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THE GREAT ISSUES

NOW BEFORE THE COUNTRY *

W the Congroge of the Tiaived States, on the 450 of Tuly, 1578, izsu-
ed the ever momerable Declaration, they desmed that a decant respect for
the opintong of mankiad, required a ormal stesemest of the cpuses which
impelled them oo the all-important mongure, The elphiy-fiith eoniversary
of the great Declaration Inda the loyal people of the Unien sngeged inu
tremendous eonflier, to mainteln and dsfoud the grend tetionaily which
was seaerted o cur fchers, and to prevent thelr fair craation from eroemts
ling inte dishonosable ehaos. A preab peeple gallaatly stmugating i keep
a noble frame-work of povernment from Billing: into wretched frogments,
needs o justificstion at the tribunal of the publicopinion of markind.  But
while our patziotic fellow-citizenz, who hove rallled to the Gefence of the
Union, mersballed by the ableas of living chiefiaing, are rislking their lives
in the feid; while the precions Blood of your yonthft] heross and ours is
porred ous togedher I defesre of thia precions lopasy of constitational free-
dom, you will net think is o missppropriation of the hour, 17T empior it in
ghowing the justics of the canss o which we ere engaged, and the fllacy
of the avgnnents employes by the Bonts in vindieation of the war, alile
renrderens and anicidal, whish she ts woging ngaingt the Constitution and
the Unicn,

A gwelvernent?: age, nay, six or saved montha ago, OF COULETY Tag T
gardod ond spoken of by the rest of the cviizes worid, a8 ancoag the most
progperoug in the family of netions, It wee olassed with England, France,
and Ttusain, a8 one of the four leading powers of tho aged Remote as we
were from the complioadons of forelgn politics, the exters of our sommeres

*® Large partiany of this oratlon were, s asoouns of e Jeagih, secessarily omitee]
in the delivery. 3
t The Eidabwrgh fevieen, Aprll, 1855, p, B
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apd the eficteney of cur neve won for o2 the reapectiul copsideration of
Barope,  The Waited Boarea ware pavdenlarly refarzed oo on all ocensions,
and in all counarieg, ag an ilnskeation of the mighty nfuenos of free gor.
ernments n yromoting she proapevity of states.  In Brgland, noveith-
alanding some diploreasie eollisions on bondary questions, and cocasional
Twatile rominiseances of the pest, there Res hesdly boen o debate for thirty
vies, i parlicment, oy sopie, ineeferenes foszich this coantey in the na-
ture of thizgs afforded maskra of oompn seon, inwhics it wed not befrred to
as furnishing instructive sxamyplss of prodosrons enterprise and hopeful prog.
rose. . At home the sountry prew as by ecchonbment,  To3 vaat territo-
rip! extent, nngmented by pagnificent aoccsioes of conterminos tereitory
pencefully mode &8 poputstlon fr ocre razidly ineressing {han that of
any other country, and awetled by re emigeation feom Europe auel as che
world has never notore seen ; the msmally beasficiel inzeroonrae herwesn its
difforont sections and elimates, oech sopplying what the other wants; the
eapidisy with whish the sets of eisilizefion Bave been extended over a
hebore wnseteled wililerness, and, together with this material progperity,
the advanes of the eounmy in edueaticn, Ereramive, acience, and refinement,
formad & spectacls of which the histery of menkind faraisked no other
example.  Thak such waz the #tese of the connbry eix months ago wras
magter of genetal rerogaition, and aeknowledgmen: at home and abroad,

Thers wagz, however, one 2ad dedustion to be meds, nos from the brath
aof thia deseription, not from the fdelicy of tis pieture, for thae B ineon-
testahle, out from the content, happiness, and motas good-will which
onghil so have existod on the part of o people fivored by svch an acoumu-
lation of providentiel blesainge, T allude, of sonrse, o the great seational
covgroveraies which bave so long agitessd the country and arrayed the
peopie In bitter geographkizal antagonlsr: of politicsl crpavizetion wod
action,  Fioros parky contentions hed alweys sxiseed in the United States,
ws they over bave gail poguoztionably ever will exige nader all frea eleetive
governmerts; and these eozmentions had, fror the firsd, rended somewhst
ta & seotiona! chameser,  They Lad zof, however, 50 galte Iutely, sssumed
tiat chametor eo pxelvsively, that e minorty fnoeny me part of the
evuntey had not had o meapectnble sloetnml teoresentation o every ofher,
Tili lnet November, thers hos aevor been o Bouthern presidential condi-
date whe did ot ressive elpetoral vorez ot the Nortl, nor o Korthern cax-
didats who did not receive elomtoral vorss at che Souti,

At the late election acd for the dret Hme, thie was nos the cese; and
ongoqueness the moedt pxiraoedinars sod dovlorsole have resulved.  The
country. ag we have gesn, heing in profoond peaes o home and shroad,
and noo etate of unexamvled prosperiy—agtieniiice, commorey, naviga-
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tlon, manufactures, east, west, worth, sod south, recoversd or rapidiy
recovaring from the erisis of 1867—powertn] sod respoeted abrond, ool
thriving berond exsmple av heme, entered, in 12 naual monner, apon the
algctioncoting campaign, for the choice of o ninesepnth President of the
United States. T gay, in the weual manres, thangh s s troe chat parties
were more than usually brolen wp and sobdivided,  The nerme! dlvizsien
wiad ineo gwo great purtice, kot there ced on apvera) former oecaalons been
thres; in 1824 thars wers Gour, £l shere wers four teet November,  The
South equally with the Wess exd she Norso entored (nto she cesxvass; con-
ventiona were beld, nomipaticns mede mass meetiag paseribled @ the
platformy, she presa soliaced wieh wowonsed sigor; the election in il ite
atages, congucted in legal wnd covadbozlonal foen, withoot vinlenes sl
withont surprizn, aid the resuls obwined by a decided nefority.

No sooner, howeser, wes this reav: ascertamed, than it gppeaned. on
the part of one of tho Boothern esated, end hor ooample was capidly fol-
lowed by athers, that it hod vy no eedo# been the intention of those stanes
to gbide by the resnlt of the election, axcept on the cne condition of the
choloe of thelr eandidate, The reference of the greas pectionm sontrovessy
o the peaceful arbimrsmont of the bullovhox, the preab safsty-vaive of
republican institutions, though wade with every appearizes of pood fufth
on the part of our brechven ot the Bouts, means bk this: T we sueseed
n this clection, g5 we hove in Sftecn ez have proceded ity well aud good:
wi will sonaent wo govern the eouctey for four yests more, a8 we heve
already poverned it for sixty years; but we hove no ention of acquioe-
cing in any ether resoll. We o oo meen o abide by the oloction;
although we participate iu s, uoless our concldate i@ ehesen,  IF he Dill
wo intend to prostrate the governreent gad break up the Drion—peace-
ably, if the states composing the majerity ave wiling thag it shooatd 5o
brokon up peaceably—otletwise, nft the pilob of the sword,

The electton wok place on the Gl of Nevermbaor, and in pom@uonoe of
the extraordinary programae joat desoriped, the atise of Boweh Carcline,
acting by & conyoation croaen for e porpose, assewhbled oo che 17eh of
December, and on tha 2007, passed anaomoeely what swas steled A
ordinnnes o dlkEniva the Codon betseen che stato of Bouch Camline and
other states waited wich her, ander the coropact enciclad the Constitation
af the United States of Arerics™ It 36 aot my purpeds oo this cocagion
to meke o dooumentary spescs, but as thiz go called * ordinnnes™ i3 very
ehart, and afferds mester for deep relection, [ e leara oo recite ivin full:

“We, the peoplz of the state of Bouth Caroling, in convention assom.
bled, a0 declare and oedain, and it i hereoy declared and ordained, that
the ordinancs adopted by us in couvention o (e 234 day of May, in thie
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vear of our Tord 1788, wharehy the ponaztysion of the Tnited States way
retided, ond also all acts ond pests of acts of she Geners) Asaembly of
ahis state, ratifying the amendments of the geld conatinntion, are kerehy
repanled, snd thet the UToion now subeisting between South Carofing and
other siates, under the npne of the United States of Amerien, i3 digsolved

This remerkable dosiment iz clled en Vordivesce ;™ ead wo doubt some
specinl virtus I8 aupposed to realds In the neme. Bus awmes arte nothing
cgeeps n8 they iy roproseat things.  An ordinenee, if & e oy thing
ulothed with binding foroe, i3 4 low, and nething bal o lew, and as soch
chiz ordinarce being in diceet wioledon of the conatitlon of the TTalted
Staten 1o mses valligy. The oonscitikion contains she fllowing express
prowigion: " This eozstimution and the laws of the Unied States made in
purauanos theveof, and the trealics made, cr whish woy be mads, under
the sathority of she Uniced Srates, shall e 26 guprene law of the lend,
and the judges in evesy aratz shall be boucd tereoy, any thing o the
conatitution or lawa of sxy state to the contrary netwithstanding”  Bueh
being the cxprese provizion of the ecnsdtyeon of the Unled States, which
the people of Bouth Cereline adopied in 1785 just as much &5 they ever
wdopted either of thefr slate constitations, is i oot trifling with serions
shings to olaim that, by the sitople cxpedicss of vasaing a law under the
nmme of ax ordinaces, thiz provision, and every ooier provislon of it may boe
nollified, ol overy mogist=te and officer in Carcling, wiherler of the ateie
or Taion, abaoived fros fie cath wiich they have feken to suppost it P

But thig ia oot sll, The secession ordinance wurporis S to repeal the
ordinance of the 28d May, 1738, by which the constitution of tha United
States waz retified by the people of South Cardling, Tt was fntended of
sourse by calling the act of rodflorsion oo ordinance, to infer & right
of revealing it by ancther ovdinanse. 1t la fmgpostant thevetome t ob-
serve that Whe act of radifiesdon i3 not, sad 38 oot called, o erdinance,
unid sontains noching which by posaivility can Do repealed. 10 s i the
{ollowing terme:

4 The oonveation (of toe people of Zouth Caroiina] having maturely
somgidered the constitation, or foem of governdent. eported o Con-
gresa by the convenson of delegeios ron tne Unized Btaces of Americs,
and aubmisted o them oy A reanlicion of lepislature of this amane,
passed the PTth and Z3th days of Frbrosry last, in order to form s more
perfect Unien, estabish justion, insure domestie eanguillity, provide for
the eomraon defénce, promote tie geoere! wolfese, and secure the bless-
mga of Hherty to the people of the eald Traited States eod thelr pes.
wority, do, m the mae el in the behal? of the peopla of this etate
hereby aegent bo radify che same™
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Hero 6 18 evidest that there is aothing in the instramess which in
tere pacure of things, esn be repealed; it iy en sushorized solemn e
sertion of the people of Souih Carcling, thet choy sssont to and matify o
forr of government, whicl i3 declared In terms s we peramount soall
stese laws and congtitutions.  This iz a greas historicst fact, the wost
important that can ewver ocour iz she history of o pecple. The fact
thas the peaple of Sourh Cavobing, oo the 234 of May, 1335, asgentod to
and sezified the cogstitution of the United Btetes, in order, amorg other
abieots, b0 recure the hisesings of Lberty for themse yes and = thei: poa-
terity,” can no more bo repoaied in 1861 thon ang other higtorical fael
thes opeurrad i Chadeaton in that year and on that day, I would
b just pa resional, ot the pregent day, to stbempt by ordinanse o re-
peil poy ocher event—as that the sun rose or that the tde ebbed and
dowed on that day—a2 te ropeal by ordinemee the essens of Coroling to
the constimtion.

Again; it s well known that ke varioeg amendments to he cons
stitution, were degired and proposed in diferent states,  The fdret of the
umendments propeged by South Carcling, was a3 follows—

“ Whereaz it I8 cazenile: o ihe preservalion of ihe righls reservod
40 sie several prates, and the freedom of the people nader fle cpecatlon
of the general government, that che cight of preseribing the msmzer,
thmoe and plecss of tolding the elsetions of cthe Sedersl logislature
shonld be forever mssparably annexed w0 e sovergignty of the states |
thig oomventioz doth declare shot choe same ougho to remein bo ol pos-
ferify 4 perpetual ond fmdaments] righe o the bead exclusive of foe
interference of the general governmens, exespl in cosed whers the legis-
Isure of the states shall refuse or veglest to perform or fulfil the seme,
aenording to the tenoe of tho said constioution.”

Hero you perceive thal South Qarolive horscell i 17858 degined o pro-
vizgion 10 be made and aoneoed insspatably o her soversigany, that she
sooatd forever have the power of presoribing che thne, place, aod wao-
mer of helding the eleptions of members of Conpéess:—int éven in
nimking thin express reservation. o operate for all posteriy, ehe waa
wiling to provide that, iF the sters legielatires reliee or neplect to
perform the duty, (which is precizey toe cese of the seceding stefes
b the present Sayl then fhe geneval government wag, by this Soush
Cereling pmendmens, expressly authorized 0 do 6 Bovth occlivs in
1788, by & aovt of prophede foresight, Jooked forward co the posslbility,
that the states might “refuze or oeglect” o co-cperate in carrying on
the goverzmext, snd admised, in that czse, that che general govern-
ment must o 02 iu gpiee of their delingzeney.



