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BIOGRAPHY

STEPHEN GIRARD.

Mo eontribution hitherto mada in this eonntry to the great couse
of humoa charity, has excited more general jnterest, or become
more widely known, than the Beguest of Stephen Girard to estab-
lish and maintsin a College for orphans. The charscter of the
benevolence, the magpitude of the fund, end the splendor of the
building, bave all contributed to bring his institution prominently
before the publie eye, and ta make it the chject of pide to svery
citizen, and of atbraction ko every stranger.

The history of any man, whoss kind heart ¢onld conccive, and
whose vast means could seeomplish a purpose fraught with so
much good, would be interesting; but the life of Mr. Ghirard is
more than this,—it i instructive, It toaches vy what we can do
in the face of obstacles, when we are patient, zenlous, and self-re-
liant; it shows thak there is at least e partisl omnipotence about
the buman will, that can supply the want of wealth, of fricnds,
end of educstion ; but above all, it exemplifies how the hard teil
of a life-time, and the thirst for pold, may be elevated and sancti-
fied by beiug devoted to the claims of bumanity.

Although comparatively humble in his origin, and withoot the
advantages of wealth or educalion wed the influences of friends,
bo bas reared to his memory the proudest ond moet enduring of
moouments. ¥Yet splendid as is the marble strustare which stands
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8 BIOGEAPHY OF ETEFHER QIRARD.

above his remains, it yields in beauty to the moral monument
The benefaclor sloups among the orphan poor, whom bis bounty
is constantly rearing. Thus for ever present, unseen but felt, ba
daily stretches forth his @ iovisible handa ™ to lead some friendlesa
child from ignorance and vice, to usefulness and perbapa distinetion.
And when, in the fullnees of time, many bomes have becn made
happy, many orphana bave been fed and elothed and edueated, and
many men rendered wseful to thedr country ond themselves, ench
bappy bome, er resened ehild, or nseful citizen will be a living
monument to perpetuate the onme aod embalm the memory of the
dead * Mariner and Merchant.”

The retiring disposition and onchtrnsive chavacter of My, Gi-
rard, refused to gratify the curiosity, which was vot unfrequently
expreﬁse:l during bia Jifo-time, bo Jearn anmathing of hia mrl:,r his-
tory. It is mot therefore remarkable that hitherto, in the absenes
of all means of knowledge, oo reliable information, particalarly of
this portion of his lifs, bas existed, and that many erroncons state-
ments bzve been so frequently made, that Fietion hes now almost
grown to bo Fnet,  Among the provizione of his will is the diree-
tivm, that hie books and papers shall be deposited in a room of Lis
Colleze, and bo thereln carefully preserved. Fortunately these
1musty records bave affirded in a material degree the light which
has litherto been wanting, and to them the writer has been prinei-
pally indebted for the materials of this brief Biography.

Stepben GHrard wos born in Bordesus oo the 81et doy of May
1780. He was the eldcst of fve children who were descended
from Pierre Girord, deseribod in the ragistry of Baptism, mdw pre-
perved in that city, o8 a ser-captain, and Mdile. Lafarpue his wife.
" Without wishing to treapass npon tho saered privacy of domes.
tio lifa, it iz painfully evident even from the ecanty light afforded
by bia letters, that the early life of Stephen wos by no means o
happy one. In every one of the few references which sre found
in this portion of hiz history —for it was & subject that be seldom
referred to,—there 15 the some proof, that his ehildhood had no
pleasant or sweet remembrances.  Sixty-three years afterwards, lo
thus wrote of this portion of his history. *I have the proud sai-
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isfastion to know that my conduct, my labor, snd my economy
have enabled me to do one hundred timea more for my relatives,
ihan they altogether have ever done for we sinee the doy of my
Lirth. Whilo my brothers were tooght at College, T was the only
one whose cducation was neglected.  Baut the love of labor, which
has not leift me yet, has placed me in the ranks of citizens usefel
to society.” The correct conse of this unhappiness i= now difficult
to nseertain, but one reason is at least suggested in that not unfre-
quent source of similar difficnlties,—a second marriage by his fa-
ther. In a letter writtem in 1785, he thos again refers to this
period of his life. I was very young when my father married
agapin, aod since then, 1 can gay with truth, T bave made my woy
alone, with means gained from my vume, the sea.”

The early caceer of Stepben affords nothiog of particular inte-
rest. Hotering upon the active purseite of life at a period when
moat children ara yeb st school, his education was necessarily lim-
ited, but he pubsequently portislly sopplied this want, by eareful
study ased cbservation, ae iz sufficiently attested by the neatness
and aceuracy of mwany early papers in his band-writing yet in ex-
istence. )

Thue impelled by feclings of eorly disappointment, bot most
likely infiucnced shll more by that selferelinnce and persevering
ambition which were a0 characteristic of him, Stephen early de-
oided to throw himself upot bis own resgurces, and, guided no
doubt by the oceupation of his father, selected the sen s his fu-
ture means of livelihood. Tn ithe year 1764, then nob guite four-
teen years of age, ha loft his home with the comsent of his parents,
and for the purpose of woguiring & practical kmowledge of the pro-
fession be bad chesen, miled for 8t Domingn in the capacity of &
gailor on board a vessel called the * Pelerin,” eommanded by Cap-
tuin John Courtesn. Upon the termination of this voyage, which
lasted soma ten monthe, ho retormed to kis home, but soon pailed
agein for the Fromeh West Indiun possessions, between which
islands and Bordeaux he continuved to make frequent voyages in the
coursa of the next wine years. Dhuring this time he labored sssid-
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nlously to supply the want of early education, and particalarly tu
perfect himself in nantieal information.  And with such favorable
results was this industry attended, that bis last voyages were per-
formed in the capacity of firet officer, or, aa the office was then
termed in the French mercantile marioe, Lieutenant of his vesssl,

Stephen was po idler during these croises. In addition to
becoming profivient in practical navigation and pstronomy, he was
luying the foundation of his futare fortuns by carsful study of
general mercantile operations, and particularly of the products of
thege Izlands, the habitz of their people, and their mode of buying
and sclling.

Tpon hig return to hiz home at the termination of his sixth
voyage, having now obiained the requisite theoretical and practiesl
koowledge, he applied for muthority to command a wvessel. The
existing faws of Fraoee required that iz addition to a fixed period
of sea eervice, the applicsot should have made two cruizes npon &
national vessel, and shonld be at lenst twenty-five years of age.
These two latter roqoisites were wanting in his case, but the jnflu-
enca of his family waa sufficlent to obtain s dispeneation, snd after
undergoing the necessary cxamination, o license wos duly granted
on the 4th of Oetober 1773, which is yet in cxistence, giving (for
80 it reada) # to Stepben Giraord of Bordeaux full authority to act
a8 Captain, Master, and Potron of 5 Mercheant Veseel"”

The early nge ot which be attained this rapid promotion in the
fooe of limited edocation and other difficelties, sufficiently nitests
the zeal ond cnergy with which he must Lave lubored during
these ton years, and guve earnest of that decision of character and
perseveranee which so distinguished his after life.

His attention appests now for the Brst time to have been turned
to the prosceution of commercial sffuirs In concection with the
pursuit of the pen; and sk this period commences the first con-
tinuous record which is to be found among the large masy of books
and papers, the accumnlation of nearly sixty vears of active business
life, which he direeis shall be preserved im one of the rooms of
the College. This Reoord eousists of a Journal kept by bimself
in a ncat and carefol elyle, and eontsioe the invoices aud the



