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Prefatory Note

I A7 obliged to the editors of “ The Pall Mall Magazine,”
& The Churchman,” London, % Black and W hite,” Lordm,
% The Lady's Realm,” Londan, © The Literary World”
London, and sther perredicals, for permisiion to include in
this wolume poems which originally appeared in their pages,
and to Messrs, Hutchinon & Co, for their courtery in
gilmwing me to include the tuwn sommets, “To a- Lady
Flaying the Harp in ber Chamber,” which were first pub-
fivhed in the third serigr of & The Savage Club Papere”
I stanza F, of S The Battle's Pause,” one of the
poems in this volume, an attempt is made to paint @ picture
of what in other times war very fuamiliar in the estuary
of the Mersey — the sailing out of many merchanfmen
which bad fong been wind-bound.  This must indeed bave
been @ singularly beautifil sight o5 viewed from swch a
coign of vantage, for example, as Seacombe beack opposite



PREFATORY NOTE

te Liverpmi.  #'bat marine spectacle in these days of
steam can equal in picturerqueness the sailing-ships of the
eariy. part of the century, imposing in their propertions,
and moving majestically through the water wnder favour-
ing conditions #  WWith reference to ather lines in the same
stanza it may be mentioned that 8t Nicholar, the ancient
parish church of Liverpeol, is near the river, and i1 a
moticeable oBject from b, and that in the tarly part of
I8ig there was on extraordinarily revere froit inm the
neighbourbood of Liverpool with ice-floes on the Mersey.

w A Plea for Faith ™ was written, and its title chosen,
before [ read, both in manuscript and in progf, my friend
Dr. Gerge 8, Keith's treatise, YA Pla for a Simpler
Faith” @A Pla for a Stmpler Faith ™ war not sug-
pested by my poem.

MACKENZIE BELL,

Lonpon, Seprember 188,



