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PREFATORY NOTE.

Ir will be observed that the grester part of thia lLittle
book has hean taken in one form or other from Lockhart's
Lifeof Sir Walter Seotd, in ten volumes, No introduction
to Boott would be worth much in whish that eourss was
not followed. Indeed, excepting Bir Walter's own writ-
ingn, there is bardly any other great source of information
about him ; and that is so full, that hardly anything need-
fol to illustrate the subject of Beott’s life remaine un-
touched. As regards the only matters of controvemy,—
Scott's relations to the Ballantynes, I have taken care to
eheck Mr, Lockhart's statements by reading thoses of the
represantatives of the Ballantyns brothsrs; but with thia
exception, Sir Walter's own works and Lockhart's life
of him are the great suthorities concerning his character
and hia story.
Just ten years age Mr. Gladstons, in axpressing to
the late Me. Hope Scott the great delight which the
of Lockhart's life of Sir Walter had given him,
wrote, ¥ I may be wrong, but I am veguely under the
impression that it has never had a really wide circulation.
If so, it is the saddest pity, and I should grestly like
{without any censure on its pressnt length} to ses pub-
lished an abbreviation of it" Mr. (ladstone did not
them kmow that as long ago ms 1848 Mr. Lockhart did
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himself prepare soch an abbrevistion, in which the ori-
ginal cighty-four chapters were compressed into eighteen,
—ithough the abbrevistion contained additions as well
as compressions. Bot even this abridgment is itself a
bulky volume. of 80D ‘pages, containing, I should think,
considerably more than a third of the reading in the ori-
ginal ten volumes, and is not, therefore, very likely to be
preferred to the completer work. In some respecta I hope
that this introdaction may supply, better than that bulky
abbreviation, what Mr. Gladstone probably meant to sng-
gest,—some slight miniature taken from the great pic-
ture with care encugh to tempt on those who look on it
to the stody of the fuller life, as well as of that image of
Bir Walter which is impressed by his own hand uwpon
his works,



CONTENTS.

CHAPTEE L
Awowerey, Pansation, adp CRmmoacon

CHAPTER IL
Youra—Omoscm or 4 Prormssion .,

CHAFPTEE VIIL
Ryxovin ™0 ASBOTErORD, AND Live TEWEN

—



LT OOETENTSH.

CHAPTEE IX.
Boorr's Pawrwenamirs wITe TER BALrantrams

OHAPTER X
Ten Wavasray Novers . " i AW

CHAPTEE XL
Boorr's MoaaLrr avp Exviaron . P

CHAPTER XIL
DIeTaaOTIoNS AND AMUSENENTS AT ARBOTEFORD .

CHAPTEE XIIL
Bootr anp Grozax IV. . ) § ¥

OCHAPTER XIV.
Boorr a8 4 Porrriciaw . . M . N

UHAPTER XV.

ek

148

1n




