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PREFACE.

Iy publishing this Ltde book, the wuthor feels it necessary
to make & fow introdoctory remarks.

The apparent want of uniformity between the very brief
oxposition in the former portion, and that on Bt Jehn's Gos-
pel and the Acts which is more in detail, requires pome ax-
planation ; and this will be most resdily made by s statement
of the writer's original intention, In the year 1848 he pub-
lished & mmall volume of eighty pages, consisting of Parallel
Reforences on the New Testmment, His intention was to
amist any resder who sincerely desired to make himsell
soquainted with the holy Hook, avd therefors’ was willing to
take the trouble to compare one portion with another, and
to examing the connection wnd apparent purport of each, be-
fore forming a decid®d opindon of thelr respoctive meanings.
He hoped it might be useful to intelligant Bible classes, and
also to teachers of Bunday Schools. But his principal object
wag, to place the necessary refrences in the hands of his
theological stodents, both to zave the troubls of taking them
a8 noted, and also the time required to dietate them, Tnetend
of accumulating & vast number of references, such o3 may ba
found in multitudes of Bibles, where they stand unooticed by
readers in general, and in & majority of cases are nosatisfuc-
tory to the examiner, his desfre waa to select a fow of those
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that bore directly on the words, or senbiments, or doctrines
to bo MNustrated, and thur to develop the harmony and conse-
quent. trothfulness of the sacred writings, Onthe refpeniog
of the Seminary in Gotober last, it was found that & sufficient
number of copies could not be obtained for necessary use.
The puthor, therefore, detevmined to publish enother edition,
which he hoped alo to improve, oz he had become satisfied
that the former was not sulleiently dlear for ordinary readera,
The particular bearing of the seferences had not been stated,
and in some instances was mot obvlows.  The nocessity of
considering this point before saoy light coold be thrown upen
the clanyes under review, wade the e of the publication lesa
easy than could be wished It vwns therefore determined to
inform the reader what the passapes referred to were thought
to illustrate, leaving it to himself to dmw the right concla-
giona. PBrevity waz chiafly aimed af, and any notice of por-
tiony, which eeemed sufficiently plaio to sincere and careful
students, was therefore entizely omitted. Ae the author pro-
ceeded in his task, and especially when it brought under con-
eideration the more profoand and spiritus! instruetions of the
divine Teacher, he thought it expedient, not to aay necesaary,
to go eomewhat more oty detall. Az unfortumntely tha
former portion of the beok was in print before the latter had
been properly prepared, it became impossible to make alters-
tions producing such s barmooy of the whole volume as would
certainly be desirable.

Notwithstanding what has just been eaid respecting the
latter portion of the book, the wain idss of ita title has not
been loat sight of The interpredation iy founded on the use
of parallel referonces, although thelr baaring and meaning, the
principle, historical statements, points of doctring, ete., which
they imply, or suatain, or illpatrate, may be more particelarly
drawn out, and made the mors prominent ground of axposi-
tion. T will be oheerved, thersfors, that many portions are
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entirely ignored, however important or diffleult they may be
in themszelves, either in & critical, or historical, or doctrinml
view, becai=e their meaning or inspived autherity cannot he
settled merely by a conparison of Beripbare with Seripture,
This remark is applicable to soch cases a8 the gemope-
ness of the first two Chaplers of 5t. Mutthew's Gospel, the
doubtfulness of & amall portion pear the commencement
of John B, the story of the edultercus woman in John 8,
the barmopy of the socoumis of our Londs resurreotion,
and several other topida In themselves of very great in-
terest.  On all matiers of thid sort, and rlso on all questions
introductory to the Gospels and Acts of the Apostles, such as
authorehip, time, purpase of writing, and other similar points,
recoures must be had to Commendators and COritice.  They
have been of late o tharoughly investigated, that no ingui-
gitive reader of moderate intelligence need fail to secure an
nequaintance with all necessary infrmation,

When the preparation of the present volume was begun, it
was intended to continne the selection of referencea, with
brief notices of thelr general meaning, through the whole of
the New Teetament. But in the courss of its progres it was
soon fourd by expertence, that to sccomplish such an under-
teking, 5o as to give even the moet moderate degres of atis-
faction, would ba o constantly mereasing labor ; and no sueh
publication eould be prepared under several yeare, This will
be readily understood by any one who has ever made the
effort of collecting accessible data, and examining for himself
various scriptural connections, not depending entirely on the
platements of others, hewever respectable in charncter, and
distinguirbed for talent and learning. A dasire to have the
volume ready for the noxt class, made it absclutely neceesary
to limit the underteking to the historical books of the New
Testament.

Here I take the opportunity of remarking that s carefisl
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gtudy of the Goapels and Acls onstitates the best preparation
for that of the Epistles. It imparts a knowladge of the Now
Testament language, which every student shenld asquire, in
order to become s competent instroctor in Chirlstian troth
It prepares for the fuller development of doctrinel points,
which otherwise are likely to becorne enwrapped in the mists
of cloudy uncertainty and indefinitensss, Let the teachings of
the Master, aa embodied in the hiegraphical narratives of his
troe disciples, be thoroughly examined and madw to exercise
& due inflzence on the head and heart of the learner, and he
will becdme the betier prepared to nnderstand and rightly
appreciate those “many things" which, when they could
4 hear them," the Bavicur poured into their souls, by means
af “the Holy Ghost whom the Father sent In his nsme”
that divine agent of his by whom he *gmided them into all
the truth” of his Gospel See John 16:13, 14:26, 16:18,

The Holy Bitle, though composed by persons of different
eapacity and chatgcter; and under very varying conditions of
time, place, and human asscciation, 18 the inspired word of
{iod, and, like his works, is characterized by o hurmeny and
a unity which mark the divinity of ita erigin. Its represent-
ations of saered truth are never inconstsiont, however much
they may differ in form, and manner, and degree, all of which
are In acoordance with the cireumstances of the respective
writers, Ita fundamental unity, therefore, is never lost might
of by the one originel superinteoding Anthor. Hence it is
that one portion becomes illustrative of another, where the
general topic id the same ; and therefore the spiritual things
embodied in one are most saticfactority axplined by the aid
of those which are contained in another. A comparizon of
various texts frequently produce the most satisfictery expe-
sition ; mnd, as this method of * searching the Beriptores” is
within the ability of most readers, it is highly to be recom-
mended The process may be glow, but the soocss is, ina



