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PREFACE.

TuR prosent work may he rogarded as supplementsl to my History of Enpland. Tt was not, however,
undertaken with that view, but solely at the desire of my publithers, Moesors. Whittnker & Co., who
wighed to wid 5 Iistory of Trdia to their Popular Library, and dosmed me well quidified t0 write it
fe is rather remarkable that my late friend, De. Asochl, of Doplhy, when I ioformed hine that i had
(m; I .!.hc.n thoweht} done with history, should have propneed to me thie Tery sublect, ur rethor w Mstory
of India and our Ualenial Empire in genernl, to complete my nceonnt of #he Dritish Enpire,

Tu thigas in all my histode opitomes, I have endeavoured (s thing searly impiesdble) $2 unite foloees
of information with brevity of narmative 3 nad I trnes, that from it way bo derived & telerably clear idea
of the prigin atd geopress of el Todizn Empive.  For my matsrials, T ant indwbled o the THstories of
Mill and Wilson, and of Thunton, and the varions historics, narratives, sl biepenphies thet have
nppeatssd, fiom Qe days of Clive and Oeme, down to oo own tme, In e Fivet Preel T lawe olielly
derived my 1 ten from Mr, Blphi ‘s listory of Indin, wad the tresslstions of Ferickin, It
wag 1ot 1 be cxpoeted, thab for the mke of s meve epitome, T shonld copnlt the grehives of she Indin
Flynae, v cavafully examing the Debates of Parfiament, or the Reporta of Coummitteen, T have only
aimed at giving & condensed view of the history, ns i ix fo be found fu the works just montiened,

Thi: biskeio Titevasure of our Indian Empire s very oveditaile to the servama of the Company. It
oommenees, 28 is woll koown, with the * History of the Milimry Traussotives of the British Nadis i
Tudestan,™ of Orae, the Thueydides, 26 we may style him, of our Indian Empics ; for, ke the illostrions
Athenizu, ha hoe parzatod with Tulposs, cuadossr, s impoartiality, the senggle for dotieiubm of two
potesck nuetions 3 and viewing the affairs of Dengal 25 episodic, his work, though unfinished, possosses an
epio umty, The style Is remurkably cleny, aed ot deveid of pletaresquencss aod animakion § and as b
the vhjection thit ke been mads, of his being too minate, 1 very moeh doubt if that ba a fanlt, in e
i has to fornish materinls for wll fufure writces oo the soee suldoct. Cortpin T aoe, bk without
reading Orme’s work, we shall never fully understand the mode in whish the foundations ‘of our
wondesful empive in India wers bl T4 ought i be estoerned one of tho elnssics of vor Tasguagee, aod
the gpevics of oblivim iote whish it appears to have fallen is 3 discredit to our pation. i think,
huwaver, that if 2 now edition of i weve published, in the oetavoe form, with nodes by o competent
person—MMe, Wilson, for example,—and lithographed copics of the excellent plana which it containe, it

pid find many renders and porchasers,  After Orioe's Ilistory may be mentiowed the varions
historieal writings of Wilks, Duofl, Maleolm, "'odd, and many others, all of which are extremely
valnable,
- Tt were geeatly to be wished that Mr. Wilson, ustead of writing notes to, snd eontinuing the
History of Mill, hnd becvme Dimself the histoviwn of our Indien Ewmpire. T know no onc so well
pupdificdd o write that history in all its fofness, with all the detail which wonld Jeave nothing fo be
desired ; for though Thornton's has mopy merits, und Is writken with much ingparctinlity, it ie rather &
popalar history, and the author avoids going much inte detail, contenting himself with general views,
As to Mill, 1 alwnys regretied that he shoold have beegme the historian of Indin; for thongh I kave
not the elightest doubt of his honesty, his political notions were too utopian, and his prejodives 80
wtrong, that perhaps & thind of his work s wesless, and 41l his elaborate ressonings snd theories nre
rafuted Ty his nomotator, often by simply showing that he was unacqaainted with the real facte, and was
eombating 4 phantom of lis own ereation.  As & writer on public law and politiesl economy, My, Ml
would, I ihink, be more in his plaee than as & histerinn,




iv FPREFACE. 1

Oy the various epitemes of the History of Tndis, i would be unbeeoming in me do male any
oheervations 3 if T foundd fault with them, it might be ascribed o jealousy ; if T prafeed them, it might
be asked why I undertook a work, for whieh, it was appatent, fhere waa little need.

It only yemains for me to say a fow words on the orthography of Oriental wames asd terms, Ome
earfier writers followed in some the Porlaguess mode of spelling, in others thoy gure the seunds of their
own Bnguege,  Siv William Jones adopted the vowel sounds of the Tialian langoage, mavking the hing
vowels with an aceent (4 € ), a very elegant aystem, and one which T wish had been generally adopted;
bus it has the disadvantage of givieg sounds to vowels, which they have ot in Eoglish § ard the words,
therefore, csmnat be pronouneod at sight, by mere English readers. In consiequence, thongh the
system ia followed by acholave, such 23 Elpbivstone and Wilson, the meore vsual mode {3 to give the
English gounds, though the dosbls vowels (aa oa), when they {mi[nmtly orenr, are dismgresalle to the
eye,  Aa to mymelf, T have followed the two systens indifferenily, worely vaing an aper instesd of an
acubt acesst (3 d, for § ) ; writing, for example, Nmjpdt and Rafpoct, Ambr and Aiser. T wiel,
however, I had not vaed the & for the proper mode of exprossing tha long o of other lmguages in oors,
ia by at ar of, a5 in rein,redn, jost as in French, T imow fhak it ta beeoming the practics, fo pronouses: the
Tubder diphthong Tike our y, & 2oaud which it never s in oor lsapange, exeept in tha mis-gpelt My&lmﬂ.
aleight, and the mis-pronounced srfler and neifier. Tn faor, it is, T believe, nearly poenlinr to thne German
Tangisage, nidd wi given by Frnsmus to the Greck £, a diphthong which, foir the It vwn thossand yeers
at least, haa besn proncunced by the Greeks lile any g, v the Tatin and Italian 7; and henee, T think i
4, that our acholurs have gotten their erraneces ideas om this subject. I therefore follow thass who
write Hyder and Fhyber, snd not Heider and Whaiber, or fRedber.  Thore is snother sound, aboog
which there i p difemnce, moncly, the sipoet g in ooy bed, which i of peepetnal ocoorrence in Indian
words, Tho wsusl way i= to write it with = w, 38 in Jumna znd Punjab, but some use the short 2, of
the Bansyrit T bolicve, and wrile Jsanoa nod Tanjab,  OF this, T totally disapprove; for fow would cver
progounce that short o otherwise than in Englieh, Dinally, it ia better to wee & tlmn o, fopr the long o
of ihe Eamstein lanmeynas s seumlod as fu fary oot as in il

The ening mentioned in the following pages ave the Rupee and the Pagods ; of which, the Tatter s
equivident f0 about feue of the former.  The ropee {Sanser. Fupyer, slver) varies i value, bot that of
tha(}:mpany iz generally worth aboue 2z, Tn the time of Chive and Hastings, its yalue secomz b have
Ben Digher, or mather the rupecs then spoken of wore these of the mutive privess, for Mill (ii. 325)
gives the current rupee at 2a. 4, and the Sicsa ropee at 2z 834, snd our computations fur those Umes
nat yriven gl hisn, T eowstdgry §00,0800 rapees msloe & foe, sl 100 baes, o ten millice rapeds, a orong,
50 that & crore of rupoes {at 2s.) i3 a millicn eterfing. ‘The usvel way of xinting swmns in rupees is a6
followe 3 276,84,250, namely, evoves, Tatk, Mupecs,

1 have to spologize for two very shameful errati in the carly pages of this work 3 of the former of
whish, T weusl, the readae will be eguitable cosurh to siy, Sedicis fidit, 2 K

Adbury Lodge, Newbary,
My b, LB,
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