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PREFACE

It is no unmixed evil that the feeling
of confidence in the limitless extent of the
country’s resources and in its ecomomic
self-sufficiency should lately have been
shaken. So long as an apparently bound-
less horizon extended before us, we moved
on a plane different from the rest of the
world and indifferent thereto. To-day,
when for the first time we are beginning
to understand that our natural resources are
limited, that the end of the nation’s possi-
bilities for internal development is almost
within sight, and that its capacity of con-
sumption has been unable to keep pace with
its production, the necessity of providing
foreign markets for our industry is increas- v/
ingly felt. Accompanying this has come
the realization of the need for a navy suf-
ficiently powerful to protect our over-sea
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comimerce and our coast line, our policies
in Latin America and our distant depend-
encies in the Pacific. The country has at
last realized the importance of a fleet as
an insurance against war. It has still to
be aroused to the necessity of an efficient
diplomacy as an adjunct to the navy, both
in the extension of our commerce and in-
fluence abroad and in the preservation of
peace while carrying out the national poli-
cies.

Hitherto our attainment to national great-
ness has been unaccompanied by the cor-
respoending preparation in the public mind
for a foreign policy conforming to the
magnitude of the country’s new respon-
sibilities and the loftiness of its manifest
destiny. American public opinion, only
lately awakened to the importance of inter-
course with other nations, has still to be
trained to the consciousness of what it may
rightly demand from diplomacy as an
instrument for the nation’s welfare. It
remains weighted by the handicap of tradi-
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tions which, though they have outlived their
utility, have not yet lost their hold. The
same process of removation which, acting
in industry, has borne us into the forefront
of nations requires infusion into the mecha-
nism of our foreign policy, in order to adapt
it to the present and future exigencies of
the Republic’s international position.

The purpose of these studies is to draw
attention to the duty of diplomacy to fur-
ther our foreign policy in different regions
of the world, and to the conditions of
national security upon which must rest its
assertion.

THE AUTHOR,
June, 1000,
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