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* [Minnie was his deceased wife's favourile deg.]



THE MARQUESS OF DALHOUSIE
AND HIS WORK IN fNDIA

CHAFTER I

THE ABGUMENT

ThoE leading idea in these volumes is to present
a series of historical retrospects rether than of
personal biographies. Eaeh liktle hook takes some
conspicuous epoch in the making of Indis, end,
under the name of its principal personage, seis
forth the prohlems which he had to encounter, the
work which he achicved, and the influcnees whish
he left behind. Thus the rise and colmination of
the Mughal Empire will be briefly sketehod under
the title of Akbar; its decay wunder that of
Aurangzeb. The volume on Dupleix will sum up
the struggle of the European nations for India,
before the ascendenay of the British. The present
volume on Dalhousie exhibits the final develop-
ments of the Kast India Company’s rule.

At the beginming of the century, the Marguess
of Wallesley, & king of men, siganised British India
on the basis upon which it rested from 1798 to
1848. But during those fifty years, as we shall aee,



10 DALHOUSIES WORK [N INDIA

the old fabric gradually wore out and its props
began to give way. In 1848 snother strong ruler
came out from England to India, and laid afresh
the foundations of the British Power—the founda-
tions which, notwithstanding striking changes in
the political control and administration, subsist to
this day. Itis with the work of this second builder
of the temple of British Rule in India that the
following pages deal. Lord Dulhousie's administra-
tion is now sufficiently removed from us to permit
of calm historical trestment. Yot its conscquences
have so directly produced the India of to-day, as to
give to his measures an almost contemporary in-
terest.  When the master-hund was removed, those
mensures had their reaction in the Mutiny. But
the Mutiny of 1857 passed sway in ita turn, and
left the permanent resulis of Lord Dalhguris's
administration to develope themselves. The present
foreign. policy of India, the present internal pro-
blems of India, the new Imdustrial Era in India,
are alike legacies of his rula, )

For Lord Dalhousie did thres things in India.
He extonded its frontiary, 80 as to hring them into
inevitable although indirect contmet with s great
European nation on the ome side, and with an
ancient Asiatic power on the other. He at the
same time consolidated the East India Company’s
internal possessions and the intervening Feudn-
tory States, into the true beginnings of a united



