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INTRODUCTION.

I T —

A8 the nosegay indicates the luxuriance of the
sarden, so should a selection epitomize the genins
of the poct.  Old acquaintances are reminded of
many a familiar flower, strangers are enticed to
enter. If the first may miss more than one
especial favourite, they will still feel grateful for
so mueh Dbeanty prezented to theém in small com-
pass; if the last cannot roam over the entire
domain, they are compensated by the gift of
lily or rose, % The post® wriles the all-sympa-
thetic Goethe, “i3 alike teacher, seer, the friend
of gods and men,® A more modest yet gracious
and self-rewarding fuonction is that of the poet's
inlerpreter, of one who culls choicest blossoms
of poesy for othors, pointing to the pleasance
wherein they grow.

It 15 no easy lask to review i a [ew short
page3 the poetic career of Owen Meredith and
the Earl of Lytton, one and the same person, yet
characierised by work so widely divergent in scope
and treatment as to suggest two individualities,
No less might doubtless be averred of many
another poet, but asthorship and personality in
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their ¢ase being dnited Trom Lhe onsel, such
contrasts are less strikine, With a constancy,
almost universally witnessed, a constancy often
illogical enough, the vast majonity of readers prefer
the poet’s earlier to his later utterances—Owen
Meredith to the Earl of Lytton. Sock is the
verdict 1La55|:d on most writers winning the laurel
erown in early youth, Ierhaps the world is tao
iazy, too pre.occupied, to hostow  the same
amount of thooght and E}TI'.I.'JE'th upan  their
waturer a-:]n:w:mn_n:s, it 13 so diflicul;, more-
over, to believe that the same wand can enchant
us twice over! Tot may there not in this case
be anather reason? When a writer has pleased,
his readers, tor the mast part, wish to go on
being pleased in the same way; no matter bow
aften he repeats himself, of the vepetition is op to
his standard, nothing more is expecled or asked of
him. When every new work is a wholly new
departure, the striking out of a naw path, then he is
sure, at least for a time, to forfeit popularity ; he is
ander e necessity of creating his public, Thus
it has come about that the poetic achievemenls
of Lord Lytton's maturer years still await the
lame they deserve. lun the words of an able
u"ll;'lv:I “‘The first work in which Lond Lytlon's
wenius did itself full jostice was Glemawerid, pub-
lished in 1885, By this time Owen M::n::]:th
the poct, had well-nigh been forgotten in the Earl
of Lytton, diplomatist and siatesman. The great
originality of this work, its wealth of ideas and
creation of characler, obtained no adequate recog-
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nition.”* My cndeavour has heen to malke the
accompanying selection a representalive one, re-
vealing the various aspects of a many-sided genius,
the subtle and the sportive, the picturesgue and the
reflective, the dramatic and psychological, It has
zlso been my plan to aveid frarmentanness, and
give, with one or two exceplions, only such pieces
as are complete in themselves. This arrangement
has necessarily led to the exclusion of descriptive
passages of great brilliance and beauty, but which,
cems removed from their setting, were more suited
to a volume of mere extracis.

Middle-aged lovers of poetry well remember the
pleasnre with which they hoiled the appearance
of Clyfesmnesfre, Seldom indeed has a  first
attempt securcd s youthful aunthor such poetic
rank. This noble dramatic poem, like the
Y iphigenie aul Taoris™ of Goethe, 15 no merc
echio of the old Greek drama, bul an interpreta-
tion in the modern spint of one of its most
.litriking' r:pniEuLh:E1 In the "Agamemnon,” writes
Dr. Donaldson, the gueen’s jealousy of Cassan-
dra and guilty connection with the worthless
Aipisthus, who does not make his appearance
till towards the end, are scarcely touched upon
as motives, and remain in the backerovndt In
Owen  AMeredith's (hyfemnesfra, her vacillating
lover, like DMMacbeth, ecager to reap the fruits of
crime, but shrinking from the crime itself, is a
prominent figure, the protagonist of the play, the

* See the Seofy fleview, 1857,
t+ Donaldson’s Theafre of the Grecka,
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