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PREFATORY LETTER.

My DEdr ARCHER,

The germ aof this play sprang trfo existence on o
certain April day in TR95 whick you and I spent chisfly in
dragging uur reluctant hirycles up thepreat kills that swrround
Riveaule Abbey, and discussing, 5o far a5 the blinding rain
allowed ws, the guestions whether all sincere comedies ave of
necesgity cymical, and kow oftew we had had fex since the
worning, and how far it wonld be possible to freat a historical
subject lovally and unconvemtionally on & modern stage.
Then we struck fas, I fzar, 45 foo offen Ehe fale of those whe
converse with me) on the subject of the lost plays af the Greek
tragedians. Woe falked of fhe extraordinary variety of plot
that the Greek dramatist found in kis historical fradibion, the
Sorce, the fire, the depth and richness of chavacter-play, We
thought of the marvellows dramatic possibilitizs of an age in
whichk actwal and living hevoes and sagss werelo be seen moving
against & background of frimilive superstition and blank
savagery ; wm wihich the soul of man walked move free from



PREFATORY LETTER

trappings than scems ever o Bave been permitied fo if since,
But T must stop; 1 see that T am afproaching the common
pitfall of playwrights who venture wpon prefaces, and am
beginming to prove how good my play ought to be !

What I want to remind you of is this: fhat we agreed that
a simple historical play, with as Litle convention as possible,
placed in the Greek Hevode Age, and dealing with one of the
ordinary hercic stories, oughl lo be, well, an dinlevesting ex-
perimwont. Beyond Hiis poing, T brow, we began to differ.
You taniad osvse and the Gwisee of the English posts, [
wanked, above all thivgs, a nearer afproack o my conceftion
of the réal Greece, the Greece of hisfory and evei—dare I say
it P—of anthropology ! T recognise your full right do dis-
approve of every word and every senfiment af this play from
the first fo the losé, but I hope you will not Srudge me Lhe
fPleasyre of associating yowy ngme with af Jeast the incefiion
of the experiment, and thanking you of he same time for the
many gifts of friendly encouragement and sbimulating objur-
galio which you kave bestowed ufon

Yours sincerely,
! GILEERT MUIRRAY,
Fanuary 7900,



DRAMATIS PERSONE

s hidng el
ANDROMACHE

HERMIOKE
MorLosaos
ALUIMEDON or ALCTMUR

(REETER

PyLADRA -

A T'nigaT oF THETIE

Two Mirps OF HEEMIONE

fon of dchilles ; Eing of Phihia.

Once wife of Heclor, Frinca af
Troy ; now plave to Pyrrkus.

Daughter of Helem, Queen of
Sparta; wifa to Pyrehus.

Child of Pyrrius ond Andro-
mache.

An old Captain of Achillas” Myr.
midors,

Son of Agowmernon, Hing of
Mycenm; now banizhed for
the sloying of fur mother,
Clytemaeaira.

A Prinee of DPhocis, friend &
Oregtes, 7

Certain Maidens, Myrmidons, Men-at- Arma,

The Action fakes place in Phthic, on the Srwthern borders of
Thesealy, about fifteen years after the Fall of Troy,






