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INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL.

TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1912,

UINITED STATEE SENATE,
SUBLOMMITTEE oF THE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washinglon, D). C.
The subeommittes mat at 2 o’clock p, m.
Present: Senators Clapp (chairman), MeCumber, Curtis, Stons,
Owen, Chamberlain, Myers, und Ashurst.

STATEMENT OF HON. B. 6. VALENTINE, COMMISSIONER OF
INDIAN AFFAIRE.

The Crareman. Mr. Cornmizsioner, T suggest that you proceed with
the bill, sugpesting such points as you deem of vital importanee and
giving your reasons for any changes that you desire,

Commissioner VALENTINE. Mr. Chairman, the first item is on page

2 of the bill ax it passed the House, line 3, for survey; ete. We asked
for $250,000 in the estimate, and the House gave us §215,000. We
also nsked, later, in a aupplemental estimate, for 885,000, making a
totel requost for sllotment of $335,000, and in that we saked to have
$35,000 made immediately available.
_ Ido not think it is neceasary to say that we feel this allotroent work
is & hecessary preliminary to any permanent industrisl progress on the
part of the Indians. We have it n little over half done throughout the
country, and at the present rate of progress it will probably take 16 or
15 years for us to complets it. TE&.t will mean, in many instances,
that the Indians will not teygin to cultivate or use their allotments for
many years beyond the present time, when they might better begin
now. For that reason we ask for this substantial increase. I think
I should say that not only the original estimates, but the originel esti-
mates plus the supplomental estunates, as submitted, were less thao
the bill of last year. We cut down to the bone in order to try to keep
the total down.

The Cuammax. How much of this is subject to the provision to ba
repaid proportionately ont of the Indian funds ? o

Commissioner VALENTINE. This entire appropriation is reimburs-
able,

The Cuamman. I know it is reimmbursable in terms, but is it in
conditions .

Commissioner ¥ALENTINE. No, gir; of course a great many of these
allotments will he made on resarvations that have no surplus
land and no other large funds of which there could relmbursement be
made. On the other hand, the substantial amoeunts of it will be reim-

bursable actually, i
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There was also a provision in the original bill that T would like to
see retained, as well us the $35,000 immediately available, and that is
a provision that we had in the first print of tha House hill, and which
I would like' very much to be inserted. Tt is ns follows:

Provided further, That the unexpended balances of all continving appropristions
heretofore made for survey, allotment, elamilieation, or appraisement work, general or
apecific, are hercby made available fof the purposa enumersted herein,

The Cnarkyan. How much do you thiuk there is of that

Commissioner Varextise, T will send them to you, Mr. Chairman.
I do not lay any great stress on that point because for the future I do

not expact to have to ask for i, [ think if i3 bad business to have

these things overlup. )

The next itam ts the irrigation item, pags 2, line20. Inowuroriginal
estimates wo asked for $355,000. :

Senator Cvmria. That is on page 4—"in &ll, 8310,700." That is
what thay gave you. ) .

Commussioner VALENTINE, Yes, sir; wo asked for §355,000. Now,
this gendral irrigation ltem is used largely for small projects in dif-
ferent parts of the country. It is not u reimbursable wppropristion,
and it 1z one of the mosl uselul industrially that we have. T would
like very much Lo see that appropriation stand, as I feel that with the
force we have and the machinery available we can make betler use of
the larger sum, and with the allotment get the Indians beginning.

Senator CHaMBERLAIN, That is, you want that restored (o what it
" was last yeari : ; ; x

Commissioner VaLesring, Xo, sir; to what it was in our original
cstimato. As [ said bedfore you came in, we kept the total of the bill
down; we cut the totsl of our estimates this vear down below tho
estimutes of ust yonr, and, bl)-' vaurious shifts in the hill cut down to the
bone. We also asked in the original {yrint. for this provise, which
would ¢come after the wonld “employed,™ in ling 6, on page 4, and
would read as lollows:

FProvided alse, That there ahall be covered inte each fund, from whatsoever source
derived, for construetion or maintenance and opersfion of any irmigation project or
ystem within the jurisdivtion of the Indian service or preliminary surveys end inves-
tigations for determining the feadbility or cost of new projects in the Indisn serviee,
the proceeds of the sales of material ulilized for temporary work and structures, ss
wel]Pan of the sales of any other property which had been plmdmsed from auch [und,
and also any moneys refuniled in connection with aperations necessary for and ingi-
dental to much work,; and for landa pmder any such project the Becretary of the Inlerdor
may fix annual maintenance charges, which sh.».ﬁ b paid ws he may dirmcl, such
cherzes, when collected, noet to be covered into the Tressury, but to be immediatel
available for use jor the maintonanes 1nd opermtion of the project or system for whie
collectad.

Benator CEAMBRERLAIN. That 18 in the present law, is it ?
Cominissioner VALENTIFE. Xo, sir; the ides being simply to make
available what goes into temporary works or uses for the permanent
carrying out of the strueture,  As it is now, if we meke an expendi-
ture of that kind it goes back into the Treasury. Mr. Meritt reminds
me that it i3 the same act as the reclamation law that was passed.
The next item, Mr. Chairman, is on page 4, lines 7 and 8, “for the
;i.;gpﬂrﬂegsiun of the traffic in intoxicatinﬁiqum among the Indians,
The House committee gave us what we asked for in that item.
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Senator CEAMBERLATN. Is that sufficienti? There have been a
rest many complaints made to me sbout the sale of intoxicating
iquors on the reservations, particularly in the Siletz Reservation.

Commissioner VALENTINE. We eould use more, but in going over
the whole bill, as ¥ say, and trying to keep it down, we d]gg not feel
fike this year asldng for more than that. %‘i’e would not abject to it
for a minute. We could use another $10,000 or $20,000 to groat
advantage. The liquor husiness among the Indians is taking away
at one end where the health campaign is trying to put something in
at the other. We also ask a promisc to be attached to that item
which would follow the word “dollars,” in bine 8, page 4, as followa:

LProvided, That the pewers conferred by section seven hundred and eighty-eight of
the Revised Statutes upon marshals and Lhelr depilies are hereby cooferred upon
the chief special officer for the suppresaiom of the lignor traffic among Indiays atd
dmly anthorized officers working under his supervision whose sppointments are mada
or affirmed hy the Commissioner of Indian A{Eira.

Senator CHamsErLATN. What 18 the purpose of that?

Commissioner VaLewTINE. The object of this is to provide the
officers engaged in the sup?reasion of the liquor traflic--1 am read-
ing from a letter signed by the Secretary—engaged among the Indians,
with some nuthority and aiso some mesns of protection while en-
g in that work,

Senator CEAMBERLATN. Under the authority you have now im
these reservations, have your special officers power to take possession
of the intoxicating liguors—that ia the power to seize them?

Commissioner VALESTINE, Yes, 9ir, :

Senator CEAMRERLAIN. And the power to arrest

Comnmissioner VALENTINE, Yes, sir; but at prosent these officers
have no authority other Lhan thet containml in the net of Congreas
approved March, 1907, which reada: '

The powers conferred by section fwenty-wne hundred and forty of the revised
statutes npon Indinn agents and subagenta, and commanding officers of military posts,
are herehy conferred upon the gpecial agent of the Indian Bureau for the suppression
of the liguor traffic among Indiane and in the Indian country and duly authorized
deputies working under his supervision.

We feel that it would strengthen their hands a grest deal if that
proviso eould be inserted.

Senator CHawmERTAIN, For the purpuse of assisting us in the
recommendations you are now making, would it be pessible for you
to take this bill as it Eaased the House and interline any suggestions
that you want to make !

The Cuairmaw. This hearing 1 being printed. The commissioner
is referring to the page and iine. B0 when he gets through with this
statement we will have it before us,

Senator CHAMBEELATN. That was done in the agricultural appro-
priation bill, and it assisted us very much.

Commissioner VALenTINE. | can give vou the first print of the
bill as it passed the House and call your attention to the parts under-
lined in red, the additions. That will help out I think.

The next item is on line 9, page 4, as follows:

To relieve distress smong Indians and to provide for their care and for the preven-
tion and treatment of tuberculosis, trachoma, smallpox, and other contagious and

infectious direases, including the purchase of vaccine and expense of vaccination,
gixty thousand dollars,
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We asked for §75,000, and that is, I feel now, less than we should
have. I have been m&l{ini & very careful study of health situation,
and it may well be that I shall recommend to the Secretary a further
inerease,

Senator CHaMBERLAIN. Is that talking into consideration the needs
of the Fort Belknap Reservation? Tha increase there waa §15,000,

Commissioner VALEKTINE. No, sir; that we ask later on. We are
asking for that incresse now, and also for an increase that would affect
the Fort Belknap Indians in what we call the revolving fund for indus-
tria.lhﬁ;;r oses.  But at the very least, I think it very important to
Ful. i El:‘i,ﬂﬂi) back on this health appropriation, and it may be well

or us to get our details in such sha at we should ask for an appro-
priation many times this amount Tor health,

The next item i1z on page 4, line 14, ‘'for the suppoert of the Indian
day and industrial schools.”  Wa ask for §1,500,000 and they give us
$1.450,000.

Now, all that is necsssary to call your atlention to in that ap]]m;-n-
priation iy that particularly in the southwest there are snmebl:j;:ﬁ iko
6,000 or 7,000 Indiane who are still unprovided with school facilitios,
and T think this fb;ipropria,tion ghould he lifted until we are able to
take care of sll of them.

A very important matter in which the ITouse gave us o reduetion
is the next appropriation, beginning on page &, line 8:

For constroction, lesse, purchase, and repsirm and improvoments of school and

uey buildings, and for seworage, water supply, and lighting plants, and for pur-
chase of schwel sites, four hundred snd twenty -five thousand dolbam.

Wa asked for $650,000. T can not spesk too stroogly as to my
fealings with regard to having wn Indian school and agency plant,
valued st upward of seven or eight millions of dollars, with an upkeep
fund running to less than 2 per cent.  You ean see at n glance that itis
absolutely impossible to. keep buildings in repair—keep the absolute
original cost intact, so to speak—to ssy nothing of any improvemenis,
and it seemns to me 8 vwery upside-down adminietration for us to be
putting up buildings and for Congress to be continually assisting us
and not provide for them.

The next item where the House has made no changes, T wall just
pass that hg, unless you have some questions to ask. I refer to line
12, page 5, for collection and transportetion of pupils.  We asked for
282,000 end the House gave it to us,

The industrial appropriation stands, for the purchase of goods and
supplicst That is on page 7, line 3, $285,000,

Also telograph wnd te (ffphonc tell messages. That stands. The
np_Prupriutiun or witness fees stands,

‘For expense of the Board of Indian Commissioners,”’ woe asked Tor
an increase of $1.000. The board leels that in fulfilling its funelion
under the law it has not the means given it by Congress to do it vight;
that it should travel more, and it can not do that on the present
apgropriatdon. S0 at their request we asked for an increase of $1,000.

enator CHaMBERLAIN. Making it $5,000 ¢

Commissioner VALENTINE. Yes; instead of $4,000. The House left
it as it has been before,

Senator StonE. What was it before ¥

Commissioner VALENTINE. $4,000. There was no change in the
Indian police item, nor in that of the judges. Yes, they did make a
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1::3.|ti1 in the judges, but I think we felt that we could do with that all
right.

The next item is the contingent item of the office of 885,000, We
asked for $105,000. The estimates scom to have beon subject to &
mistake in printing. What we asked for was $125000, and the hill
cuta us down to $85,000. That is the one appropriation which the
office has had and which, on the authority of the Secretary, it can
make incidental expenditures to provide for unforeseen contingencies,
and we feel that it should have very careful consideration.

Senator Stone. How much was 1t the last time?

Commissioner Varextve. Last year it was $115,000.

Senator Stoxk. And you ask for what now %

 Commissioner VALENTINE, $125,000.

Senator Stong. Why do you wish that increase?

Commissioner VALENTINE. For the reason that there may be unfore-
seen neesls.  That is the only appropriation we have to meet con-
tingeneies which aan not be estimated for in advance. 1t seems a com-
pnru.tive‘liy small amount when compared with the total of the bill. Tt
1s expended only under the authority of the Secretary of the Interior,
&0 that it iz not aolely within the jurisdiction of the Indian Bureau.
Senstor Srone. What would be the effect upon the service of reduc-

this appropristion helow the catimates, to $85,000% N

ommissioner VALENTINE, 1 think the effect would be pretty
serions beesuvse it is the appropriation out of which some of our
important overhend expenses come, and I fecl alromiy that there is
great waste and loss In the Indien affairs beeause of insuflicient
mmgnagement.
" Benstor Srowk. What [ wish to know is: In what way would the
service be crippled or injured if the appropriation was confined to the
sum stated in the House hill, $85,000

Commissioner VaLenting. The chief erippling would come in its
inspecting foree,

nator STONE. Traveling expenacs i

Commissioner VALENTINE. Both ithal, and not being able to have
a sufficient number of traveling men.  You see the only check thers
is between the Indisn Olice here in Washington and its 150 or so
superintendents scetteved throughout 26 Stales, is the supervisiom

t we are able to give it by means of aperial agents and supervisors
visiting those points, and it 19 only within the last two years that we
have had anything like nn effieient inspection service. When that
service first began work it found placas that had not been visited by
an inspecting official for many years. I think, in cne case, n3 far
back as sevon yeurs,

Senator Stonr, How many inspectors have you now, Mr, Com-
misgsioner

Commissioner VALeNTINE. We have in what we call the investi-
gating force ¥ men, and in the construction work 2 men—that is
work dealing with construction and repair of buildings. In the
school service there are 9, and in the industrial work there are 5,
and then, beyond that, men whe travel around and frequently give
us valuable points sbout our field work—men who are in the liquor
service, of whick there are 10; the health service, 3; the alloting
agents 10, and the forestry work, 7.



