CHRIST
OUR EXAMPLE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649548767

Christ Our Example by Caroline Fry

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



CAROLINE FRY

CHRIST
OUR EXAMPLE

ﬁTrieste






CHRIST '

OUR EXAMPLE

e by .

Mys, I s
BY CAROLINE(FRY) W/ (i50n

AUTHOR OF "TRE LINTENER "SCRIPTURE READERS
GULDE," d¢, &a,

PHILADELPHIA:

FUBLIEHED BY GEOBGE, LATIMER & CO,
15 Boull-Forrthesipeet,

R & G. A ‘Wool, Priotsts, New-Tork,
1833,




#—-.;1\
1A
1\
.

CHRIST OUR EXAMPLE.

CHAPTER 1.
INTRODUCTORY.

« Bul we all, with open face “bekolding as in a .
glass the glory of the Lord, ave changed
. dinto-the same image from glory to glory,
evem a8 by the Spirid of ihe LordV—
2 Cer. iii. 18.

Amowe those who call themselves Christians,
there is a large class with whom some vague
estimate of charactor makes up the whnle iden
of religion. A good Christian is unders‘tul_i to
be o who pays his debis, loyes his family,
deals honourably with his neighbours, and
carries himeell amiably and respectably ac-
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2 CHRINT OTR EXAMPLE.

Tmrding te his statjon in society ; without any
reference to what he believes of the doctrines
of Christianity, or whether he believes in Christ
atall. The unbelieving poet’s axiom is their
favourite ereed—

“ Hin ean’t be wrong whoea lif is in the nght™

But the creed is folser than the axiom. This
is in the abstract true ; for there is no rale of
right but the revealed will of God—no exnmple
of right but the example of Christ; and he
whose }iﬁa is. conformed to these, cannot indeed
be wrong.  This is the will of God, that ye
believe in him whom he hath sent.” To believe
in Christ and follow in his footsteps, we must
be born anew and sanctified by the Holy Bpirit
—and tkis is to be a Christiap indeed. But
. this is nof the poet’s meaning, nor the meaning
of his unconscious copyists, whether they be
avowed Bocinians, or of the many who are
Bocinian in heart withoul being aware of it.
These all, unless they think it bad taste to
name the name of Christ, or unless the enmity
of the heart to the doetrines of the gospel is
go great that they would exclude Christ from
their religion altogether, profess'to think the
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example of Jesus the only thing worthy of
attention ; the mornlity of the Bible the only
thing of importance in it. To conform to
these, they fancy themselves fully competent,
by virtue of some power given by God at their
birth ; or some grace imparted in baptism ; or
some act of amnesty, they scarce know what,
by which the will is to be taken for the deed,
~ and they who have not done well are to be
accepted as having done the best they could.
If to persons of thia class we speak of faith,
they tell us that works are better, If we speak
of gin, they say, Giod is merciful, and their
hearts are good. 1If we set Chriat before them,
they say it is better to be like him than to wmlk
a0 much about him. The disciples of Christ,
living by faith vpon his name, meet with
ungentle treatment at their hands ; the long re-
pented sins of former days, the deeply mourned
defectibility of present conduct, being esteemed
sufficient evidence of hypocrisy. But if there
Be those on the other hand, who *deay the
Lord that bought them,” and live without God
Wi the world, they are defended on the ground
that, being upright and conscientions men, we
kave nothing to do with what they tkink. Nay,
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| CHRIAY OUR EXAMPLE.

I have observed that even the word of God
meets with but partial acceptance at the hands
of these moralists; they like none of it but the
gospels, which they idly and falsely conceive to
be the practical part of Heriptare, * Character,
character " —this is their cry; they will have
nothing but charecter. It seems to them that
professors of religion cennot be right, their
condnct being so defective. Men of the world
‘canmot be wrong, being so amiable and up-
right.

Bhould any such perscns cast an eye upon
this page, I would bespeak from them a favour-
able atvention. They will not find hera a
treatise upon faith. 1 shall oot abtempt to
prove that such cpiniona virtually set at nonght
the sacrifice of Christ, make it useless, make it
vain; deny the truth of the Beriptures, the
corruption of man, the nature of sin, and the
faithfulness of Guod in what he has revealed,
end sink Christianity to & level with Deism or
Mahometanism, which each hasa code of morals
of its own., The subject of this volume is the
fruits of faith, the Christain cheracter—the
very test by which fAey have chosen to be tried.
We cannot deny it is n Beripture test: Y By
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their fruits ye shell lknow them."” I bespeak
oaly that the fruit the branches bear shall
resemble that which grew upon the stem; that
there be no choosing of it by our tastes and
habits, or the maxims and conventions of po-
ciety ; that there be no judgment of it but the
jadgment of God as doeclared in holy Scripture.

I am aware that amongst the number who
thus suspend their religious opinions upon seme
indefinite notions of character, there are peraons
ueither so light nor so careless, though perhaps
not less mistaken than those 1 have described.
Thesa are they who read the Eible with serious-
pess, who seek truth with a willing and de-
siring mind, do reverence to their own abstrect
idea of religion, and think that if they could
see it ezemplified, they should love it and bow
down before it. But because they have formed
their beas idéal of a Christian from some fancy
of their own, rather than from the word of
God, they are bafiled and puzzled by what
they see. In the people of this world they
frequently perceive a dignified uprightness, a
polished amiability, very strikingly contrasted
with the rugged humours and defective conduet
of some of the childrén of God. Could the
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] CHRLIAT OUR EXAMFLE.

* heart of each be unclosed, end the sprihgs and
motives of action be brought to the test of
Scripture, there would be little diffficulty, I
" believe, in deciding which of them sppremches
nearest to our great Example. But the exterior
only is perceived, and ihis js measured by the
“ measure of & man,'” and not of God ; and the
honest inguirer after Christian character, atill
persunding himself he shall love it when he
finds it, either takes that for it which is not i,
and does homage to a counterfeit; or, failing
to recognise the renlity, when he finds it, learns
to doubt if it has existence anywhere. 1 shall
be very giad if I can show to any such that
they mistake the character they are in search
of ; that they have not examined the Divine
Original with sufficient minuteness to know the
traces of his image when they see them. Bome
part of the difficulty that opposes their accept-
ance of a profession so little borne out by the
character bf th“. professors, may perhapa he
removed if 1 can convings them that, however
beautiful appears the character of the upright
and amiable of thie world, it bears not- the
slightest. resemblance to the cheracter of Him,
to-be conformed t0 whose likeness we werk




