A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETC OF THE
ANCIENT NAME AND FAMILY OF
BLITHE, BLYTHE, OR BLYTH, IN THE

COUNTIES OF WARWICKSHIRE,
DERBYSHIRE, & NORFOLK



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd
ISBN 9781760573768

A brief historical sketc of the ancient name and family of Blithe, Blythe, or Blyth, in the counties
of Warwickshire, Derbyshire, & Norfolk by William Blyth

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM BLYTH

A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETC OF THE
ANCIENT NAME AND FAMILY OF
BLITHE, BLYTHE, OR BLYTH, IN THE

COUNTIES OF WARWICKSHIRE,
DERBYSHIRE, & NORFOLK

ﬁTrieste






A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH

L1

Whe Ancient Name any Familp

BLITHE, BLYTHE, OR BLYTH,

IN¥ THE COTNTIES OF

I avmwichshive, Dexvbpshive, & RNorfolk,

° BE
THE REVEREND WILLIAM BLYTH,

AXTTOR OF FINCEAM, AND BONGBARY CANDS OF RORWIOH,

Forksich:

PRINTEDG BY AOAS H. OB0E AND OF, RAMPANT HOHEE STERET.

1885,

M.A, |




PREFACE.

N fulfilling my iutentien, se indicated in the titls page, I had to
consider from what sources I conld expect to get my materials.
Of course, first of all, one would suppose that family history would
be best learnt from family oracles—tho most elderly members
thersof—eocording to the expression in other applications,  the
oldest inhabitant,’’ or, “within the memory of man.” In the course
of my researches, however, I met with the following useful and
awakening hint, by an experienced writer on genealogical studies,
“Tt is curious to observe how littls aseuracy there sometimes is
in families, respecting their own descent; und how lable the
gonealogist is to be misle], when he has to trust to orml infor-
mation unsupported by documentary cvidenco.'—Hunfer's Deanery
af Doncaster, vol. ii. p. 413.
It s even g0, A lady, suppose, somewhat enthusiastic in regard
to the homor of & certain conneution, writes, 1 have every reason
to Delieva that my grandmother was"—what a glanee at the
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Church Register ghews at once she was e, Or some venerable
octogenarian gent. assurce me, that '“his father had no brothers,
bocause he never heard of any uncles,” whereas thres are named
in the grandfather’s Will! Certainly we must npot build on the
*‘ore] information’ of infirm memories. Btill, the lbiving voice
and family tradition serve well in supplying a clue to investigation,
and will he as both a starting and directing post to peint the
way.

What I have herein printed is not without good evidence and
proof, derived from various munimental sources. Thess are chiefly
the Libreries of Cambridge Tloiversity, and Trinity Callege, two
Public Librarias in Norwich, us well as the Probate (ffles there ;

' And cther dusty heaps
(M ancient ledgers, books of evidence,
v {fd hlseoned pedigress, and antigue rolls,
% Torn parish vegistars, probates and testamenta!"'

With theae recommondations I ask my readers to give me their
confidence, whilst T {rust they will find some little pleasure in
the following plain, but I fear somewhat disjvinted, pages. The
compilation is for the most part a family record, but, peradventurs,
it may also imterest even some outside friomds.
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1. My humble ‘“task’ shall begin with a pleasant sative upon
the very objeet of my undertaking, by ths author of the popular
balled, “John Gilpin,” whoss mortal remains are with ua to this
day at Fast Derebam, written in one of hie happiest intervals of
Hlithesome humour.

0L fond adbempt fo give  deatllesa lot
To names ignoble, Do to be forgot !
Lathsan gulfs yeceive them ag they fall,
And dark oblivian soon sbearbe thom all,
&0, when & child, as playful children uee,
Ilae burnt to finder* @ stale lant year's news;
The flame extinet, ho viewa the roving jffre—
Thers goos uy 1ady, —wnd there gous the aguirs!
Thero gove the parson, oh ! {lluatrions spark|
And there, seares lean illuatrions, goes the elork | "— Coeper.

® Children of tho prosent day, sincs the invontion of our sdmirable lueifers,
ought to be shewn the application of this nstumal phenomenon of the “roving
fire, and how wa weed fo get our light, with svme trouble, out of old rege,
by the shurp contact of fint and ateel.
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they often embaln for ue the guies and fashion of speech in eras
the most remote.”
5. "“Our Baxon anceetors did not, for the glory of a short

' continuance, name the places of their comgquest after themsclves,

but even aecording to meture’s seMf. And & most general way of
paming towns amung the Britains wes from their Rivirs; and
aven many of our Counties aud Hundreds have derived their names
from the seme original. Bach are everywhere memorials of the
earlicat races, whether Anglo-Baxon or Celtic. Thay eurvive where
other names heve often changed, and where townz and cities have
80 entirely passed away, 8a to leave searca an indiration of their
very sites.”'—Bee Parkin, in Blomefeld’s Norfolk, vol. w1 p. 4.

6. Throughout England there is hardly the name of a town
or village which is not of Celtic ovigin. The root may be either
a substantive or an adjective. The substantival form is probably the
most common. Of the adjeetival, the words meaning *rough”
“pmooth,” ‘*gentle,’ "glad,” ‘' gay,” ‘'broad” "ewift,” *clear,”
and the Mis, are, found in many +ever names.

7. Oueof thess *other like words™ is BLITHE, a word of very
great antiquity in our lauguege; and the facts and appearances
of uatural history testify o its appropriate adoption.

In the Etymological Dictionary of tha Rev. W. W. Skeat, M. A,

o
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of Christ's Colloge, Cambridge, and Professor of Anglo-Saxon
in that University, and probably the best living suthority on the
suhject, this old word is defined us from the A. B. ‘‘dlid™ or ** blids,""—
“ glad,” ““happy,” *'bright," ‘*shining” (as said of the sky) j—and its
derivatives are ‘ blithesome," ¢ blithesomeness,” &c. One sense of
it, moveover, spalt * bleth," was *merciful,” as appears from the
Goathie translation of Luke vi, 36— Be ye blithing ' (beith), “no0 a8
your Father blithe is; " {bleith sst.}

In kindly replying to me the Professor writes, ' the word “3lyfh’
can hardly be other thau the adjective ‘dshe” "™ ‘It ia a Teutonic
word of unknown age—at least four thonsand years—as mey be
in.iérmd from what is known of the history of tha Aryen lapguages.
As a faot it oocurs o Clothic ap. 850, bat it wae an old word then,
and there is no vther Teutomio word that I know of in eny way
resembling it, excapt ita derivative, hfies.”

Ita simple foree aud point perhape eould not be better seen than
in the following pretty staneze, descriptive of the bright, naturel, happy
epirit of little childron— .

*“ The heart of childhood is all mivth,
They frolic to and #ro,
Ap dreg and blithe, us if on sarth
Were a0 nuei: thing as woe,"'
B .
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#. The ontiguity then of the wond, ss well as its meaning, is
well established, and ite application in nature to & river, in the sense
of bright and fair, may be readily allowed.

' v Fiow on, thou shining river **

Now, we find that there are in England no less than thres rivers
bearing this name. Ome of them is in Northomberland, and
another in Buffolle, both falling into the Clermen Oceen; a third
iz in Warwickshire, joiming the Teme & little below Coleshill, and
with it running into the Trent. Anclently the name was Blith or
Hlitke, and the later substitution of “y*' for *‘i" in the epelling means
that the 1" originally is loag, as in &ile, and oot as in &t or
88 it might seem to bo in birth.

9. In bringiug out the word inte further techniesl or topographical
uee, theeo rivers heve given their neme to ecvoral towna or villages
which have been built on or nesr them. Bome of them are called
by the simple monceylleble Pryre; others have added a suffix
for distinction, either Romen or Anglo-Baxon, as “ burgh," “field,”
#ford,” *“hem,” or “ton." Of these we have Nfthfield in Derby-
shire, Hiyburgh and Biyford in the Ilundred of Blithing, Buffolk;
and Blyton and Flyborough in the county of Lincoln, all uwumistake-
ohie in the origin of their nomes.

10. Bryte (original Burta) is a smell aseaport fown in




