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INTRODUCTION.

Those who are acgupinted with the works of Bewicl,
Montagn, Javdine, Selhy, Mucgilliveny, Yarrvell, and Gould,
without having made a special study of their contents, moy
well be exensed for doubting whether a further pnhlieation
on the =ubject of British Birds can be either desirable or
NECESSaPY.

Practical oruithologists, however, who may take np this
Handbook will see in it an attempt to supply & want which,
notwithstanding the adwirable works above referved to, they
mmgt have Peguently exporienced * 5 for in two important
respeets, at least, do these fail to satizfy their reguivements
they do not distinguish with sufficient clemmess the species
which are truly indigenons to Great Britain from those which
are but rare and accidental visitants ; nor do they indicate
with snflicient authority the scientific nomenelature which
shonld he adopted for the species of which they take cog-
nizance,

Withont attention to the first of these points, it is impos-
sihle to form any thing like o corvect estimate of the character
of the British avifanna; while to veglect the seeond iz to
perpetuate ervor, and to render perplexing that which should
always be simple and intelligible,

* 0 Alstan, T Aaolvri=l,” 15006, B dA,



e INTRODUCTION.

To supply these partienlar neeessities is the object of the
present work 5 and o this aceonnt no attempt bas been mmde
to teavel hovond the Timits indieated by giving deseriptions
of the species or dilating npon their hanuts, habits, scasonal
clianges of plunage, migeations, o geogeaphical disteibotion,
These aud many other detailz may be devived from the sonvees
shove mentioned, and will doubitless e worked oot more
fally and more satisfactovily than ever o the fortheoming
pew elition of Yarvells woek, for which English anturalists
are anxionsly expectant.

Trndder these eirenmstanees it iz hoped that flas Haostbook
will Be vegueded ot in any sense as intended toovival o sup-
plant existing or fortheoming text-hooks on the subjeet, bt
to a=sist =tadents wa wauner ol to an extent which lias
not heen contemplated i the works veferred to, The eliims
of species to rank as Dritish, the proper scientific nwmnes
wihich eacl shiould beav, the hedifat of the vaver visitantz, and
the froqueney or otherwise of their oecurrence are points to
which attention s almest exclusively direeted o the following
pages,  To obtoin aceorate and velinble details npon these
points o labour has been spaced, no sonree of information
wegleeted 5 amwd although it 12 not pretewded that no creeors
have escaped detection, vet it is helioved that npon fnvestiga-
tiont these will be found to be bhut few awd comparatively un-
important, Lo o great measure this must be sad to be due
to the pesistance which the anthor has devived from bis friends
w fellow werkers i the field of ornitholoey during the
time that the work has beon e progress 3 and oo this aceonnt
liis thauks are especially doe to Professor Newton, Me B, 11
Cormey, A 0 HL Goovney, Joos, Mee Stevenson, sod A
Bolert Giray, all of whom have eoopevated, at no inconsider-
able expenditare of time and trouble, in veplying to nwmerous
iguivics, and furnishing iportant information. 1t is weed-
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less to say that througl their kind assistance in revising the
details now presented to the rveader, o greater accuracy las
heen ensured than conld possibly have been the case il the
anthor velid solely wpon his own efforts.

The vesults which follow from a considerntion of these
details wre both envious ol instenetive,

When the Inte M, Yoaevell, i 1856, published the third
edition of lis * istory of British Bivds," e ennmerated 552
species which he comsidered T more o less claim to be -
elidied fn the British hst. Sipee that time wo less thao JF
others have been added®, so that the total nuoiber of species
at present vecognized as occurving in Great Biitain should he
995 bt leavivg ont fone of those poticed by Yarrell—yiz
Cipgpons ofar, a domestieated species, Uvie clageie (o T4
anil Lasewg copisteatas (po 175), which wre meve varieties, and
Alen Bigpesinis, now helieved to be extinet
arvived at s S0,

OF these, i rownd nnbers, 130 are Hesilents, 100 Perio-
dieal Migrants, ned 50 Annnal Visitants, the remainder being
Ware aud e

the corrected total

ddental Visitowds,  And here it may be well, 1

order to avoll futnre misnoderstanding, to define the ters
which have just been omployed.
As Hesmoeyrs ave ineladed those species which rear their

¥ These e r—Faleo isladiens, Astur afrdeapiflos. Milvos wigrans,
Tt lineadus, Nyetabe seadien, Lonivs wimwor, Musciapn poeve, Viveo-
sylvin olivaeen, Tandos aldzudavis, T slidens, Salicarin paluelis, =,
"'L‘l;l'it'«'h Liegnlos calepduda, Maotacilla 1'i]]r'|'l'l\|‘;t'||]”:l| Amthos spinoletta,
A engesteis, Aooeervinus AL Twdaviehiomz, Mamda cdandra, Ao lirien,
Toniheerizi lrlli'i“n, I, |'||.--I:F|:'.'|.r | m-'|:|I:|I'-|'|"|||I:r]:rI Fringilla =evinns, i
dacns evythviuus, S toroclln maeni, Phens wedins, 1% villosis, P pulases,
' aneatms, Cuenlous ey tlieophthalpns, iosdo Bieolig, Cypeelis canda-
cubia, Capriintleas vwficalli, Syrehaples parsdoss, Boialitis vociferns,
Totwnns solitnrins, Uiallinase wilsad, Gleas vivge, UL puseniin, ey
v, l:'ll. e wanerieitn = U buoeinator, ooser alleins, Sdermn volox,
Larn= delithyastns, gl Laros o lanoeephilwes
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young anuually w the Dritish Islands, aud are to be fonnd
in some part or other of the United Kingdom throwghout
Lo year, OF these many are partislly  migratovy, as, for
instanee, Faleo wselon, F. npenenlus, s brachygotus, Tordis
wtesiens, T, dorgualns, Regulus eristativs, Molacille yarvellii,
Linote camnaliva, L. flavirostviz, L. vofescens, Colveda pole-
b, O wwas, Chavoddries plevialis, ABgialitis Maticwla, Tringa
wlpine, Scoloper  cesticela, Gallisage  wedie, and  others.
MNevertlichess, ns specimens of all may be obtained in sowe
loeality or other during cvery month in the year, they way
be vegarded for all peactionl pirpoeses as vesidents,

Peniomioan Musrants are those which visit us annually
and vegulady ot partionlar sensons, and whose advent and
departure may be duted in awdvanee with considerable jeeei-
sion,  OF these we have familine examples in Lvseinia phile-
meln, Coerluy canoras, and the Hivendives, wlich come here
for the summer, and Toedies ilinens and 0 pileeis, which
spoend the winter with us; while others, like most of the
Tringide, perform a double migeation and pass through the
eonEry twice o year, vz, in speing amd antimn,

The Assvar Visreasts comprise those which oeear in
some part of the British sloads anoually, bat  compue-
vatively b very limited mambers and st ivegalar and nueer.
tain mtervals.  The month v which some or one of them
may be expeeted way be named; bt the uneevtainty of their
avvival in any partieolar connty prechudes their being placed
with the Peviodieal Migrants,  Amoogst these moy be men-
tioned Oviadus gelboda, Begodus {guivapilive, Awpelis goreeadis,
Ewleviza lapponice, Livete lvarie, Pastor voseos, g
epaps, Coreciae gaeenla, Mevops apiaater, Recwrvivostea iva-
cetta, Cieonin ofbe, Gius clivves, oy steepeva, (Bdvuia
Susea, Stevad dongallii, s Latevg widuid s,

O the Resadents, which, as ahove mentioned, wmy e
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vechoned at I3 wr thecenbouts, 13 are uod fovnd u Dreland,
e 8 are either vuknown or extremely rare in Scotlod,
Those excloded from Teeland ave —Sileie nadote, Sitta casic,
Povns cvislulug, Powuens biorwices, Embeviza cirles, Pices
eividiz, P.owiver, Colwsidee wons, Telvao felriz, T fogopus,
Pordiv eufie, Crea pusillay and O baillond,

Those vukuown, or very rure, in Scotland arve ;—Syfrie wn-
data, Panoras bGiavwicns, Silta eesie, Pores polvsteis, K-
beviza cirfus, Piews vividiz, P, sdoor, Creea posille, ol Crer
bitillan,

Ot of 100 Peviadical Migrants, the great majority of which
come to ns from the =outh, 10 do wot veaeh Treland, via
Fetning collurio, Muscivapa alvicopille, Sulicorie arendinacen
{Lan), 8. strepera, S. luscinoides, Luscinia pliloaela, Sylvia
sidviefle, Muoteeille flave, Awthis avborews, Jyne torguifle
while 8 others are of hut rare ocowrrence theve, viz, Fuleo
subbiien, Ruticilla tithys, Sylvia aivicopifio, 8. horteesis, Plyl-
fopecwste sibifatvie, Eedeomies movivefles, Fglalitis canti-
aatis, il Trefnger dewenrinelit,. Tn Scotland 10 also are never,
or very ravely, met with, viz. R, tithys, 8. erandizacea (Lin.),
S, strepera, S, luscinpides, L. philowela, 8. alricapille, S. syl-
vieffe, Motacilla fluve, Jywe torguille, ool Toerier auritys,

With regard to Aomnal Visitants, Ireland is vot visited by
Soor D which find their way o Englosd, as Regidas iynicapil-
fius, Purus erigtalus, Aaffins vickhopedi, dlewde alpestris, Ku-
beriza lupposicw, ¥ hovlulame, Linote leorie, anl Pladorogs
fyperbarens s while in Scotland Adafles vickardi lias not been
ohserved, awd Coracios gareale and Meraps apiesior e adl-
mitted to be of very e oconrrenee. Treluud does not pos-
sgEs Ny characteristic Linds as 1= the case with Seotland ; o
the ouly species which Tave Teen fonad in the sister isle and
uot i Boglawd belong to the e sonld accidental visitants, of
whitel wiention will be made herealtor, Lo Seotlod, on the



