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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.

STATE oF CALIFORNIA, EXECUTIVE DEI‘ARTMEK‘I‘,}
Bascpauento, March 24, 1884,

To the Sencte and Awembly of the State of Califernia:

GenrneMES: The Constitution confers upon the Chief Executive
of the State the power to convene the Legislature when, in his opin-
ion, an extracrdinary cccasion -shall have arisen demanding the
attention and action of that body. ;

Cerfain railroad corporations, organized and doing business in this
State, having for the past four years resisted the demands of the
State for the collection of delinguent faxes, and certain suifs inati-
tuted by the State and a portion of the counties therein against said
corporations for the collection of delinquent taxes having been ecom-
Eromised, by consent jndgments entered in the United Staies Circuit

ourt, whereby, if such judgments are binding and are allowed to
stand, the Btate and counties have lost all penaltios and interest due
onsaid delinquent taxes; and the State being for the time, scemingly,
powerless to assert her rights, I have deemed it prudent to ask your
aid and assislance in passing such laws and proposing such amend-
ments to the Constitution as will, it is hoped, effectually prevent the
recutrence of asimilar condilion of affairs in the future. 1 havealso
asked your cobperation in dewsmisunh means, as in your judgment
may seem proper, to assert the rights of ihe Btate in reference to the
further prosecution of these delinquent tax cases, and te provide
means for opening and setting aside all compromises, c-:msenl.judi-
ments, and agreements wherever and by whomsosver made, in whic
the State has lost, or is aboul to loge, any portion of the tax, penalty,
or interest due by faw, .

As no little dissaticfaction exists in reference to the comparative
inaction of the Board of Railroad Commissioners in performing the
duties of that office, I have thought proper to request your honorable
body to provide for a new Boarﬁ. and 1o propose and subrait te the
peoplean amendment to the Constitution of the State, to the end that
said Railroad Commissioners may hereafter be elocted from the State

“at large; and that you also proposs and submit an amendment to

the Constitution fixing the maximum rates to be charged for the

émtz:portation of passengers and freighi on all railroad lines in the
tate.

The subjects submitted for your cousideration are so explieitly
stated, and the history of the struggle of the State for the collection
of revenue from the corporations referred te is so well known to each
member of your honorable bedy, that it seems hardly necessary io

_give, in detail, the reasons why legislation should be had upon the
subjects embraced in the proclamation,



