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' LUCRETIA MOTT.

BKETCH OF HER LIFE.

Lucreria Morr was born on the Island of Nantueket, on the
3d of First month (January), 1793. Her father was Thomas
Coffin, one of & race of ses captains, descended from the stock of
the English Admiral Coffin, and her mother, Anne Folger, was a
deseendant of Abiah Folger, whose daughter was the mother of
Beojamin Franklin. In the simple life on the quaint little ixland,
Nantucket, among & population of sailors and fishermen, most of
whom wore Friends, Lucretis formed a singularly well-poised
character. Her father, “following the sea,” left the women 1o
immanage at home, snd her mother kept a store, asasted by her
daughter, going sometimes, when Captain Coffin was away on &
long voyage, to sell in Boston the oil and candles that were staple
products of the island and purchase fresh supplies of goods.
Such duties, capably and bravely performed, made gelfreliang
womicn, &nd of that class emphatically was Lucretia Coffin. In
1804 her futher removed to Boston, “and in the public and
private schoals of that eity,” seid Lucretin, “I mingled with all
classes without digtinction.” Her father was a plain man and a
gtrict Friend. He desired his children to be brought up in the
order of the Society, and trained to habits of useful industry.
When she was fouricen he sent Luerctia and & younger sister
te a Friends’ boarding school, ai Nine Partners, in Dutchesa
eounty, New York, and there pursuing her studies with patient
zeal, she remained two years without once going home for holiday
or vagation. ' At fifteen, & teacher having left, she was made an
assistant, and st the end of the recond year she was tendered the
place of teacher, with the inducement, besides, that her services
would entitle a younger sister to her education, Her father was
then a successful business man in Boston, but with his views of
practical usefulness in life, the arrangement met his approval.
In the spring of 1809, when she was in her seventeenth year, she
joined her father's family in Philadelphia, whither they had
removed, and here, to the end of her remarkable life, she con-
tinued to reside.
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Of her parents’ family there were eight children, Lueretia
being the second born of the numwber. The eldest was Surah,
and the others were Eliza, Mary, Thomas, Muaria. Lidia and
Martha. Thomas, who eame to Philadelphia with his father, was
ao extensive tallow chandler, and also bnilt a dry dock at Kens-
inglon—the first in Philadelphia. Martha married David Wright,
of Auburn, New York, and with her husband, bore a prominent
part in the anti-slavery movement.

At the early age of eightesn Lucretia married James Mott, a
member of an old Quaker family, born upon Long Island. The
attachment was formed at Nine Partners, where he too was &
teacher,  Abouf the time of their marriage James Mol came (o
Philadelphia and engaged in business with Thomas Ceffin. It
waz then jost before the war of 1812-14.

Taerctia said of this: *The fluctnations in the commercial
world, owing to the ‘Embarge” and the war of 1812, the death
of my father and the support of & family of five children devolv-
ing en my mother, surrounded us with diffieultics. We rezoried
to various modes of obtaining a comfortable living—at cug tune
engaged 1n the dry guods busivess, and theo resumed the charge
of a school, and for another year I was engaged in teachivg.
Ong business change arose from o consclentious motive, Jumes
Mott was in the eotton busiuess, but abavdoned it in account of
itz conneetion with glave labor, thereby giving up a very comfort-
able income, the trade being then very goed. Luerctia Mott, who
bad theu four young childron, taught, and this helped to maintain
the family until her husband found employment. These times of
trinl, however, presently pussed away. - At the age of twenty-five
years she hegan to preach in the meetings of Friends, and she
pursued then, us she diligently continued throughout her life,
the habit of “scarching the Beriptures daily,” so that her
acquaintance with them beesme wonderfully complete. While
g0 many quote with inaceuracy as to words, if not sense, she was -
alwaya letter perfect. 1 pever knew any one her equal”’ snid a
member of her family, “except Charles (¥, Burleigh.” When she
began her ministey great questions; political and social, soon
attracted her attentivn. We guote substantially her own words:
" My sympathy was very early colisted for the poor slave. The
elass-buoks in school, Clarkson’s pictures of the slave-trade, Elias
Hickz' condemnation of uanrequited toil and refusal to use slave-
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labor products, had all tended to fix my opinions. The inequality
of women also impressed me; I learned at school that their edu-
cation cost the same as that of men, while they received as teachers
but half the salary. The terperance retorm early engaged my
attention, and for more then twenty years (this was said several
years ago,) I have practiced total abstinence from all intoxicating
drinks. The cause of peace hus had a shure 6f my efforts, lead-
ing to the ultra non-resistance ground that no Christan can
eansistenily uphold and actually cngage in and supporl o govern-
ment based on the sword. The eppression of the working classes
by existing monopolies and the lowness of wages piten engaged
my attention, and I have held many meetings with them and
hieard their appeals with compassion and 8 great desira for a resl
change in the systess which wakes the rich richer aod the poer
poorer.”’

In 1827 and 1828, when she was thicty-five years old, cecurred
the famous “ sepurativn” in the Society of Friends. It has been
said by an Orthodox Friend that when this event took place,
there were two persons whom they sorely grieved to part with,
und one of these was Lucretis Mott. In the words of a4 recent
memarial discourse,  Loeretin Mott believed with Elias Hicks, in
a God who did not necd the bleod aprinkled on the sacrifice, any
more than he needed the smoke that rese from the ancient holo-
caust.” ITe once said, in & meeting held i Philadelphia, “Tg
the Christ who was never crucified ; to the Christ who was pever
slain ; to the Christ who camot die, I commend you with my own
soul.” In this Christ, Lucretin Mott had unquestioning faith,
and fo the voice within she rendered implicit phedience her life
long.

Lucretis Mott was among the esrliest, as she was the gentlest,
most earnest and single-henrted ndvaestc of the anti-slavery cause,
In the Twelfih month (December} of 1833 she took an active
part ia forming the American Aoti-Slavery Society, and in the
following yesr helped to organize a local Female Antidlavery
Bociety. In the Fifth month (May) of 1838, Pennsylvania
Hall, in Philadelphia, dedicated to “ free discussion,” was burnt,
on the fourth day after its opesing. On the third day Lueretia
Mott spoke to an sudience of women within its walls while briek-
bats were coming through the windows, and the next day, while
the building was surrounded by & mab, she *exhorted the mem-
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bere of the Convention to be stendfast and solemn in the prosecu-
tion of the business for which they were ssscmbled.”

In 1840 Lucretin Mott, with William Lloyd Garrison, N. P.
Rogers and Charles Lennex Remond, constituted & delegation to
the World's Anti-Slavery Convention, to be held in London in
the Sixth month, (June) of that year, with Clarkson as Presi-
dent. Euoglish prejudice, however, prevailed, and becanse she
was & woman, she was not admitted as & delegate, but took her
seat among the spectators, William Fluyd Qerrizon was so in-
dignant that he, too, withdrew, and remaioed only as a epectator.
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, wha first met Lncretia Mott in London
at this time, says: “She was then in her prime— small in staiure,
alightly built, with & lurge head, high, square forchead, remark-
ably fine face, regular features, dark hair and eyes. BShe was
gentle and refined in her manners, and eonversed with earnest-
ness and case.”

From this time forward to the proclamation by Lincole, her
part wes one of the most prominent among the Abolitionists.
Garrison was hardly more famous or more abunzed than Laucretia
Mott, Even Friends soon showed signs of a grest lack of
“upity ® with her, and from 1833 forward, there was for many
years a strong party in the society who would willingly have
scen her quit their membership. There was s minority, indeed,
who would have disowned her, but this conld not be done. Ehe
knew her rights perfectly. The order of the Society and its dis-
ciplive were go familiar, that she might be termed a gond consti-
tutional lawyer upon all questions relating to them. Never
suspending het ministry or her attendance at meefings, the oppo-
nents of her anti-slavery werk could never eateh her in the wrong.

The fullowing, showing her influence at meetings, is from an
editorial on her life and character in the Lancaster, Pa., Tnquirer:
“The writer of this heard her speak at the Quarterly Meeting of
Friends, at Brick Meeting House, Cecil eounty, Md., in August,
1843, to & very large and sitentive bui somewhat excited audi-
ence. At that day the prejudice against the anti-slavery move-
ment, in thet esetion, was powerful and bitter, and it is question-
able whether a man would have been permitted to express the
plain and powerful truthe that were presented by Mrs. Mott.
But there was a magie in her elogquence, a power in her calm,
deliberate but pitiless logic that ecemed to sway the minde of her
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hearers even against their will. Bhe spoke for more than two
hours, and never have we listened to 8 more impressive discourse.”

In 1868 eccurred the famous Daniel Webster Dangerfield case.
The man whe hore this name was claimed as the property of &
eitizen of Maryland, and was seized on a farm near Harrisburg.
He was handeoffed and taken to a railroad siation just before the
departure of a train, so that there could be no interference on the
part of the peighbors. The charge made st the time was
that the man was a thief. The case was tried in Philadelphia
before United States Commissioner J. Cooke Loogetreth. George
H. Earle, Edward Hopper, (a sop-in-law of Lucretiz Mott,) and

"Willinm 8. Peirce, now une of the Judges of the Common Fleas
of Philadelphia, defended Dangerficld. The trial oceapied one
day and two nights. The room was erowded, and among the
many women in the audience was Lucrciia Moit. She Jeft the
prisoner’s side during the prolractsd sittinge only when it was
necessary to take refreshment. 'With her sewing or knifdng in
her hands, she watched every phase of the procecdings. The man
wae finally declared to be free, and set at liberty. It is said that
the erowd would have helped to take him and zend him to Mary-
land, but through the assistunce of Lucretin Mott and other friends,
he was passed through on the “ undergronnd railroad ™ to Canada.
Benjsmin Harris Brewster, the distinguished lawyer of Philadel-
phia, appeared for the alleged master. Soon afterward he joined
the party of freedom. It is eaid that when azked how he dared,
with v many interests on the other side, to make this change, he
answered ; “ Do you think there is anything I dare not do after
sitting down iu that court room for eo mauy daye and seeing
Laucretia Mott sitting near me and wishing mej all the time in
hell 7" Yet how mistaken be was! That was the last thing that
the sweetspirited philanthropist would wish any one. It is
probable that she never had a bitter thought.

Of her nequaintance with Channing, the great New England
preacher, & recent writer says: “ Bhe read his writings with
avidity, and considered him one of the foremost divines of the day.
It was, however, a real pang to her, brought up as she was in
that peaceful society which looked upon all persons who were
paid for preaching the Gospel a3 *hireling " ministers, when she
learned that her favorite preacher received a regular salary from
his congregation. There was a time of doubt and perplexity in




