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PREFACE.

Trmss lechures wero prepared in 1858, for the Fraternity
Coursa, which had been instituted that year, They ware carefully
elaborated, being written out in full, and partly rewritten with a
view to publication. The lacture on Franklin was writien gver
twice,®* —three times, in fact, though the last reproduction was
rendered neceasary by the loss of the original manuescript, Buf
three of them, however, were delivered in Tremont Toemple; and
these were more than should have been sttempted, for Mr Parler
was already so weak in this last antumn of his public servies, that
ha made his way to the hall with difficulty, and bavely sustaned
himself through the effort he was malking.

Tha lecturos are printed from faithful copies of his manuseript,
with no more correction than waas actually required by occasional
omisgions that had to bhe made good, by very infrequent defocts
that were easily repaired, or by misplaced references, which, it is
needless to say, ware here, a8 elsewhere in Mr Parker’s writings,
exceedingly fow. :

The lectures wore prepared at o time when the antislavery
agitation waa ab its height ; when, in Mr Parker’s judgment, it
distinetly menaced war. The subject naturally occupies a large
space in the biographies; indeed it furnished, probably, ome of
the motives for preparing them. That issue is dead. The war,

* Weiss's Life of Parker, i p. 438,
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to which the evil sncenmbed, broke out almost immediately after
his decease, and -accomplished by force what he hoped might be
accomplished peacefolly, A fow passages, eontaining allusions
to the ethics snd politics of that by-gone epoch, wonld not be
pennod to-day ; but none will be eorry to resd them whe can
weigh their importance as contributions to history, or can esti-
mate their value as illustrations of character.

Mr Parker's religious opinions were too vital to him to be
axeluded from any kind of diseourse, and the reader of this
volume may occasionally come scross a phrase, or posaibly & sen-
tence, that will seem intrusive and objectionsble. But such
sentences and phreses are singularly mare, scarcely more frequent
than the subject demanded, no more frequent than was demanded
by hir favourite method of treatment.

That method is simple, clear, and exhaustive. Mr Parker
never weote without o direet purpese, and the purpose was
alwoys sericus enmough fo engage the earnest exercize of his
ability. When he selected the characters of Historie Americans
g8 themes for the Lyceum, his object was mof, as with most
lecturera it is, to smuse an auwdience for an hoar; it was not to
convey biographical information in a popular form ; it was not
to *do gpood' in & general sense; much less was it, in a specific
gonse, to do evil by effronting the reverence of his contemporaries,
or diminishing the reputation of eminent men whom peopls far
and near had lifted to a pedestal of honour. His design was to
trace back to their sources, in the creative mindas of the nation,
the principles that have exerted a comtrolling influence in the
nation's history, and are etill sctive in the institutions and the
polities of the hour. Ha would discuss great issues in a concrete
form, showing how they were associated with character for better
OF Worse.

A further intention he doubtless had,—such an intention as




