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PREVFVACE,

As an owner of hovses and dogs, and later as a student,
practitioner, and teacher of veterinary medicine, the author has
constantly regretted the poverty of practienl books on the
domestic animals, and has felt the want of acenrate text-books
ou many of the ordinary suljects concerning them.  Upon the
age of the domestic animals there exist in English but incom-
plete and seattered wiritings; the best of them by writers of
the first half of the centnry. which have only been supplemented
in later years by shovt compends, ar the publication of charts ol
variable merit, with but 4 small amount of descriptive matter.

The anthor has attempted to prepare snch a book ax he
feels would have been of iuterest and serviee to himsell’ in his
association with animals as a lavman, and would have aided his
studies and appreciation of the anatomy of the teeth, dentition,
and the meaus of determining the age.  He hopes. also, that
this work will furnish, to students and veterinanans, knowledge
wlich will aid in surgical operations on the mouth.

Lu French, Geyman, and Ttalian the literature npon this
subject s much more complete, and the articles in these lan-
guages arve mich better illustrated ; so that the author has drawn
freely in quotations and translutions from the list of writers
fonnd in the appended Bibliography, aud has used many illus-
trations where he lias not believed that new drawings would be
an improvement upon the older ones,  He wishes fo recognize

(v)



vl PREFACE.

especially his indebtedness for many paragraphs which have
been freely translated, and for o majority of the illustrations on
the horse’s age, from Goubaux and Barrier; for illustrations on
the dog, from Girvard; to text and the use of illustrations on
the hog, from Dr. Olot thwnrtzklopff; and the wse of illustra-
tions on the human mouth, from the White Dental Manulae-

taring Company, of Philadelphia,
Rusa 8. HumeKeper.

Broapway, con, Firrv-rainn STRERT,
KNew Yorg, Oetoloer, 1881
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