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INTRODUCTION,

THERE i3 an gnecdote told of a
methodist minister; whe, being requested to
baptise an adult by immersion, i his con-
vart 4 short distenca from tha shore, and,
desiring him o kneal down s the water, iﬂ:l'\-
formed the ordibence by camsing him to lean
Jorward eniil he was eotirely immerred. A
bapnist, who stood on the shors, wld the
methodist 22 he returnad from the m:ar, st
that wis wot the proper wmy to

it Ah." said the smm addmuud, fand -
how do you beptige 7 ¥

“ Backwnrd seid the other, “to be
wara !V

¢ T thought so,’’ smid the mathodise, ¢ for
that 18 the way you do every thing,

Akin to this was an iosrange which came
under my own knowledge. An acqoeintance
of mine hed a borss of such &n ogly temper,
that whenever he came to the foot of a hill
he stood Lke a statue ; nor could soy appli-
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cation either of coaxing or of the whip induce
him 10 move an inch, until the owner alight-
i.r? from his chaise, reversed the whole order
of the procession, and backed the horse and
carriage up the hill. "T'hen the amiable brute
being agein turned round, and finding himself -
once more on B level road, condescended ta
proceed on the journey, uoti another hill
occurred, when the same process was re-
peated.

I bave sometimes thought that this teoden-
cy to advacce backward wae not coofined to
one religious denomination, nor Lo my friend’s
ill-tempered horze. It has seemed to me that
somme of the morel reformers of the present
day, who are undoubtedly actusted by the
best and purest motives, end are wiling to
devote their time, their lsbor, and their
weelth, in endesvors to promote the welfare
of their fellow beinga and the good of their
country, do sometimes froin excess of zeal
and sn over impatience (o0 see the result of
their good intentions, and sometimes from
errer in judgment, wjure the very cause they
are laboring to promote, and, like the horse
which I have mentioped, accomplish the
escent of the hill, (when they manage to
escape the precipice at its sxﬂﬂ} at an ex
diture of much uonecessary time and la
by retroprogression, when it might have been




INTROIVCTION. ¥

done just as effectually and certsinly much
more comlortably and sefely, by the old fash-
ioned way of going quietly forward,

The writer of the following pages is the
last person in the world to wish 1o throw an
obstacle in the way of well-doing. He is
willing rather to do all in hus power to forward
any enterprise of the good results of which
be has satjsfactmy evidence. It is only be-
canse he iz convinced from what his own eyes
have seen, and bis own ears have heard, that
many of the measures of the present day
have produced more evil than good, that the
following pages are given to the poblie. IF
they have the effect only of drawing aiten-
tion Lo the subject, and of indeeing the friends
of reform to inguire if they are really mking
the best means of bringiog abowt the desived
end, the author’s ohject will bs accompiished,
and this linde valume will not bave been pub-
lished 1n vain.

1#






RETROPROGREESION.

CHAPTER I

Wherein the reader is set down ib the fmons town of
Jumblebornuigh, aid formally introdoced to savers!
wery Teapoelible inlawbiant: of that very respeciablo
place, and i moreorer vide sequainted with seme of
thewr poculintities, and some of their worthy achisve.
ImEnta.

Tag town of Jumbleborough, at the petiod
of my ecguaintance with it, was a place of
some importange. [t comained throe parish-
es, with their respective charches, one de-
nominated the Easi, eand another the South
parish ;-—and the third, which wes of more
recent formation, et the extremity of the town,
was known s the West parish, composed
principally of persons who [rom various mo-
tives had removed from the other two.
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The three parishes were marked out by
very distinct limits, and there was an evident
difference in the hebits and characters of their
respective inhabitants. My acquaintance be-
ing almost exclusively contined to the men
and things of the eastero section of the town,
it will not be expected of me te enter into any
minute description of the vther twe, 1t will -
be sufficient (o state in general terms, that the
principal occupation of the good poople of
the South snd West wes agriculture, while
thoge of the East were cliefly employed in
manufactores. It tmst oot be concesled thet
a considerable degrea of rivalry existed be-
tween the different panishes, aod on some
vccastons this feeling led to bard words, and
almost 10 bard Mows ; and it must be admitted
that the folks of the East parish, takiog
it into their heads thet they koew more
than all the rest of the world put together,
used sammetimes to sssime & good deal, and



