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INTRODUCTION,

THILE rabbis, whose savings are recorded b the Tl
el aned Alsdrash —weitines that stretch ow
about a thousand years —woere admirable story-tellers
They were fond of the parable, the anceodote, the ape
itlustrtion, and their legends that bave been transmit-
el v us, all aglow with the haht amd Llife of the Orent,
possess perenatal charm, The conmon impression
that they were rablbimeal Dryasduses—were drewmuers,
always buried I wearisome  digputations, abstros
petlants dwelling iy 8 solitaey world of thew own—:
wholly unjust. They were more thain coclusiiosstics —
they were men; and their cheerful hunsnity forms the
aecret to their character,  Their backeronmd ws mt ey
soqn bre—temple and nationality desteoved, o succeasion
of foreign tiskmasters, aseres of wars and pepsecutions
that would have apunihilated any other race.  But ol
the Roman drove his ploughshare over the site of Jo-
i’ capital, thie Hlebroow spicit refused too subaoit teo
the voke of any conoueror,  In the Atorm enod stress
of centuries the fabbis preserved o certain bhuovines
and even temper, which sprang from the fullness and
sunniness of their faith They thonghe aml studed
ard detsited; they worked wd droeamt and clicrslied

hope—

** Like u poot hinfden
Ion alae light of thowght,
Stogmg sonzs unbolbden
Fill the worb] s s roughi
T gwnigathy werly Lopes ol Tears i Beode? oo™
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