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PREFACE

It is related of Christian that a5 he drew near
to the Hoose Beauniiful “he entered into a very
narrow passage ., .. and looking very narrowly
before him as he weat, he espied two lions in
the way."” Fortunately, as he pondered the ad-
visability of retreating, he was reassured by Waich-
ful erying out that the beasts were chained, 1
venture on the task of wriling 2 preface to this
collection of lyrics with feelings much the same as
Christian’s when thesupposed danger fisstthreatened
him; but I know the two lions that eve my path
are neither chained nor ensily aveided.  To speak
plainly, it is over difficult to write concerning the
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PREFACE

work of a fricnd in such @ manper as to be at
once crtical and just, There is for instance a
temptation to overpraise, especially if the work
noticed luck its full share of popularity.  And it
often happens that readers led on by the critic's
enthusiasm are apt to become disgusted when the
bigh hopes raised are not realized, to ignore real
merit if it zeem to fall short of the most exalted
standard.  Thus is u prave injusiice dome o
him and them.  Bue if this error be avoided
there 5 vet anuther and more fatal one. The
attempt to be sternly moderate, 10 allow all
chjections more than their due weight, may
perhaps  lead  stodents 1o draw the conclusion
that the poct or essayvist iz after all of no pgreat
importance, Thus a',g.::]'ul, ard this {ime more
seriously, becatse more permanently, i3 2 pgreat
injustice done to hin: and them. 1 do net pretend
o have avolded ithe difficulties that 1 have so
keenly feared,  Sins ofomission and commission are
mine; but T have striven realously andcan onlty hope,
now, that T have been in some measurs successful,

For Roden Noel was a man o whom L owed
much, a man whom no one could meet without
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