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PREFACE.

In presenting this, my fivst book, to the public, T
erave indulgence for whatever errors it may contain,
The incidents related are true, while the adventures
of the fagitives, in thalr czeape from slavery, are ac-
tual facts related by porsons waoll known o me, some
of them closely relatei], and for whose veracity 1 eun
aafely vourd,  Many of the eventa of this tale will
recall Lo the ininds of not 4 few zome of their own
exporicuees, or e experience of relutives or [mends
as often rehearsed Lo them, I Lave no degive to cre-
ato or rovive auy animogicy en the part of thoge who
bave survived the eraeltics of alavery, but as one of
that race, now struggling for a positon in the Nation
which onec refnsed to recogmize their mpmhood, [
trast | shall not he harshly censured for depicting a
few of the milder formz of treatment to which the
negro was subjected while enslaved,

In commenting npon the croelues of slavery, 1
have endeavored to suppress all rancorous leeling
which would natarally arize in the bosom of one so

closely identified with the mee, temembering that this



boolk i for the veading publie, and not intended to
offend any one. Should I, therefore, at any time, ap-
pear hypereritical, attribute it to the over-powering
sympathy which might possibly have guided my pen.

Hoping that yon may be amply compensated for
the moments spent iu perusing these lines,

I remain, yours gratefully,
The AUTHOR.



