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Tae census which forms the basts of the caleulations and
statements which follow, was taken near the close of the year
1847, at the suggestion and under the direction of some mem-
bers of the Society of Friends. It is believed to have heen
faithfully and conscientiously taken; and its errors and imper-
fections are to be attributed, in somse instances, to the unwil-
lingness of the parties questioned to disclose their cireum-
stances ; andin others, to the misapprehensions entertained of the
motives which led to the inquiries, The general uniformity of
some of the results, and the agreement of others, with concle-
sions derived from other data, are, it is believed, sufficient evi-
dence of its general correcinens, Such as it is—it is submitied
to the public in the conviction that it presents, so far as it goes,
a faithfud picture of the condition of our people of colour—a pic-
tare which should inspire them with hope and confidence in the
future, and encourage their friends to persevere in their efforts to
remove the distress mnd degradation which prevail ameng a
portdon of them, most of which can he distinctly traced to the
evil influences of slavery,

Philadelphia, First Monith 1st, 1849.



STATISTICAL INQUIRY,

Ir being thonght desirable to obtain ap acourate accdunt of the
number and condition of the eoloured population of the city and
districts of Philadelphia, means were tzken in the autumn of
1847, and the following winter, to obtain it. Three competent
persons were employed to take the enumeration, and to male
inquiry into the ocenpations, means of livelihood, estates, and
general condition of the people of eolour, It is believed that
the results which have been obtained are,in the main, fo be
depended upon ; and they furnish information which will be found
useful to those who take an interest in the welfire of this peaple,
The following tahle exhibits the population as thus escertained.

Meles.| Fom's.| ‘Total- |umder 8. | & ic 16. {16 io 50, | above K

Citrof Philadelphin | 3772| 5804 076| 1208] z642| sz0s| 1020
cent, 41.5¢| 58441 100, 133 181 572 113

| Bpring Garden, 359 176 #53 119 169 441 108
pr cent. 4202 £71.01] 100, 14 198 &§1.7 23
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West Philudelphis 154| 184 8s8) 78| mgf 153} g8
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The enumeration thus taken does not include the eoloured per-
sons residing in white families as domestics. In order to arrive
at the number of these, an abstraot of the returns of the Marshal
in 1820 was obtained, and the original returns of the census of
1840, were carefully examined. By these if appears that those
so situated at these several periods, were as follows,

City, Districts,

Eanerul

Males |Fems, t‘l‘ouﬂ Melea.Fam's | Tosal, Lodal,

16820 684G (1769 | 26685| 182 | 333 515 3100
1840 B37 | 2001 [ 26401 1041 H0G| 600 | 3589

Showing an increase of about 14 per cent. in 20 years, or 1% per
cent. per annum : af which rate the number of this description
in 1847, may be assumed to be 3716. If we take the number in
the Eastern Penitentiary, 83, in Moyemensing Prisag, 66, in the
Alms-house, 277, and in the Shelter for Coloured Orphans, 56,
emounting in all to 482, we shall find the actual population, as
far as this enumeration can be relied oo, to e 20,240,

This amount is prohebly less than the actoal wumber,as the
following statements seem to show. The etloured population of
the county of Philadelphiz, aceording to the officia] returns, was as
follows: '

in 1820 11,684,
“ 1830 15,579,
¢ 1840 19,831,

being an inepease from 1820 to 1830 of 31.23 per cent., and from
1830 to 1840 of 27.16 per cent.; a decreasing ratio, which, if
it still continue, should be 23.6 per ceat. from 1840 to 1860,
meking the population in 1850 about 24,600, and in 1847, about
23,000,

In the year 1837 the Pennsylvania Society for the Abolition of
Slavery, caused an enumeration of the coloured families of Phila-
delphia to be made, and as the cengus of the city itsclf was tekenby
the same individual employed in the recent one, the two make pro-
bably the same approach to accuracy. The population, accordingto
that estimate, was 13,591 ; the numbers residing in white families
may be taken at 3300, making together 16,891, The coloured
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population of the whole county in 1837, according to the rate of
increase between 1830 and 1840, was about 18,539, and the
population of the rural districts was about 1260, leaving for the
town population 17,289 ; the difference 398, is more than made
up by those in the Alms-house and prisons, who were not
comnted in the enumeration of 1837.

The rate of increase between the two enumerstions of 1837
and 1847 iz 18 per cent., while the rate from 1840 to 18560, ac-
cording to ‘the decreasing retio, computed from 1820, 1830 and
1840, should be 23.5 per cent, Several causes have probably
contributed to diminish the rate of increase of this population
within our city during the :last ten years; the chief of which are
the mobs of 1842, which drove away many of the people of
ealonr ; and the great inerease of poor emigrants from Enrope,
who have supplanted them in employments, which & few years
apo were altogether in their hands. Admitting the general
accuracy of the recent pensms, we may expect the returns of 1860
to show a popolation for the county of 23,400,

It is interesting to cxamine what conclusions can be drawn as
1o the condition of a pecple from the manner in which the popu-
Intion is distributed through the several ages. 'Where the natural
increase in least checked, the number of young persons will be
the greatest; and in proportion ay checks wpon the natural rate
of ingrease exist, whether they be those of vieicug habits—oppres-
gion—an unhenlthy climate, or o redundent population, the num-
ber of young persons will relatively decrease; as may be seen
by the following table which exhibits these proportions—the
wkhole population in each case being taken at 100.

-

Whole populatics. wider§ (onder 10) 6w 16 7 1620 above 80

Baaof
‘Eogland 1841 | 1325 | 25.20 | 22.84 | 50.33 | 13,55 :‘;m:"'
Conneaticot 1840 | 128 | 227 | 2235 | 0095 | 143 |wa
Messachusetis o 127 | 2T 218 | 639 | Il |rem
New Hampehire u 1415 | 2656 | 2481 | 48.12 | 1202 |—
Vermont . 1538 | 20, 25.02 | 48.04 § 19.86
New lgrsay " 16.02 | 2033 | 2608 | 48.81 | 0.78
Ohio 16880 | 20,02 | 36.03 | 2088 | 44,49 |1 £.63
do 1840 | 18,08 | 33.80 | 2701 | 4547 } T12
United States 1830 | 1801 | 8258 | 2680 (408 | 8.3 |38
do 1640 | 3781 | 81.38 | 26.08 { 48.08 | 7.58°|88.7
onder LL| 10 w4 | B4wdh | 30 to 55 |abave 55
Coloured, free, U. B, = | 2564 | 2331 | 16.83 | 1618 | 7.74 [20.856
Coloured Blaves, U. 8, * | 30.69 | 3141 | 1511 | 1143 | 4.12 [28.57 |
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The only ages at which we can compare the white and coloured
population of the United States as given by the census, are those
sbove and those under 10 years.

It will be seen by the above table, that the ratic whieh persons
under 10 years of age bear to the whole population, is lowest in
the densely peopled States of Copnecticot and Massachusetts,
where they form but 28.7 per cent. of the population ; while it
rises in the other States till it reaches its mawimum in Ohio in
1830, where they formed nearly 37 per cent. of the population of
that state. It further appears by the sbove table, that the per cent-
ageof slaves under ten years is greater than that of the whole United
States, and even than that of Ohio in 1840, showing apparently
that the checks upon population do not operate upon the slaves,
but that they increase as fast as the most rapidly increasing popu-
lation of the Union. A cloger examination, however, shows this
inference to be unfounded ; for we find the following te be the
respective rates of increase in the whole United States, according
to the official returns.

From 1BIC £ 1820, 1830 to 1830 IBS0 to TE4O.

"Whites 3.1 33.8 35.4
Slaves 29.1 30.6 3.1
Free Blacks 7.7 J7.28 20.85

The sudden diminution of the rate of increase of the people of
golour between 1830 and 1840, is s0 extraordinary, as to induce
the suspicion that some emror must have crept into the re-
turns of 1830, for in the second of the above decennial periods,
the rate of increase of the slaves wee 90 and of the free blacks
110, that of the whites being 100 ; while in the third decennial
period these rates were respectively 67 and 68t 100,

During the last decennial period the increese of the slaves was
only two-thirds that of the whites, so that it is elear that the large
proportion of slaves under 10 years of age iz not eaused by their
rapid increase, but that it must be owing to canses which lessen
the numbers above that ege. These causes undoubtedly are the
shorter lives of the slavez and consequently greater mortality among
the adults; and the escape and emancipation of very considerable
numbers,



It appears from the same table, thet by the returna of 1840, the
ratio of free blacks under 10 years of age to the whole number of
that population is rather Jess than that of the whites under 10 in
the slowly increasing atates of ¥ermont and New Jersey, while
the increase of that class during the preceding decennial period was
20.85 per cent ; being less than that of the slaves, When we con-
sider the extent to which the free coloured population is constantly
augmented from the emancipated end fagitive slaves of the south,
we shall see no reason to doubt that their numhers are kept down
by the greater number of derths among them, as well az by checks
upon the natural increase, much greater than operate upon the
slaves. ;

When we compare the white end coloured populations of the
large cities, the same greater mortality and shorter duration of
life: is apparent, as will be seen by the following table,

Whels papuisilon. undar Syunderif 5to 18 3 6tos0] above 30 Raca of -
— ] — | — | —— | ——— CTEL
City of Now York 1840 |15.51]26.01 | 202415033 612 renating
Gity of Phildelphin |14 |2677|3]. |56.4 | 82 B il
" col'd fam. 1847 | 14.7 [ 159] 563 B.A
Coloured population “Wto 34 | B0 35 26 035 whove 63| -
Philadelphia coznty 1830 2242 29.09/26.93) 1613 605 =m0
o B 1540 2137 27.26|27.64) 17.65| 429 2718/
Clity of New Yark 1840 20,01 124,73 2431 | 2038 54T k
City of Baltimors “* =l !ET.lEI 23, 1772 706
New Jeraay " 2781 9l05]10.28] 1485 V.01
Delaware ¥ 81.61 .20.36)16.50] 13.63| 7.9
Mzaryland including i
Baltimore £ 324 20.01[1611F 155 | 9.98
Panneylvania inelpd- ;
ing Philalelphia * T A1 308 1-1.@5 .15

The proportions which natarally exist between the varions ages
of the community, are greatly disturbed in large cities by those
who resort to them from the country to seek 2 livelihood, and thus
swell the number between the ages of 15 and 60. Thus the pro-
portionate numbers of the white inhabitants of New York and
Philadelphia, between those ages, are 20 and 164 per cent. re-
spectively greater than the proportivnate numbers for those ages
in the whole United States.

The same increase in the propertion of coloured persons between



