A LECTURE ON NATIONAL
EDUCATION: DELIVERED
AT THE ATHENAEUM,
PLYMOUTH, JANUARY, 1844



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649360765

A Lecture on National Education: Delivered at the Athenaeum, Plymouth, January, 1844 by ].
N. Bennett

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



J. N. BENNETT

A LECTURE ON NATIONAL
EDUCATION: DELIVERED
AT THE ATHENAEUM,
PLYMOUTH, JANUARY, 1844

ﬁTrieste






It in right to stats that portions of the historical matter in
pages 30, 31, and 32—part of the paragraphd, pages 37 pnd
38—and meny of the quotstions from the Teport of the Chil-
dren's Employment Commissionems, were oot read st lemgth
before the Iostitution; the limited hour allowed by the Rules
of the Society for the delivery of the Lectore not permthug
ita enlargement by their introduction.






LECTURE.

Tue ProsPecrts—The fundamenial rhts and duties of
civil Government; the gencral welfare of Sociely its final olject ;
the low moval condition of large masses of the laboring popula-
tigm ; ptich @ condition highfy detrimental Lo the general welfare.
—. 44 to the remedy for the enil—The improvement af the physi-
cal eondition of the poor, defective az a remedy ; Education of

" the intellect only also insufficient ; the moral properties alone
Fresent g fitting channel by whick to reack the evil; Fduca-
tion of the moral powers, o moral training, the cffective
remedy. — The claimanis {o adminisler National Edueation,
Ferst, the parental elaim ; second, the claim of the voluntary
princigle ; third, the elwim of the State ; the Iatier asserted
the tmo former, under present circumatances, dewied.—The
State syatem shoukd bo compulrory. Objections wmet—firse,
civil liberly, ity nature and objects, = compulsory sysiem of
Education not prejudicial bo it ; the law of Englond or that
subject, and on the Bmits of parenial power ; second, religious
Gileriy, it nolure and oljects, the compulsory principle not
prejudicial to it.— The eriminality of the State tn neglecting
o eatablish a system of National Education asserted, and ity
right to imfiics the penalties of the érintinal code on the vietims
of that neglect, called in question.  This Lecture will be mainly
confined to the exporition of first principies,

Mz, Pezsinext AND GERTLEMEN,

It forma & proposition in political philosephy, that
upon the original constitution of Bociety, or by subseguent peneral
sequiescence, the individuals composing & given Commnunity, sur-
render to one, or more members of that Community, certain of
their sbeolute rights, to be exercised by those in whose favor
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the delegation is made, for the general good of the entire body ;—
and in oeder to ensure by that arrangement a larger amount of
public happiness than would otherwise be attainable. The rights
thus delegated are sovereign rights—they form the foundation of
Government ; their surrender veata in the favored body the privi-
lege of poverning the rest of the Community, and establishes at
once within the same Bociety the two distinet elassea of the
Governors, and the Governed ; the one elpss consisting of those
select Exceutora of the regulations by which the great object of
the original compact is sought to be atlained—the other, consist-
ing of the entire sgpomblaga of the Commumity, including, in their
individual capocities, the members of the first class, Each class
is distinguithed by s peculiar name, charaeteriatic of the extent
of the surrender of rights which the particular Community has
made, and varies in its politival construction, according to temper,
geniug, and national cheracter; by nice and subtle gradations,
from the form in which neacly all the rights, with which Man is
invested by Nature, are committed to others for edminietration,
o that other, and more dignified, condition, in which the surrender
has beem most sparingly and ewepicioualy granted ; the person
or class holdiog the delegated rights, being variously styled, the
Monarch-—the Government—the State ; and the Community, the
Hubjects, or People,—whilst the laws and the orgamised institu-
tions, by which they are caried into effect, are grouped together
in description under the general title of the Constitution. Reason
and experience have fully demonstrated that so many ame the
evils, and sp few the benefits resnlting to mankind from a state
of natural and lawlesa liberty, where the evil are unregtrained,
and the gpood unprotected, that any one of the modifications of
tivil Glovernment within the wide range before us, is preferable
to none at all; whilst the best form is that which eatisfies the
laxgest portion of man’s social wants, concurrently with the pre-
servation of the greatest amoimt of his natural rights—and as the
end proposed by the Commumity, in making the delegation sup-
posed, in an end common to both Government and People, and
to the furtherance of which both parties stand impliedly pledged ;
g0, upon the completion of the arrangement, they become bound
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o each other in reciprocal cbligatione, The granters of the sur-
rendered rights, and the depomitaries of these rights, at once stand
in muiual relations to each other, whence arises a common trust
or confidence between them. Eoch party possesses rights, and
is charged with dutice. The duties of the State being found in
ita obligation to edvance the welfare of the Community, by the
use of all the means placed by the Community in its hands—ita
rights will be found in those same means—-and ite powers should
be commensurate with ite rights. The duties and righta of the
People are of a corresponding neture—their duties are to submit
to the claims of the State, to the extent of the limits assigned
it—their rights, to claim protection from the Btate in the exercise
of that portion of their natural liberty with which they have not
parted. The first, and lending right of ¢very Government, i that
of self-preservation ; the Community hag emablished it generally
after great pains and many strugples, and inveated it with exten-
sive privileges, in order that it may form their permaonent guard
and protection; it hoa consequently received sufficient power to
enable it to perpetuate ita existence, and to preserve its integrity.
‘Wilfully to compass serious detriment to the persons who repre-
pent the Government, or the organized body which forms the
Constitution, is High Treeson againat the State; and for the Btate
knowingly to permit the infliction on iteelf of & wound, which
will damage its operations, emd impair ita efficiency, is a betrayal
of the most sacred part of the trust confided to its care. Agmin,
its first duty to the People, is to protect them from the wilful
injuries of the evil disposed—but both of the previcns duties—
the duty of the Btate toitself to secure its own preservation, and
the duty to protect the peaceable and orderly from the azeaults
of the vicioue are negative duties, and trifling in amount of impor-
tance, when compared with its final sod ebeorbing cbligation,—
to advance by sl lawful—that is, by all delegated means, the
welfare of the entire Community. It self-preservation ia only
valuable, aa its spirit and energies are directed to this end. Its
care and watchfulness over ita own imtegrity, and its activity in
repressing outrage and crime, receive their most indisputable merit
in the exhibition of a corresponding promptness to cultivate the
B 2
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moral and physical welfare of the Communities committed to its
care; to elevate the mnational character, and to develope the
sources of civilization, In proportion as civil Government exer-
cises with vigour the powers committed to if, and the people in
their turn lend their voluntary submission to its authority, and
by their joint agency, the great ends of the common agreement
are worked eut, in that same proportion doss each party faith-
fully discharge its trost ; and in propertion as efther party recerdes
from this slandard of duty, is the public welfare compromised.

T am quite sensible of the facility with which propositions such
s those may bo Iaid down, amd of the general acquiescence with
whick they may be received. Up to the present point we may
bave proceeded in the enuncigtion of thess general principles in
perfect agreement and harmony. The real difficulties begin when,
in the course of the investigation, the time arrives for applving
them to the practical occamioms of Hoclety—when we come to
discriminate between public doty and private right—Dbetween the
powers of Government and the rights of individuals—hetween the
limits of order on the one hand, and those of liberty on the other— -
hetween, aceording o our opening psition, the righta surrendered
and the rights retained,  Tnstead of encombering myeelf, however,
with needless hypotheses, I shall confing mysclf to the isolated
cane which forma the eubject of the prosent paper, and—

Ansuming the existence of moral evil, and that those fruithsl
sources of human deprayity—ignorance of sccisl duties, and igno-
rance of moval responsibility, are two of ita symptoms, or forms of
existenee, I shall proceed to shew that they prevail in vast inten.
sity throughout large masses of our laboring population; that
moral training is their only remedy, or = large and easential part
of their only remedy; that as, on the principles before expounded,
the leading object of civil Government is the promotion of the
geueral happiness of ite subject People, ite adoption of the means
colenlated to remove or diminish such sericus obetacles to their
welfare in an obviens duby; that this duty ie to some extent pecu-
diar to the State, becauge no other power is adequate to enforce
the universal adoption of the neeessary remedy—eand émperative,
because the evile now oaffecting ue arc great and imminent; that
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the due exercise of the State's power will not affect private
tights, beeause it will be only applied where those rights are either
sbused or in abeyance ; and finally, that the neglect of this impera-
tive duty involves the State in heavy crimes.

The rapidity with which the Manufacturing industry of this
Country hes extended itaclf, and, oaits corresponding result, the
dense peopling of the districts most under ite influence, constitute
& modern wonder, which, whether presenting itself to our notice
in ita commereial, Anancial, physical, or moral aspect, hee excited
hopes and apprehensiona of no ordinary kind. Reganled in ita
moral aspect {in which alone I now propose to consider it) it has
arrested the attention of Philosophers® excited the sympathies
of Philanthropists, and furnished materials even for the pens of
Novelists, end Poets.—Talented and benevolent men, amongst
whom Dr. Chalmers stands pre-eminent, and Lord Ashley is not
unknown, have devoted themsslves to the task of exposing the
moral maladies affecting a large part of the population of our
Manufacturing, and especially our Mining districts—accounts,
sometimen exaggeraled, but more frequently true, have found their
way in Bociety, by which masses of men, treading the soil of our
native Jand and inhebitiog our cities, have been reprezemted s
realizing all the peculiarities of barbarous and even of savage life,
Whilst, it has been eaicl, national wealth has increased prodigiously,
and the art been discovered of the profitable application of un-
bounded capital, the Artizan, whose labor forme the foundation
of all wenlth, is depressed to the lowest state—the minimum of
exigtence ; thousands are confined in mimershle hovels, literally
unable to go abroad for want of pecessary raiment; vast gumbers
live in cellars and vanlts, their moral degradation being unparal-
leled, and complete—and the horrors of real life have been exhib.
ited in colors far deeper than imogination has ever presumed to
paint. At length Parliament, acted on by various stimulants,
began a few years aince fo direct its attention fo the new phenome-
non, and, amongst other mattera of national solicitude affecting the
labouring classes, the condition, physical and moral, of the children

* S¢n note A, Appendiz,



