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meeting for consultation was impracticable. But, after
ample time for consideration and for advice from
sources, the publication being called for in various
quarters, letters were addressed to the members of the
Committee, appointing a time and place for their meet-
ing, and requesting every one who could not attend in
person, to communicate his views In a written reply.
Thus, a careful revision of the proposed Boston Plat-
form of 1865, was effected in the closest practicable
conformity with the instructions of the Council; and
the tevised and amended statement of Congregational
polity i= now presented to the churches by the surviv-
ing members of the Commitiee.

The isefulness of that Council, great and various as
it has been, would have been incomplete without some
testimony from it concerning the principles of church
government, and the usages in which those principles
are applied. Congregational synods in former times
have judged it necessary for them to give such testi-
mony. The synod which assembled at Caml'iﬁﬁge in
1646, and was continued by successive adjournments

©otill 1648, and to which all the churches of the New-

England colonies were invited, lefl, as a memorizl of
itsclf, that statement of Congrepationzl polity which
has ever since been called the Cambridge Platform.
The synod of Congregational churches which was con-
vened under the patronage of the English povernment
in 1658, at the Savoy in London, issued a * Declaration
of the Faith and Order Owned and Practived in the
Congregational Churches of England,"” Fifty years
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and functions of a church, and the administration of
its discipline. Many whose ecclesiastical connection
is with other portions of Christ’s universal church need
it, that thelr minds may be clear of mizinformation or
of prejudice. Especially is it needed in the new States
and gerritories where ecclesiastical institutions are yet
to be formed, and in those older States where all things
are becoming new. Wherever devout and belicving
sonls, weary of hierarchical and synodical goveraments
oxer Christ's free people, are ready to pnite In a chureh
which shall be orly Christ's, and in which they may
joviolly learn and testify that where the Spirit of the
Lord is there iz liberty, some convenient manual is
needed to show them how such a church may be con-
stitoted and governed. '

No ancient document can be wisely referred to as
being in all respects snfficient for the present need of
these churches. The Cambridge Platform, though
framed with much deliberation and much stedy of the
Seriptures, was the work of a few men, who, ina wil-
derness remote from all the Christian world beside,
were attempting to recover the church polity of the
apozstles ; and it is now more valuable as a means of
showing how little our churches have departed from
their original principles and methods, than as a guide
to the manner in which those principles are now ap-
plied and administered in the practice of theze churches.,
Indeed, there are portions of it which, to readers not
remembering its date and what questions of church
polity were then under discussion in England, or not
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viduals than from any representative body. On the
other hand, a simple statement of the two or three first
principles which comstitute the radical difference
between Congregationalism and other theories of
church government would not be sufficient.  Those first
principles are only the points of divergence between
differing systems; and how wide the divergence is
cannct be shown but by showing the application of the
principles. "A simple and perspicucus statement not
only of the principles on which our polity is founded, but
also of the usages and arrangements which those prin-
ciples have establizhed among vs, and in which, by
common consent, they are applied and made practieal, -
will be, it iz believed, of great use to our churches both
in their internal administration and in their fellowship
with each other. Such a statement is what hae been
attempted in the summary now offered to the churches
for their approval, and to all who desire to become
acquainted with the ecclesiastical principles and meth-
ods of the Congregational churches in the United
States,

The authority pertaining to any exposition of Con-
gregational polity, by whatever assembly, is wholly
unlike the authority which is claimed for the canons
enacted by the variously named assemblies of clergy
and delegates which assume to govern the particular
congregations under them. It is liftle more thana
truism to say, that the National Council at Boston had
no legislative power to ordain a new comstitution for
the churches, or to promulgate any new rules; and no



