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PREFACE,

5 tho title of this story-book may possibly sngrest that the
tolez are old fairy tales told afresh, it séems well to explein
that this is not go.

Exeepl for the use of common * properdies” of lairy
Dyona, and o eempalons cudeavonr 1o conforio to tradition
in loenl eolour and detadl, the stories are gll new,

They lave appeared at intervals durisg rome years past
in *“*Avst Jupy's Macazive ron Youve Prorer,” and were written in conformity

to certain theories reppecting stovies of this kind, with oniy two of which slall tha
Lindly veader of prefaces Le tronbled.



vi IREFACE.

First, that there arve ideas and types, ceenvring in the myths of all conntries,
whiely nve common properties, to use whicl: does not lay the teller of fairy tales
epen to the eharge of plaginrism.  Such as the ilea of the weak ontwitting the
strong ; the failmre of man to choose wisely when be may have his wish; or the
desire of sprites to exehange their caveless and unietteved existenee for the pains
and penalties of bumanity, if they may thereby shore in the hopes of the humin
sonl,

Becondly, thet in these honselold stovies (the models for which were originally
oral fradition), the thing most to be avoided is o discnrsive or descriptive style of
writing. Drevity pnd epizram must ever Le sonl of theiv wit, and they shonld be
written as tales that are tokl.

The degree in whicl, if atoll, the followiog talea fulf] these conditions, nursery
eritics mst deeids.

Thers ave plder crities before whom fairy tales, as snely, need excuse, even if
they do net meet with positive disapprobation.

Oy this seore I ean only say that, for myself, T believe them {o be—hevond all
peed of defence—wost valuable Hterature for the young., T do not believe that
wonder-tales confuse chillren's idens of truth, If there are yvoung intelleets so
imperfeer. s to bo ineaprd.-le of distinguishing between fancy and fulzehood, it is
surely anest desirable to develop in them the power to do go; i, &z a mle, in
childhoed we apprecinte the distinetion with s viveeity which, as elders, our
care-slogzed memories fail to reeall.

Moreover fairy fales Lave positive usesin edveation, whicl no cramming of faets,
and no mevely domestie fietion can serve.

Lake I'roverbs and Pavables, they denl with first prineiples mider the simplest
torme.  They convey knowledoe of the world, shrewit Jessong of virtue aud viee, of
counnon eense and sense of humour, of the seernly and the abenrd, of pleasure and
pain, sueceess and failure, iu narratives where the plot moves lriskly and dramntie-
ally frow a beginning fo nn end.  They treat, not of the eorner of a nursery or 2
playground, but of the world at large, and life in perspeetive ; of forces visible aud
invisille ; of Life, Death, and Immortality.

For enuzes obvious to the student of early mythe, they foster sympathy with
nature, pud no elass of ehild-liternture has done so wneh to ineuleate the love o
nnintuls,
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Tliey enltivate the Tmagination, thal great gifi whick time and experience lead
ane move amdl more to value—handmaid of Fueith, of Hope, and, perhaps most of
all, of Charity !

It is true that some or the old fairy tales do mot teach the high and useful
tecsoms that most of them do ; and that they napiestionably deal now wnd asain
witly phases of grown-p life, and with erimes and calastrophes, thet seemn
unenitalle for vursery entertaimment.

Az to the latter guestion, it mmst be rememnbered that the brevity of the
narrative—whether il be n love slory or a robber story—deprives it of all havm;
a peint which writers of modern fniry tales do pot always reslize for their
guidines,

The writer of the following tales has endenvonred to bear this prineiple in mind,
and 1t s hoped that the morals—and it is of the essenee of fairy tales to have a
moral—of 81l of them are bevond veproach,

For ihe vest they are committed to the indulgence of the gentle reader.

HMans Auderssen, perliaps the greatest wyiter of modern fuiry tales, was contant
Wy

“ laey: Tare Neven Dies”
J.IL B,
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