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CHINA PROPER:

ITS SITUATION, DIVISION, GENERAL APPEARANCE, &e., &

CHINA jo ealled by the natives Chung-Kwo, Tha Flowery Nation, The Land of Sages,
The Region of Eternal Summer: the present fimily gave it the name of Ta-tsing-kwo,
The Empire of Great Purity; and Téen-chuou, or The Celestial Empire. Tt is sitnated
in eastern Aszin, and extends 18° from nocth o south, and nearly the same from esst to
west, lying between 20° to 47° W latitnde. It hee Asintic Russia on the N.W.; the
Pacific Qcean washes its Sounthern and Eastern shores ; and Mongolia, or the provinee
beyend the Great Wall, ealled by the Chinese Fong-t'hyen-fu on the north. The ewpire
contains 3,010,400 square miles, 1,208,000 of which forms China Proper; 640,000,000
weres of which are arable, The streats of their towna snd eifies wre very narrow; i is
possible, in many of them, by stretehing out the arms, to tonch ¢ither side with the fingers,

The name Chung-kwo, given to it by the natives, which signifies the middle kingdom,
arises from the iden they entertain of its heing the heart of the earth; and e particular
mountuin has been pointed out by them ap the navel of the earth: they euppose all other
nutions, states, bke., te be scattcred round it, like so many tributary provinces. Some
supposc, that the modern name of Cling is derived from the dynasty Chin or Tsin, The
Siamese, and the natives of Cochin China, areording 1o the peculiaritics of their alphabst
or habits of pronunciation, call it Cin {pronounced Chin or Tsin); and from the proximity
of those two nations to Ching, it is considered very probable, that the modern name was
derived from them. The Hindoos pronounce it Thin, the Araba Bin—a difference which
explaing why we find that in the ancient geographera the eity of Thine was elways in
the interior, while the Sin® were towards the sea: it may be said that they were con-
versant with Sinie, or Thine, they knew nothing of China Proper, and but little of what
we call Cambodia and Cochin China,

It was, in the reign of the emperor Kien-lang, divided into fifteen provinces; the three
larger have, of late, heen subdivided end made into six, making the total number eighteen;
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2 HIRTORY OF CHINA.

they are as follows: 1. Pe-che-li, containing the present capital of the celestial em-
pire, 2. Shan-tong, 3. Bhen-si, 4. Gun-hoey, 5. Ho-nan, 8. Bhen-si, 7. Tche-kyaug,
8. Kyang-si, 9. Hoo-nan, 10. Sedchuen, 11. Fo-kyen, 12. Can-ton, 13. Quang-si,
14. Koe-tcheou, 15, ¥un-nan, 16, Keang-s00, 17. Hoo-pih, 18. Ken-so.

The subdivided provinces were—Kyang-nam, into Keang-zo and Gan-hoey; Hoo-
kwang, into Hoo-nan and Hoo-pib; Shen-se; cxtended westward, and called Kan-so.
The provinces ure divided into Foos, Choon, Tiens, and Hiens, which are almost synony-
mous with our eounties, shires, districts, &e.

The appearance of the countty is extremely vericus; ond Mr, Barrow, who accompa-
nied the embassy of Lord Macartney, states, that « between ihe cepital and Canton, a
Jitance of 1200 miles internal navigntion, with bui one short interruption, the traveller
will chgerve every variety of surface, but disposed in a very remarkable manuer in great
massos, For many days he will see nothing but one aniform, extended plain, withont the
smalloat variety; again for as many days he will be hemmed in between precipitons moum-
tains of the seme naked character, and a9 unvaried in their appearance as the plains; and,
Instly, ten or twelve duys” sail among lekes, swamps, and morasees, will completa the
catalogne of monotonous uniformity. ‘Fhere is & constant sucosesion of large villages,
towns, and cities, with high walls, mors lofty paies, and still loftier pagodas; largs navi-
gable rivers, communicating by arfificial ¢anals, both crowded with barges for prasengers
and harks for burden, as different from each other, io every river and every canal, as they
are all different from any thing of the kind in the reat of the world.” Neither trees nor
hedges are to he seen throughout the country.

RIVERS, MOUNTAINS, &e.

Tae rivers of China are many, and deserve attention. The two principal are the
Yeng-tse-kyang, or the Blue River, and the Hoang-ho, or Yellow River. The Blue
river rises about 200 miles W, of the Hoang-ho, then traverses a vaet cireuit to the south,
and enters the province of Se-tcheun. Tt then winds N. E., collecting the waters of
several tributary atreams; and on reaching Hoo-pih, a province abounding with lakes, it
in incressed by the waters of Lake Tong-ting-ho; and is, in fact, the drain of all the lake
country: it falla into the gulf of Teong-ming, 120 miles below Nan-king.

The Hoang-ho Bows in an opposite direction, having its source in the table-land of
Tibet, It enters China at the N, W. extremity, in the provincs of Kiau-suh, which it

.
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pesses throngh, as also that of Ho-nan, where it is joined by the Huei-ho river. 1t then
enters the provinee of Keang-tsub, where it is erossed by the imperist canal, at about fifty
miles from its mounth, when it reaches the Yellow or Eastern sea.

These two rivers, upwands of 3000 miles i length, have tributary steeams, equal in
size to some of the largest in Europe. The leks Ton-ting-ho, 220 miles in cireumference,
flows into the Yang-tse-kysng, sod is one of a chain extending N. and E., occupying a
great part of its basi. The next principal Inkes are the lake Po-yang, in the province of
Eyang-si, 100 mileg in circuit; and the lake Tal-hoo, 8. Naoking provines, which exhibita
some fine seenory, and is completely merronnded with hills. There sre many other lakes
of great extent, nearly all of which ehound with fish, which are caught (zenerally) by the
Chinese pelican, o bird trained for the purpose, and ﬁm:le to disgorge them by pressing
their throats, or by tying a piece of cord round them to prevent their ewallowing. There
are but two large rivers, the Hoan-king and the Pey-ho, that maintain ao entire inde-
pendence of them.

The mountaing ¢f China are extensive: the somthern chain rums from W. to E.
between the inland provinees of Koe-tcheon, Hoo-nan, Hoo-pih, Kyang-ei, and the mari-
time provinces—separated the basin of the Blue River from that of the Hon-kyang, which
descending from the mountaing of Yun-nan, flows cast—end, sfter a conrse of 750 miles,
falls into the gulf of Canton. They then turn te the N. E., separating the Blue river
from the gea. The province of Shan-tong i fult of isolated groups of mountains.
Shen-sé, to the W. of Pe-cheli, is full of monntaina that appear te belong to e chain
extending from the banks of the Amoor across Moogolia. The mountaims of the N. W.
do not consist so much of regular chains, as of & sucoession of table lands: in the W. of"
the provinee Be-choun a chain runs parallel with the Yellow river from 8. to N.
Central China mey, therefore, be compared to & vast basin, encircled by mountains that
shut it out from the rest of the world, the waters of which are collected by the Blue river.

T

CLIMATE, &e.

Tue varicties of olimate in Ching are very wide; and the difference is much incrensed
by the influence of the lofty mountsins of eentral Asia on the one hand, and of the ocean
on the other. At Canton the thermometer variss from 79° o 917 or 92°, during the
snmmer; while in the winter fires are used, and ice has been found of the thickness of the
4th of an inch; yet snow is scarcely or ever seen.
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The extremes of cold and heat are greater at Peking than st Madrid, though the
latter is more elevated and the latitude nearly the same. The climate of China is on the
whole, however, salubrious; and the people gre more free from complaints and diseases
than those of Eunropean nrations. Tlis may arise partly from their very abstemions habits,
which sre indeed pressed wpon them; the majority not being able to obtain any thing
beyond the commonest necesraries of [ife, and thesc are with diffienlty procured, the popu-
lation in some parts of the country being so dense. The coldest months are November,
December, and January; the warmest July, Auvgust, and Beptember: during the two
lniter montha, it is exceeding sickly and hot, the wind generally blowing from the west.
Chine is not unfrequently visited by hnrricanes, which by the natives are called Tay-fan:
they are extremely viclent, yet do not much damage, the inhabitants generally being pre-
pared for thent,

CHARACTER AND MANNERS GF THE INHABITANTS.

I the people of Chins may he seen an instasea of the ftal cffect of checking the free
development of the mind: here, s in India, every thing iz stationary. The Chinese of
the north differ much from their countrymen of the south. They have an almost square
head, thort and rather a flat nose; oblique eyes ave prominent featnres in them. They
are thought to approach nearcr 1o the Mongul fhan to any other race.  The inhabitants of
the north parteke more of the distingniehed bluntness, unstudied frankness of manners,
and ingenuousness of disposition, belonging to the Tartar warrior; and are less lively, acnte,
and intelligent than thosa of the south, who partake of move of the pennine chinese cha-
racter, which may be described as wslfisli, cold-blooded, and imhumane”” They are
mérked by an utter disregard to truth—denving or afirming & thing as it may snit
their purpose, with the most daring effrontery. Ther are the most artful, sly, idle, and
cowardly in existence. Mr. Gutzlaff, the missionary, states, I have seen, frequently,
the Chinese on board the ships eomposing their fleet, put to dismay by the sight of
mounted brass guns on board eur ships;”’ and the pirates, who infested the maritime
provinees a few years ago, could not be put dovn by the whole of the imperial fleet.

They examine their prisonere by torture, which consists mostly of two descriptions;
the first, which consists in placing the head of the eriminal between two flat pieces of
wood, which are pressed toward each other until their eyes start from their scckets ;—and
the second, which is performed by placing pieces of wood between the fingers and ancles,
which they eompress till the blood cozes from heneath the nails of the vietim.
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They plunder and cheat each other from the highest to the lowest; never allowing an
opportunity to escape, when detection may be avoided; for neither human suffering or life
are regarded by those in authority, when the infliction of the one, or the destruction of the
other, can be made subservient to the nequisition of wealth or power. They will enrich
themselves by the sequisition of their neighbours” property; and should 4hey be detected,
the punishment would be stayed, upon the payment of o certain sum : for, so corrupt are
the streams of justice, that even the punishment of desth may be compounded for. They
are wholly destitute of shame; snd when punishments are inflicted, the pain with which
they are accompanied is all that ia regrarded.

They sre hypocriticslly polite to cach other, striving who can make the Jowest
oheisance, aecompanying their visitors even to their seduns: and to contradict a guest,
however improbable the thing mny be he is stating, would b an unpardoneble breach of
etiquetts, Upon meking a visit, they remain at the door of the residence, until the list of
their pedigree, rank, titles, &e., is inspected, which is presented e private eards are in
Xnglimd, and iz sometimes nearly two foet long. Tea is then sorved by the master of
the ceremonies, which each guest for himself ponrs water upon: this done, the master of
the ceremonies kneels, and prosiraten himaelf once, which is alve returned by the guests:
having drank the tea, the attendanta come up in front, knock heads once, and retive: this,
with sweetmeats, and varions small didies of eatahles, (some of which resemble those of
the French,) served at intervals, constitute the feast, which is sometimes prolonged mntil 2
very late hour, When the guests leave, they knesl snd lknock hends once, which is
returned by the hoet: having risen from their knecs, the puests are aceompanied to the fool
of the steps by the hest, and to the oniside of the yrate by the mester of the coremonies.
Theatrical performers are to be met with in the houses of the grest, who generally
know by heart from fifty to sixty diffarent pieces, any of which they can rehearse at
pleasure: their clownish feats comsist principally in turning summersets ;—some are
particularly elever, turning round with great velocity : they have music sometimes, at
their great feasts, the notes of which may be compared to an orchestra tuning their
instruments.

The lower orders have neither chairs nor stools, but sit resting upon their heels;
their houses are miserably furnished ;—a few jurs and basing, with an iron pot for their
rice, and a portable stove, constitute their chief articles of furniture. They live on every
thing that can be masticated : doge and cats, and, in default of these, rats, snakes, and
cockroaches. The starving peasant will eat animals that bave died of disease, which they
pick up in the streets or in the rivers: and even the bodies of these who have been pub-
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licly executed have been left to be eatenz and when famines have occurred, human flesh
has been sold in the markets, Of animals they eat every thing io fuct, from the hide to
the entrails. Their habitationa are ymalll, copsisting of but one story ; & room of ten feet
square is quite sufficient for o family of six grown-up peopls, to eat, work, and sleep in :
extravagance is at il times avoided.

Their treatment of the women iz barbarons, and cruel in the exireme. Men have
been seen driving their wives at the plongh like beasts: they will sit and smoke all
day long, while their wives are toiling for their subsistence ; and were it not for this un-
feeling conduet en the part of their hushaads, they would bo compelled to stay in-doors,
it may he for years, without ever stirring abrond, like their more opulent countrywomen—
the victime of jealonsy. The women of Ching are club-footed, and in walking throw
themselvea forward, resting npon their heols, or supporting themsaelves upon two sticks.
Their feet and ancles are, when very young, bonnd tightly round with ligatures, with the
40es turned inward uné] they grow into the soles of the feet: the ancle-bones become much
enlarged, and the fleeh not unfrequenily grows over the shoe (which is nct sbove four
inches either way), asd completely baries it.

The great moral gin of the Chinese i that of infanticide. The parent ia the lord or
master of his offepring, whom ke can sell or morder us he plesses: and as femaies are held
in contempt, the female infant is gonerally the victim of ity aruel fither, who generally
#tramgles it at its birth. Mr. Burrow observes, that *it iz a part of the duty of the police
to go their rounds in the morning with the eart, 4 pick up the Heing a8 well a2 the dead
infints, which have been thrown vut during the preceding night; when they are carried
outside the city walls, and buried in one comuwn grave,” ' The Roman eatholic mission-
aries were daily at the grave, reecning those victims thet could be restored, for the purpose
-of training them up in the christian feith.” Dogs and spwing are let locse inte the streets
«of the oapital at an early hoar, before the police go their ronnds with the cart; and those
who reside on or wear the water throw their infants into it, with gourds tied round their
necks. This unnatnral crime is s0 common among them, that they perpetrate it without
any feeling, and even in a laughing mood. From thirty to forty thousands are supposed
o be thus destroyed annnally.

Buicide, lso, is notorionsly prevalent: gambling, vexatious litigation, and oppres-
#iom, in all ite varied forms, driving them to desperation. “Chur rulers,” aay they, * want
money, and care little about the means by which it is obtained, If you know this, you
know the principles and practice of our government.'”
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