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EXCURSION, &c

EN ever I have read the defcrip-

" tions given by travellers of foreign
countries, in which their beauties and
. antiquities were lavithly praifed, 1 have
always regretted a negle which has long
attended the delightful {cences at home,
The monuments of antiquity difperfed
. over this ifland, are many and various ;

A folma'
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fome of them arofe in the remoteft ages,
and point out to us the revolutions and
hiftory of our own kingdom: a degree of
knowledge which ought to ftand firft in
importance with every Englithman.

Thefe fentiments gave rife to a fum-
mer's excurfion, the pleafures of which
I have endeavoured to communicate to
the reader in the following pages.

The firft requifites for a pleafure jaunt,
are companions of fuitable tafte and cu-
riofity, and conveniences for the journey
—they encreale every enjoyment, and
make ‘every fcene which prefents itfelf
more agreeable — thefe were not wanting. -

Thus circumf{tanced, we were conduc-
ted to Bowes, in Yorkthire; to which
place I fhall firft attempt engaging the
attention of the reader,

BowEs
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BowEs is of great antiquity, in which
is all its merit.—The country around it
is meanly cultivated, its habitations are
melancholy, and what alone claims the
attention of a traveller, is the ruin of a
caftle, fuppofed by fome to have been of
Roman conftru@tion; but by others to be
the Turris de Arcubus, built by Allan,
firft Earl of Richmond, in the Conque-
ror’s time. It is fituated on the old Ro-
man way, which leads from Cathrick, or
the antient Catera@onium.

This caftle is fifry-three fect high, is
built of hewn fione, of excellent work-
manthip, forming a fquare of equal fides
of eighty-one feet each; the windows are
irregular, and the walls, which are ce-
" mented with lime mixed with fmall flints,
are near five feet in thickoefs.—It is now
much defaced, the outward cafing having

Az been
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been ftripped off in many places; within
it appears to have been divided into feve-
ral apartments, one of the lower divifions
of which was fupported by a central pil-
lar, from whence a roof of arches has
arifen, the groins fhill projecting from
the walls,

This caftle is fituated on the brink of
a hill, declining Twiftly to the fouthward,
.at whofe foot runs the niver Ureta:—It
is furrounded with z deep ditch, on the
{outh fide of which is a plain or platform,
apparently calculated for the ufe of the
caftle,—On the eaftern point of this plat-
form we were thewn the fcite and remains
of a bath, with its aqueduct, which are
now totally in ‘ruins, and grown over
with weeds and brambles. '

On a late inclofure of fome common
‘lands belonging to Bowes, an antient
' aque=-
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aqueduét was difcovered; which Lad con-
veyed the water from a pllﬂct‘ called Le-
var, or Levy Pool, near two miles diftant
from the caftle; which was fufficient, at
once to.f{upply the garrifon with fre(h
water, and alio the baths.

A few fcanty meadows border the river
Greta, and cultivation {eems to awake in
ignorance over the adjoining lands ; where
the plough thare begins to make the traces
of induftry on the fkirts of the defert *,

An

® Camden who wrote in the latter part of the reign of
Queen Elizabeth, and of the 1gth century, {peaking of
this place, fays, * Bowes, which alfo is writen Bowgh,
% wag then a lirde village; where in preceding ages the
¢ Earls of Richmond had 2 pretty caftelet, the coftoms
¢ of thorough toll, and their furcas, which was the
* power of executing criminals. Io old times it was
"% called in Antomines Itinirarie, Levatrae ‘& Lavatrae;
¢ the diftance and fcite thereof by the High-(trest, which
“is here evidently apparent, do prove it: but what
5 ; ; « greatly
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* An other occafion, befides what is men-
tioned by Camden, may have given the
modern name of Bowes, as this place was
granted by William the Conqueror to one
of his attendant adventurers,

The

. = preatly confirms the antiqoity of jt, is ao antient large
4 fteme in the church, ofed by the Romaps for an sltar,
v with rhe following infcription upon it, o the honour
- of Hadrian the Emperor,

TMP CESARI DIVI TRATANI PARTHICI maxfilio
DIVI NERVE NEPOTI TRAIANG Hadria

KO AUG, PONT. MAXIM — — — — —
Co3l=— —P-P—COH I F e ——————
‘1 SEV, E

4¢ This fragment was alfo there dog up:

NOL. CAE . :
FRONTINUS :
COH. L. THRAC. J

% Whillt Virivs Lupas ruled as Licutenant General 2nd

* Pro-




