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Our Children, our Schools,
and our Industries

It is putting it not a whit too strongly to
say that it iz quite apparent to all whe
think sbout it thet we must heve much
more acourate and np-to-date vital statis-
tiog; that we must have public records of
what children there are among ns, and their
sges; thst sll children of school age must
be more oompletely asccounted for in the
schools; that the asompulaory school age
muet at least be oxtended to the completion
of the elementary schools; that provisien
must be mads for public vocation or trades
schools, and alse for schools of a general
character which meet the continuing needs

of young people in the stores and shops and
B
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factories; that these schools for the indus-
trinl' masses must operate at times which
will allow pupila to engage in regular em-
ployment, but employers must plan for the
regular attendanos of young employees npon
the schools at certain hours; that the achools
must keep hold of all pupila until they have
received & treining which will ft them for
gome definita employment; and that the
different parts of & more extanded school
systerm muoet balance each other more ex-
actly and support the industrial as well s
the professionsl activities of the country.
The recognition of the meed of all this
grows out of manifest moral, industrial, and
economic conditions that are widsly prava-
lent among us, and out of & growing knowl-
edge of what other peoples, harder pressed
and more painstaking than we, have done
to meet the conditions which are now assert-
ing themselves here. It grows out of our
clearing vision that eimple and balanoed
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justice, as well as the progress and happi-
ness of the people, and the strength and
poise of the nation, alike make it necessary
to give to the wage-earning masses, and to
the common indusiries, euch eguivalent as
we can for what the present schools are do-
ing for the wealthier classes and for the
profeseionsl and managing vocationa.

The recognltion of the need is opening
the door to a decisive educational advanpe
in Americs; and the time seems ripe for a
review of the reazons for it and for a serioua
discussion of the plane and srrangementa

for it.

' LoorING BAOEWARD

In the beginning there was mo thought
that the common schools should do more
than temch the **three R’s,'’ the mere ele-
ments, which would enable one to gain the
koowledge vital to citizenship. Farming
was the very gemeral employment. Many
of the trades were followed on the farm.



