREFACE

T][IE} book proposes to give an account of the life

and work of Edmond and Jules de Gouwcourt,
brothers who achieved a wure literary partnership,
and who have remained closely aszociated in the
mind aud judgment of the puble, althoush the
yvounger of the two has lain in the grave for nearly
a guarter of a century.

The dimvdies of thelr jolnt-lmpressions, having
appesred many years atver the death of Jules de
Goneonrt, have kept his memory green and Lis unage
living, and in lis elder Iwother's work his name is
perpetually revived.,  The sensitive, vivacious, poetic
gening of Jules de Goneowt snmrvives as a permanent
wflnence npon M. Edmond de Goneounrt's work.

Their novels and works of historical research have
been and are the subjects of constant analysis
Ly all the prneipal Freneh eritics  In the past,
Sainte-Benve, Michelet, Vietor Hugo, Flaubert, de
Maupassant, and among living writers, Alphonse
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vi MREFACKE
Daudet, Panl Bourget, and Zala, have wnitten with
the warniest admimtion of their fiction, while the
“Diavies" appeal to all readers, by the extreme
pathos of the brotherly alleetion whieh they reveal,
and the penetrating obzervation of life and litera-
tureé which they recond

M. de Goneonrt has kindly given every faecility
for the wse of the diaries and letters. We have
also  to scknowledge the assistance  afforded by
M. Delzant’s admivable eritieal and  ehronological

work.
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