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CHAPTER L

Dr:imﬁjm name, "I.udilu ' The first inlerview belween
m M: Indians. The first hostililies.
Ja e.r mm'! agﬂremau Bat-
Effects, Indians h: bo destroy the
paniards. Cruellies in Jf:.nw amf rove-
S & H'ru 7
ments of the naiives,

TeEE name of Indian was given the original patives of
America on account of the general expectation entertained
by the first discoverers of the new world, that San Salvador,
one of the Bahama islands, at which t first arrived, was
connected with others in succession, affording a passage to
Indint:&'lth which country the Europeans had been long ac-
quain

It wasnot the idea of discovering a new continent so much
u the hc:&e of finding & passage to the riches of the East-In-

nearer and less hazardous than by doubling the

p-e of Good Hope, which induced those adventurers, al-

the prospects of gain more than actuated by the
spmt enterprise, to explore the untraversed regions of the
west. When they had reached a country of a similar lati-
tude, appearance, temperature and soil, supposing they had
gume:d e object so long sought and of such vast commer-
cial importance, they called the country, *'the West Indies,"
and the inhabitants, *‘Indians.”’ The subsequent detection
of the error of that orpinianhuledbnm&nnga of the name,
in which posterity felt as little concern as they did interest.
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6 . INDIAN WARS.

The first interview, on the 1zth of October, 1492, be-
tween the Euro s and the natives was peculiarly interes-
ting to both. Columbus was destined to be the first man
from the eastern continent, who should set his foot upon the
western, ‘The rich dress in which he landed, the gllttering
sword he held drawn in bis hand, the crucifix the Spaniards
erected, the m&tﬂmus emotions with which they chanted,
" Te Deum,”’ the whiteness of the European complexions,
the novelty of their arms, the vast machines in which they
geemed to fly across the boundless ocean, joined with the
* thunders of the cannom, the lightnings of the flashes, and
the smoke which set the whole sky into wild commotions,
all was calculated to confirm in the minds of the astonished
natives the im ions they first entertained, that the Euro-
peans were a higher order of beings, “‘the children of the
sun,” Attracted by a scene so novel, the natives assembled
in the crowds to behold it. They were as unable to com-
prehend what their senses perceived, as to foresee the conse-
quences of the approach of the strangers, which was soon to
become fatal to them.

The first acts of intercourse were just and friendly., The
natives, living beneath a sun nearly vertical, a in the
simple innocence of nature, entirely naked. Although they
were persons of regular shapes and of great activity, still the
redness of their complexions, the singularity of their features
with their faces and bodies painted in a fantastical manner,
made them appear a race of men very different from all the
nations and tribes of the east. They were at first timid, but
mild treatment soon dissipated every df.;ﬁree of suspicion,
leaving them friendly and familiar. With the emotions of
transport, they readily exchanged provisions, cotton yarn,
froits and whatever they had to barter, for the glass beads,
nails and trinkets which were offered them by the Spaniards.
There is every probability, that the continuance of the same
kindness, humanity and justice might easily have preserved
and perpetuated the advantageous interchange of the same
friendly offices.

This spirit of amity and moderation was of very short du-
ration. The haughty Spaniards, conscious of their own su-
periority, soon forgot the rights of justice, which were dueto
the weak and defenceless. No sooner had Columbus set sail
for Spain, 4th January, 1493, than the garrison, consisting of
36 persons, instead of trading on terms of equity and concili-
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ating the good will of the natives as they had been directed,
offered them every insult and outrage. They roamed as
freebooters through the whole country. The gold, the wo-
and the provisions of the natives became the prey of
these licentious oppressors. ‘There is a point of forbearance,
beyond which human nature will not proceed. The increase
of injuries already intolerable was enough to rouse even the
timid and despairing to resistance, and to arm the hands of
the weak with Eﬁuwer The event shewed how dangerous it
is for tyranny, however powerful, to sport with the sufferings
of the people. On the return of Columbus, not a single man
of them remained.

In no respect instructed by this disaster, the best efforts of
Columbus after his return were not sufficietit to carb the li-
centiousness of his rapacious countrymen. While the last

of their ever leaving the island remained, the natives
suffered in silence. But this hope being banished, when they
saw that their oppressions were about to become as durable
as they were already intolerable, a spirit of rage was mani-
fested by them, of which their gentle natures had not before
seemed s ible.

United by the sufferings they felt as well as by those they
feared, they waited only & favorable unity, in order to
take the most ample rev . Atall hazards, they were re-
solved to rid themselves of invaders, who were as cruel as
they were lawless, whose thirst for gold no mines could satis-
fy, whose lust refrained from no object of desire, and whose
want of justice left no rights L

Columbus, hitherto humane and equitable, now saw with
regret the crisis approaching. It was too late to rectify the -
wrongs which were past, or to calm the storm which was al-
ready raised. The necessity of self-defence left for him no
choice. Both sides flew to arms. The vast multitudes of
the natives seemed to compensate for their want of arms, and
fury would minister force. ‘They brought 100,000 men into
the field of battle. Instead of drawing their enemy into
woods and mountains, without any policy or stratagem, they
sought counsel from valor, taking their station in the most
open plain in all the country.

The Spaniards were reduced to 200 men. Besides these
however, they had 2o cavalry. The natives, having never
before seen horses, at first sight, it is said, considered them
as rational creatures and the horse and rider as one animal.



