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PREFATORY

The Hamiiton Asscciation for the promotion of Sei-
enice, in 1907 had been established just fithy vears, being,
in point of age, of equal rank with almost any of its kindred
societies founded in Caneds. At the instance of friends,
tha Boeiety's Council suggested that the first meeting for
the semson of 1907-8 should be made the ocension of some
befitting commemeoration of the Association’s fiftieth snmi-
Versary.

That proposal reseived peneral senction, snd wae car-
ried into effect at the mesting, hald on Novemnber the 8th,
1807, That was a pleasant reunion of old sssocistes; and
from distant membors interesting communications wers re-
ceived. Extracets from ths minutes of the first meeting,
held half s century before, were road; and short addresses
by the president, and by other members, furnished piguant
reminiscences a8 to the personnal of the foundera of the
Society, and of the work they get themselves o accomplish.

A tull report of thet meeting will be found in the
following pages. Meny subjects of loesl interest are refer-
red to. And sport from local questions, some may find it
interesting o frace the story how a handful of busy men,
favored by little factitiona mid, diffidently, though persist-
ently, sfrove to sbtein and diffuse some measure of scien-
tific knowledge, and how they explored some secrets of
the Natural History snd Anfiquities of the eomparatively
small aresa of this part of the lower lake district of Canada.






