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BIgkaAL OFFLOE,
War DEPanTMENT,
Wasfitnglon City, July 1, 1300,

The following regalations for the operation and main.
tenance of United States military telegraph lines are
furnished for the guidance of all concernad. They will
replace all former instrnetions relating to the operation
of military telegraph Iines,

Tmmediately upon receipt of these instrnctions, offi-
cerd in charge and operators will make themselves

familiar therewith.
A, W, GREELY,

Chief Signal Officer,
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Regulationa for the Operatien and Malntenance of
U. 8. Military Telegraph Lines and General Rogu-
latlons of the Signal Corps, T. 8. Army.

1. The act of Congress approved Cetober I, 18840,
eection 2, directa that the Chief Signal Officer shall
have charge, under direction of the Secretary of War,
of * ® * '{he construction, repair, and operation of
military telegraph lines,” * # & 45 the dnty of
collecting and transmitting information for the Army
by telegraph or otherwise.™ '

2. These lines, owned by the Unlted States, are only
subject to the laws of the (teneral Government, being
built for the better protection of immigration and fron-
tier settlements from depredations, and especially for
maintaining quick and sare means of communication
for military purposes, No uere will be permitted of
these lines that would defeaf the object of their con-
struction. The operatora on these lines are enlisted man
of the Bignal Corpa or eivil employess who have acceptad
military discipline, They will not fail to show to mili-
tary superiors the proper respect and courtesy required
by Army Begulations; they will give commanding offf-
cars cordial cooperation in transmitting dispatches and
in rendering every possible assistance in promoting
military operationg, and, in all caszes, will treat the
demands of their military superiors with the greatest
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3. With the view of rendering the most aficient servy-
ice to sconting parties and other troops serviog in cam.
paigns or manenvers, enlisted men of the Signal Corps
will at all timee be reedy to take the field when so
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i) OFERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF

ordered by their commanding officer.  For this parpose,
they muat always be properly equipped for cutting in
and opening a field atation on telegraph lines between
regular offices, Such squipment should include a pair
of climbere, a block and tackle, & pocket relay, or extra
relay or box sounder, sinall pieses of office wire for con-
necting the lines to the instrument, & hatchet, pliers, &
few naily, and blanks, pencils, writing pads, ete., which
will be kept conveniently packed for transportation,

Enlistad men of the Signal Corps will inform them-
selves am far s possible as to peography of the country
near their stations, as epportunity may oceur for ren-
dering important servies to commands in the field by
carrving information from such commands to the near-
e=t telegraph line and transmitting it by wire,

GENERAL RULRE

4. Tosecure the grestest mesaure of oeefulness and
efficiency of thess lines for military purposes, the fol-
lowing roles will be strictly observed: Enlisted men
and employees in charge of stations (not st military
pouts and where there are notroopa) ave horeby directed
to promptly communicate to commanding officers of
posts or cantomments nearest o, and on each side of,
their stations any information .oming to their knowl-
edge regarding the enemy, and to transmit to them all
reports bronght to a etation by scounts, or other persons,
respecting outbreals, raids, depredations or movements
af the enemy, ]

Toenable commanding officers to determine the degree
of importance to attach to emch reports, operators will
state with the utmeost particularity how the informa-
tion thus communicated wae obtained, the natnre and
axtent of the depredations, and the place where com.
mitted ; whether the depredations were by Indians or
other parties,and, if Imi:innﬂ. the band or tribe to which



U. B MILITARY TELEGEAPH LINES, T

they belong, the number in the party, and the direction
whenoe they came and toward which they traveled.

To be of value in military opexations it is indispensa-
ble that Information of thia character shomld be com-
municated with the least possible delay, and to this end
any operator transmitting important militury dispatches
from official sources, or on his own motion, will, in call-
ing the desired office, dee the signal “9." which signal

. will be undarstosd aa commanding immediate suapen.
sion of all other business until the dispatches in hand
have been transmitied.

The operator sending, under this signal, military dis-
patehes, asalen all operators recel ving them, will conaider
themsalves as comstantly on doty and remain within
gound of their instroments until the emergency neces-
pitating its nse has pased, and of the termination of
snch emergency the military commander present on the
line will ba the judge, When any operator thus on
duty shall have been notified that his attendance {8 no
longer required, he will promptiy inform all the others of
the fact, but such notificatiom must not be taken as ex-
cuging any of them from attendance during the pre-
scribed office hours withont permission from the proper
anthority,

The foregoing instructions are intended mainly for
the guidance of operators on duty at telegraph stations
away from military posts, but will not be understood
ag anthorizing any operators to commuanicate to mili-
tary commanders any information which may come to
them, or which ther mary hear passing over the wires,
or froon romars respecting Indian operations or move-
ments of troops which may be current at a military
post. Im such cases it will be assnmed that com-
manding officers will themselves communnieate sach in-
formation to other military commanders shonld they
deem it proper or necassary to do ao.



