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PREFACE.

The fiest BManngl, giviug ne weeount of the Jonstibution and
Discipline of the Mozusian Chnreh, was written hy Bishop
Spanzenberg, and puldished in Germany, 1o theyear 1774,
L 1773, it was translated Inlo Euglish, and publist:ed in Lon-
dow, with o pesfiss by the Hew, B Lo Trole. This work
passed through o namber of revised edilions, hoth in the Qe
man and Engheb lismnage:, The luse Amsrican edition, in a
sinall I:muph'l.n‘t furm of wlout wevency pages, eppewrsd in
15835 ; bat ia now obzolete. 1t hewea the followiug title: ¥ A
Coneise Hiatorical Arovunt of ihe presens Conatirntion of iha
FProtostant Chareh of che United Brethren: Philadelphia,
1832." Tn che year ITEN, u larzer work, containing over
three huodred and ffty pages, was written by the Rev. J.
Loretz, and publisked in Cermeny, woder the title: " Ratio
Discipline Unitaiis Yraleun.”™  The first part of ¢his volume
eomprizes an interesting sketch of the history of the Church
the other parts, treating of the Consiitocion and THecipline,
are ohaolete,

The Provineial Bynod of the Northarn District of the Ame-

ticen Provinee, ab its Insh meeting, held in the menth of Juwe,
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15858, authorized the publicstion of 4 wew Manusl, suitble to
the present wants of the Church in the United Seaes, mod
commireed the compilution of it to the writer.  Ho has striven
to Fulfil the reaclution adopted by the Srnod, (ree Journal of
Senod of 1858, p. 106, T.1,) fo Lhe best of bis ability ; al-
though T Found e duty assigned o u (ar move dificult one
thon bs had sopposed,  The abundanee of Lia moteviala
often randered ic bard for Tim fo declde whab wea essential,
and what unersentinl . and the vnmbar ol Synodical Jonrnals
il Renerts o be copauited voguired the slosest abtsntion and
cnnsiulam.hlu lubaor,  Whatever thnimperfestiona of the Manual
may b, be Whinss Be snn veuch Lo 6 anchesticicy.

The Histurienl chopior smtuine o original skevel s and the
chopier treabiug of the Preseat Condilion of the Clureh iz
baged upon e most resent inforoation which could be
obiained, La lbe Chapter on Lustrine, o Compandinm will Be
foand, setting furtl e esaentizl dostrines held by ﬂmﬂhumh.l
This Cowgpendiom hus Leen drawn 6p wikh very great card,
and cxelusively i the Janguapes of authorized puhleations of
thi Chaeel ; exeenting only the aEpreasaion ¥ we hold," which
fregquenily ocaurs, or hers und there 4 copulative, neeessary
to unite senbencss derived {rowm different works, The Oom-
pendinm is thareloce nob & subjestive leeatise on Moravian
Thactrine, but simply an anthmized siukoment of ity compiled
from Morarian books.  For the remalving ehapters, the fol-
lowing offisial dugumcnls were sonsalted: Rezolta of the
Genersl Synod of 1848 Reaults of che General Synod of
1887 ; Teport of the Proseadinga of the Preparatory Fro-
vineinl Conferones, held ol Beshlehesn, Pu, io the month of
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Muy, 1847 ; Report of the Progeedings of the Provineial
Sveod, held al Bachlehem, Po., in the month of June, 1846 ;
dowrnal of the Provineial Synad, held ot Bethlehem, Pa,
the mouth of Moy, 18553 Jowrnnd of the Provineial Syeod,
tield b Bethlehem, Pa., in the month of October, 1866 IH-
gagt of the Provineial Srocid, held af Balew, X, €., in the
month of Moy, 1858 ; Report of the Provinial Bynod, Lield ab
Balemn, N. 41, o the menth of Felvuwer, 1854, as pullizhed
in % The Moravian ™ Journnl of the Provineial Syned, held b
Beililehem, Pa,, in tha moenth of Jupe, 1852, Tn drawing up
tha shapter on Constibotion, the writee enieavored o present
the snties oostitution, geoeral and provindial, as capliciily,
and in as symmetrienl o form ke poseille, Taoorder to affuet
thiz, it hersme necpssary, whep slating the ztatutes, i wloph
one tense throuzghonk, and he chose that which s commimly
emploved in constitusiona, It has Leen bis carnest endeayor
not o cail a single point, belonging to the eonstilution ; erpe-
ciafly so fur as the Ameriean Peovines in woncerned.  The
Cunssitution of the Southern Distefer wan deswn up by 2
member of T2 Provincial Tl

Thiz Munual way subinireed, in mancseript, to the Pro-
vingin] Beard, ac Bethlohess, Po., and has received il sano-
tion, after o coreful examinadion of the combente. At the
game time, however, it may be well Lo state, that the work iz
not intended, ie ooy way ob all, to sepersede the V' TesuHa™ of
the last General Srned, or the Journal: and Teports of
the Prosincial Synods of this Provines.  All these docoments
remain in fores a8 heretofore, and will goide the delibeTations
of future Synods. The purpose of the Moanual i3 a twodold

1%



vi PREFAOE.

one: to give the member of the chovol, in one compendicus
volume, the ecclesioslien] soatotes, rulea of idilscipline, and
artielea of doabring, which heretofore could be found enly by
conzoleing a number of ditferent pubiicationa j—anid sspacially
to afford an autheniic work which may Be put ints the hands
of auch a8 seele Infurmaticn respeering ihe Moravion Chureh,
and wish to becoms asquainted with its eonalitubion, d{sﬁip-
line, docbring, and ritual.

The wriler is indebted; for valualde atatislice, Lo Bislop
Wulla, of the Provineial Board al Belhlehem, to the Tev.
G. ¥, Balmaon, of the Provineial Boord ol Sulow, fe the ey,
W. Mallalien, of the Brilish Provincial Beard, and the Rev.
L. T. Beichel, of the Ceity's Elders! Conference,

Imivaperrmos; May 17, 1560,



PREFATORY NOTL,

The Charch of whick this volume kreats i3 lenown by varions
e e Lndbed Mreefhres, Fae Moraeioe Church, Fhe
Charelt of the Mevoulon Thiled Mreetiren, Dhe Toitos Fre-
frapr. Tha Tatter nowes wos tdopeed by the Ancisnt Charch
of tha Tirechren in the lfteench centory, and bas bean retained
by the Rencwsd Chaeek, Tt doncdes o1l the Provinges and
Misslous of the Churel, in whalever porls of the world
ey mmay by, as ooe eoplederated caslesinstion] hody. A
Beiefor appellabivo of the Lt impork, is e Lndfy; and this
is frequently nzed in the following work, The name Move-
vt i derived from the cowntey of Blovavia, wheee the Ohnrely
formerly boad some of ita principal fests: and whenes i
mwen eame by whoan it wad rencwed 1o Snxony,

Abiut the buginniog of the preseol cealury, the followers
of the Bav. W, Ozterbein, who was oviginally o minssler of
the German Reforme] Chureh, Lut left idx communicn, con-
stituted themselves into a Soclery, which assumed the nams of
“ Tnitad Drethren in Christ,™ 'Phia soeiety 4 oftew confiunded
with the Churel of the Moravian Coited Brethren,  The two
are distinet nod gaparate Jenominagiony, in avery respect.



