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PREFACE.

Tazse little Tales are principally derived from the annals
of a small country parish in the north of England. The
language used by many of the characters, and the scenery
| of the places in which the events ocourred, will manifest
this to all who are asquainted with the Iocalities referred to.

It may be thought that there is rather too prevailing a
character of melancholy throughout the atories, as there
are few of them which do not terminate with distress or
death ;—but then it must be remembered that the prin-
cipal causes which bring on the connexion of the Parish
Priest with his parishioners, are those of vice and poverty.
The rich and the prosperous seldom have need of the
personal services of GOD'B minister ; and therefore, seldom
seeking him, he knows but little of their inner hearts.
But poverty and sin are ever calling, either for the con-
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golations or the rebukes of him whose peculiar office it
is to give them to the heavy-laden. If we are not sur-
prised to hear, as GoD%s word tells us, that there is more
gin than holiness in the world, so we must not be sur-
prised, as its consequence, that the Parish Priest bas more
to do with misery than with joy; and that when he
records the annals of his Pastoral labors, it is too often
the record of many sorrows. The Prodigal, the Magdalen,
and Lazarus, will ever form the first features of the land-
scape on which his memory dwells.

The Tales, it is hoped, may be interesting as well aa
beneficial to the poor and the young., Being mostly
founded upon truth, the only fault the reader will have
to find is, the imperfection of the narrator.—Such as they
are let them be received with charity.

W.J. E. B.

8. Poul's. Saburday in Easier Week, 1848,
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WILLIE’S GRAVE.




Myre than we know, and all wa nesd,

Is in young children's prayer and ereed.

They for their home before Him fall,

Ha for His Church receives their call.

He gives the frail and feeble tongue

A doom to speak on gin and wrong ;
Unconscious, they stern lightnings im,

When His Ten Precepls they proclaim.”

Lyra Innocentiiom,




