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PREFACE.

This study attempts to give an exaet description of the sub-
joct matter and its arrangement in the enrricula of public
elementary sechools of certain representative cities in the
United States, England, Germany and France. Adherence to
this definite problem led chiefly to a comparative study of the
actual and relative time assigned to subjects in schools and
in grades,

Hearty acknowledgment of indebtedness to the writings,
lectures and personal suggestions of Dr. Nicholas Murray But-
ler, Dr. John Dewey, Dr. Charles MeMurry, Dr. E. T. Thorn-
dike, Dr. Paul Monroe, Dr. J. A. MeVannel, and Dr. F. M.
MeMurry is hereby made. The influence of the thought of
these pentlemen will be readily recognized in the following
pages, Especially servieeable have been the suggestions of
Dr. Frank M. McMurry, under whose kindly guidance the
research was pursned for two years. Without his encourage-
ment it is probable that the arduous task of collecting and
organizing the material would have been abandoned before it
reached its present form,

Spaee is not allowed for the acknowledgment of the kind-
ness of many persons who lent valuable assistance in colleet-
ing data for this study. It would be an act of unpardonable
ingratitude, however, not to record the thanks doe Miss Eliza-
beth Baldwin, Librarian of Teachers College, whose wide
experience in ecolleeting sueh material made her peeuliarly
able to give that aid which she so ungrudgingly rendered
while the source material for this study was being gathered.

3



4 PREFACE,

The sources of information in the study of the American
elementary schools were the printed syllabi of the Buperin-
tendents of Sehools, supplemented and corrected, when the
case demanded, by the written statements of the Superintend-
ents themselves, to many of whom I am indebted for sueh
kindness. The Reports of the Commissioner of Edueation
and personal letters from him and his staff were of valuable
service. '

The study of the curriculum in the schools of England is
much more exhaustive than that of the other countries, be-
caunge 8o little has been printed on the subject in America that
a more extensive freatment was required. Through the kind-
ness of Mr. A, B, Twentyman, Assistant Divector of Speeial
Inquiries and Reports of the Board of Edueation of England,
and of Dr. Thistleton Mark, Ilead of the Department of
Edueation at Vietoria University, BManchester, there were
eolieeted seventy-eight syllabi of educators and Inspeetors of
the English Government. Thege furnished a valuable source
for researeh.

Among other soorees of information to be mentioned are:

(1) The Natiopna] Union of Teachers' edition of the Code for 1003,
Tondon; (2) Statistles of Public Elementary Schools of Englond for
TWE-1903, Eyre & Spottawood, London; (3} The Provisional Code of
Begulationa for the Tublic Elementiry Schools and Training Colleges,
Eyre & Spottswood; (4) Revized Instructlons applicable to the Code of
1902; (§) The Elementary Education Acts for Eoglaod and Wales rowm

1870-1002, Londan, 1003; (G) Reports of the School Board of London to
July, 1804,

I am indebted to Gabriel Compayré, Reetor of the Acad-
emy of Lyons, France, for suggestions and referenees, and for
a copy of the twelfth edition of his splendid eontribution npon
French Edueation, "Organisation Pédagogique, et Légisia-
tion des Feoles Primaries,”” Paris, 1904, which has furnished
valuable help in this work.

L. Bedorez, Director of Primary Instruetion of the Depart-



PREFACE. b

ment of the Seine, likewise, has been ever courteous, sending
reports of the schools of his department. Among them are:

{1} Ville de IParis,—Les Beolea ot low Oewvees Munleipales d"Ep-
eeignemeont, I8TE-10005 (2) Réglement dcs Feoles Maternslles Publiqoes
du Ikpartement do o Belpe, DPorl:, 15905 (3) Note sur les Etablisse-
ments Publics d'Enscignement Primelre & Paris, Dee, 1505: (4) Higle
fment pour les Beoles Pohligques, Paria, 1800 (0) Arrété XNo. 43062 Congeil
du Ipartement de In Seine, 1805,

The laws which preseribe the eourse of instruetion for the
Elementary Schools and Kindergartens of France were taken
from:

Flan d'Etnde des Teoles Primaires Elimentaivres (Collection Delalain
Mo, G0 and from Plan d"Etude des Ecobed Raternelles Publigues [ Collee-
tion Delalain XMoo 68), both by Delalaise Frives, Paris, 1004

Apknowledgment iz most pratefully made to Gymnasialdi-
rektor Dr, Hugo Lemeke of Stellin, Prussia, who, through his
experience as a German school official, was able to steer me
elear of much researgh which otherwise wounld have been nec-
essary. His tircleas efforts in eollecting and forwarding pro-
grams and syllabi made the prescot study of the currienlum
of German schools possible,

QOther sources are:

(1) Dag effentllche Coterrichtswesen Deutsehlands in der Gegonwart
von Dir. Paul Btotzoer, Leipeic, 1001 (2Y Grundlehrplan der Berliner .
Cremetndeschule, Darlin, 1902 {3) Allpemeine Destimmungen des Min-
isters der geistlischen Angelopenbeiten vom 135 Olktober, 1572,

Besides the foreroing primary sourees, the following second-
ary material has been found serviceable:

{1} Bpecial eports on Bducatiens] Bubjects, eleven volumes, com-
piled for the Board of Education of Foglaod, ander the supervision of
Mickael F, Sadler, Director of Specinl Inquiries and Teports for Great
Gritain (ceferred to as B RO (2) Heports of the Commissioner of
Educntion of the Hoited States {referred to ag O, TL) 3 (3) The Making
of Citizens,—na Siudy in Comparaiive FEducaiion, by R. E. Hughes,
Beortbuners, 102  This book deals mingtely with (he edueational systems
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of America, Bogland, Germany and France: (4} Elementary Education
in France, by T. H. Teegan, 1801 ; (G} French Schools through American
Eves, by J. B, Parsons, 1802: (3) Prussian Bchools throvgh American
Eyes, by J. R. Puraons, (7) Method in the Sehools of Germany, hy
J. T. Prines, 1801; (8} The German Hchool Bystem, by Levi Seeley,
1896,
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