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PREFACE.

Taere is & sacred privacy in the lifs of s blind
person. It is led apart from much of the ordinary
work of the world, and is unaffected . by many ex-
ternal incidents which help to make up the import-
unt events of other lives. It is passed in the shade
und not in the open sunlight of eager activity. At
first we should be disposed to say that such a life,
with its inevitable restrictions and compulsory isola-
tion, could offer little of public intersst, and might
wall remain unchronicled But in the rare cases
where blindness, feebls health, and suffering form
scarcely any bar to activity ; where they are not only
borne with patience, but by hercic effort are com-
pelled to minister to great aims, we are eager to learn
the secret of such & life. No details connected with
it are devoid of interest ; and we are stimulated, en-
couraged, and strengthened by seeing obstacles over-
eoms which appeared insurmountable, and watching
triumph where we dreaded defeat

Elizabeth Gilbert was born at n time when kindly
and intellizent men and women could gravely im-
plore “ the Almighty ” to “ take away " a child merely
because it was blind ; when they eould argue that
to teach the blind to read, or to attempt to teach
them to work, was to fly in the face of Providence
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And her whole life was given to the endeavour to
overcome prejudice and superstition ; to show that
blindness, though a great privation, Js not a dis-
qualification, Blind men and women can labour,
learn, and fulfil all the duties of lifs if' their fellow-
men are merciful and helpful ; and God is on the side
of all those who work honestly for themselves and
otheors,

The life of Elizabeth Gilbert and her work for the
blind are so inextricably interwoven that it is im.
possible to tell one without constant reference to the
other.

A small cellar in Holborn at the rent of eighteen-
pence & week was emough for a beginning, But
before her death she could point to Iarge and well-
appointed workshops in almost every city in England
where blind men and women are cmployed, where
tools have been invemted by or modificd for them,
where agencies have been established for the sale
of their worl,

Her example has encouraged, her influsnce has
promoted the work which she never relinguished
throughout Life,

Nothing was too grest for her to attempt on
behalf of the blind, nothing sesmed impessible of
achievement. Omne success suggested a new en-
deavour, one achievement opened a door for fresh
etfort.

Frea from any taint of selfishness or self-seeking,
all her thought was for others, for the helpless, the
poor, the friendless. Her pity was boundless. There
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was nothing she could not forgive the.blind—no error,
no ignorance, no erime. She knew the desclation of
their lives, their-friendless condition, and understood
how they might sink down and down in the darkness
becauss no friendly hand was held out to them.

And yet she was unsparing to herself, and a rigid
censor of her own motive and conduet. This she
could not fail to be, becauss she believed in her
vocation as from God. She never doubted that her
work had been appointed for her ; she never wavered
in her belief that strength given by God supported
her, She knew that she wae the servant of God,
sent by Him to miaister to others This knowledge
was Joy, but it mede her inexorsble and inflexible
towards herself

There are but few incidents in her peaceful life.
It was torn by no doubt, distracted by no appre-
hensions, it resched none of the heights of human
happiness, and sounded none of the depths of deapair,
1f there were unfuliilled hopes, aspirations, affections,
they left no bitterness, no sense of disappointment,
A beantiful life and helpful; for who need despair
where she overcame and gained so great a victory ?

The materials for recording the history of
Elizabeth Gilbert are seanty, but all that wore pos-
sessed by her sisters and friends have been placed at
my disposal. My love for her, and our long friend-
ship, have enabled ma, 1 hops, to interpret them
aright,

FRANCES MARTIN.
October, 1887,






