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PREFACE.

SeT adrift in the newspapers, like thistle -down in
the Fall wind, a few poems of mine have * lodged ” at
last between the hids of a book.

Never thinking seriously about it until it was too
late to think at all, I find myseif fearing that their
meaning to me is a sort of personal property 1 cannot
make aver to anyvbody, and that T should bave slipped
them in among the leaves of the Family Record, be-
tween the book of Malacht and the Geospel according
to St. Martthew, as being the very place in a world of
sinmers about the safest from perusal,

A friend once sent me some withered pansies, but
he brightened and hamanized the faded things by

writing a single lne: “ From the grave of Hamlet,
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Prince of Denmark.” Ah, ﬁ'I::vl.'.u:'nl' beautiful they turned,
and what treasures they became !

Less fortunate than the pansies, this sheaf of rhymes
has nobody to write the single line. Only this: I sus-
pect one or two of them of being better than I once
thought, because several clever people have stolen and

never returned them.
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