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AN INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE.

Orrics AREAWSAS STATE AoRIC'L AFD MECH'L Assoc,
Little Rock, Ark., August 10, 1872 }
Wirrraw Deentva, Eeg.,
Duaring Flantation Macking Fork, Lowiseilla, Fy. :
Dxan 8rg,—I have recently read a book called the “Baven Di

ms,”
« written by & mechanician of your city, with which I am much pleased. "If you

Enow him give him my complimenta, and gay to him that I am aare that every
member of the Association of which T am President will join ma in saying that
his work ia, for us plantars of the South, a timely and usefal publication. ~ And
phusnhomﬁguthhlmmvrhm alfladnnfnrnm:lded.lﬁmhe
rd his title-page. Inl-hatrﬁo“w-ml],ﬂrﬂm Years the
second title “Bizty Years Ago” covers the main pith book, w!
name “ Waverly” 18 but of secondary considaration. Bul. thn-chlaf“luaol'ﬂm
work of our ician is under the first titie, ¥The Boven DMagrams ™ and
the title “Improved Gln-Houses” doos not only not nmu.n]y ecome undar the
first, but it and all that is aaid wndor it 1a of secondary reance.  ‘Those sim-
ple demonstrations, show nthﬁﬁﬂmlmlm'lh we have thus far too
generally subjected ofmﬂlmh'bl&muﬁﬂnam.lh:mghham
never @aid a word about “&WGHI- " Under those Disgrams e
hes given & leseom in pol which is of morg immediats usefulness
Lo us ors than the more ani _pplh:blewurhod'ﬂmlthandml]
I dmpm[n]];mmmtﬂimﬂﬂo,ﬁ:rhuueﬂnndhﬂa, words: “A Prae-
tical Lasson in Plantation lﬁulEcm
Bat far b it from me to say that th utthbmkwhmhmorim-
gin-housea s of no, or even of I amso fur from this
[mtandtnl:rupmawm])lrmshputu & house after his plany next
season, on our fair grounds at Little Bock, a8 & model gin-houss, to be
exbibited by us for the benefit of the and members of our Bociety who
mey visit us during our exhibition of 1873; and one porposa of this communi-
uuonuhukyuntngmnmammmdmmdthawk‘mmmp
necessary to its erection,  Mr, Mechanician, in his appendix, has ﬁlm us the
m?qumﬂmmﬂthmdwhnhdaﬁmmwrmdu can myself
you will oblige me by sending ma #s #oon 88 con-
venient the cost of the labor snd

I understand ail the book mmpm That tome iz an enigma. Pleass

gl‘lfl me, if you ean, its interpretation.

Iam,ﬂurlir\my 1
wym
Prosidevt Avkenogs Siate Agrie'l and Meeh'l Assoc.

Covwrmie-Rood Dereing Prawtarronr Micsrxs Works,
Louisvills, August 15, 1872,
D. E. Joxes, Ezg,

Prosident Arkansos Siate dgrie’l and Moah'l Assoc., Litils Buock, Ark. :

Dean Bra,—Your esteamed and interesting favor of the 10th inst, duly re-
ceived. Mr. Mochanician accepta and thanks you for your compliments. He
asks me alao to thank you for your diseriminating eriticism on his ti and
wadathxthswma&ﬁptiw;mmdmml in the second edition, now being mada
ready for the m—]tﬁjmfnrthmewitnmhwm
o B eppedie 1 e 1 R ancd ok R, cpis by ot et will be
under its ap o, be s not eight by eight wil
Ilr;a emnuggm ?n.a and five by ten inches for w?;y rgen, rovided that

olests made of sound an inch and a half thick and two ar Ihrae feot km%
‘ﬂrglkedm the posta for 8 widmﬁnthaﬂr md.pkws a0 inch thick
@ inches lonﬁhm.iid on the girders for shoulders to faca E]ngsimt

posta. He nssurance that good clests, well spiked on epul.lnml
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nafled on the girders, wil] ba {ﬂ% [T mllahla as shoulders gained into the timbers
with saw and chisel pain tha intoacconnt the lesser lumber and
labor Mwlmhuﬁmﬂunhylwﬂnmtufmw-m
In reference to those partitions on the gin-stand floor, end in reference to s plan
suggested to him to put & floor for the seed-cotion on the principal rafters over
he gin-stand floor, hesaye i-'lillunh pllmtar abould study the maiter deliberataly,

then follow his own and ing within the cuter walla of
the house to suit hi In an MF‘ utting in & second npper floor for the
seed-cotton, the pin, ha sa; probably have to ba moved to tha other end
ol‘ahl:-ohom bave tha lint-room in of it on the same floor, In this
CRED thlnkitp&rutlmmlghthmlhmlghthn mwﬂle'lmthm 28t
along over the inside line of the engine-pullay, The corn-miil might then lfillll

about N hﬁgmc,andthsbdhof mill and gin be & to Tun close
ai.nn on the guter or right-hand side of that ion. ‘Then by building a
1]mllw on the arma of the puiley proper of the engine, ome of thoss very
mall-sized cottor-seed hullers, he continnes, might' be run close up to the
partition, and just enough to one side or the other to give it & sufficlant langth
of belt. He uwﬂ:]wuunwed.hnlmbmhhmmibyguﬁm
that one of hulled cotton properly fod, i worth more than two
'hunhalmt corny and this, he concludes, 18 8 new and important item in plantation
po]iuﬂlmmg.
In reforence to the workmanehip of the gin-houss, T think I can safaly asanre
l':tru that w'uh a good foreman it willnutwst-mwtwnhmﬂ or at moat two
ndred and fifty dollars, Your idea of buoildin gin-house on
mm:! ﬂn&fawmfmthaphnmnf Itmllmnl::mmllml.me,
would it mot agon-clmpplemm to snpply it with a horse-engine,
#0 Enat mgn-mxli lhl;l ﬁ;u:mn-gm mn‘e:ih rers Ml;-'l 3{::““ v mlfhh.lllllgn
ion, driven game power—the muse e—by w
mvml generally on the pllnl.a.twmi The driving of thmrmlnh[nm&z;-
wer &t our Fairs may bo o may ba made so easily m'lhal-.
Iﬂi:mﬂu.n]l]mmlmanuflﬂmu as all mld
im mvnm.entmth_gllﬁuee And naow, anl]o‘w aﬂﬂwnfﬁt.]‘ﬂnlmﬂh
g in well-doing, I propose for myself and mssociates in thesa VWorks,
Messrs, Gro, W. Wli:m&{h., to mppi] Ewr model gin-house with one of my

Ko. & horse-engines, {o gin-house for that
uommnmutmn, M. m

In snswer io the ru'agru whmh cloges your
cian bids me remi lgal. means Rising—Ri up; and thet his
preface is therefure sn n&mhmhon oa.'t!:a rising wp which it is Wa aTe

now sl working for over our beloved South.
I am, dear sir, vory truly VW?LLIA.! e

Lirrie Boce, ARE., August 31, 1872,
Wirriam DEEning, Esq., Loulsvills, Ky.:

Dear Hm—Your very kind favor of the 18th, in answer to mine of the 10th
inst., now lies on iny table. I like those ln,ggelﬁouut Machanician wlw:h
lessen the material and the cost of the ry of the ontside or
frame-work of Lis gin-house. His words an Jour words, and pmcm;itba
ﬁmm offer of yourself and nmcu.lu in making us & donation of onsof your

& horse-engines, sk Lens my hands, as I contemplste laying this matter
before our Diirectors, who I believe will ta mth me 80 y that next
year will sea this matter carried into ful fruition.

Haw% know ;hat iamme;:ti:ndm} ngﬁm. a?dlhk?;%t‘o}ﬂt& of the
quist enthusiasm of our Mechanicia wi 0 tha Rising
up to ba thus institated Ly our Lnu;&mhm wa shall be but pinnceu

‘With gincere thanks, not ﬁorgetung that awrgem] our Association
will by-and-by jein me in these thanks T li dohlthm, and with faith
that we will ba in good time able to avail -:n.l.malvel of its usefulneas

1 am, dmur,veqmpaotfug W b
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IMPROVED GIN-HOUSES.

The reasons which point to the necessity for im-
proved plantation office-houses are of two classes: Firs,
those which exist in the promptings which underlie the
advance of civilization; and second, those which are
suggested by the immediately and practically useful.

The reasons of the first class lie rather outside the
province of men of immediately practical conceptioss,
and belong more specifically to the philosopher. Never-
theless, some of us practical men sometimes indulge a
little in philosophy; and se, by an easy analysis, many
a manufacturer concludes that if his machines fell into
proper places in proper houses they would be much
more likely to give the required satisfaction, So too a
thoughtful man of any occupation, after passing through
a district in Indiana destitute of barns, and with but
open hovels for stables, and then through one of those
rich districts in Pennsylvania, dotted \u-ittl;}fann offize-
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houses comparatively like palaces, would irresistibly
come to the conclusion that in the world of husbandry
the people of the first district are a long way behind the
broad and beautiful advance of the people of the second.

I will not speak of the farm office-houses of the South
generally ; but, that 1 may give an evidence which will
-introduce that iiilmediately and practically useful with a
greater impressiveness, I will speak freely, but I hope
kindly, of a single plantation which I visited during-a
cold week in February.

It had no sheep-rots, but a number of dead lambs;
no sties, but in the cvening a litter of eleven, out of
which next morning there were nine frozen pigs; no
byres, but a crowd of raw-boned, sickly-looking cows;
no stables, but a frightful looking hovel of logs, with
openings between them through which foals could suck
their mothers, without a dour worthy of the name, and
with layers of manure three feet deep for beds for the
long-haired, dirty-looking, shaggy, shambling mules;
no implement-room, but shamns in shape of onehorse
plows rotting in the fence-corners; neither barn nor
granary, but a little “fodder” losing its little remaining
virtue in loose heaps, kept from the hungry cattle by
ugly fence-rails, It had no proper gin-house, but in its
place an insane strata of immense logs, dribbled by
some uncouth giants in a horizontal row, nine feet from
the ground, on the tops of upright—or nearly upright—
24-inch diameter butts of trees. These were covered
with a roof with eaves springing from themselves, and
ending in a comb high enoﬁgh to show that it contained
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material to make, in addition to a roof proper, a com-
fortable second story for the ginstand. Under these
logs I found a decayed running-gear and six mules on
it, doing the work that under fair conditions could have
been done as easily by four. The axle of the running-
gear had mortices for four levers. Two mules were on
. each of two of these, and one mule on each of the two
others. One boy tottgred behind each lever, making
four boys freezing under, that day, a bitter north wind,
blowing unobstructedly through that miserable open
quadrangle. Up stairs—if I might say stairs in con-
nection with a place about which there was nothing
worthy of the name—were two other boys as attendants
on the gin man; and the gin man, with his gin shriek-
ing in the darkness under that low roof, through whose
ragged imperfections the icy winds grated round their
shivering bodies. I said shrieking because, as I climbed
the crazy ladder, I heard a noise which I knew to be not
simply usually but dangerously abnormal. I steadied
myself past several openings gaping down into the
mule-room, and as I approached the gin bumped my
beaver against a purloin; and then in no very good
humor grasped the man by the shoulder, and ducking
my head, as well to avoid another bump as to reach his
ear, 1 said:

“ There is something in your gin, uncle.”

“1 reckon not, masser; I reckon the gin’s all right,”
he responded.

“I tell you there is something—a nail or something ;
you had better look,” I reiterated. I should, however



