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THE OLD ORDER CHANGETH

CHAPTER 1
OUR DEMOCRACY IN THE BEGINNING

ANy view of a going eoncern, like our American
democracy, inevitably must be a partial view, be-
cause it must be a fleeting one. The faets about
our democracy to-day obviously are not the facts
of yesterday, nor are they the facts of to-morrow,
The democracy in the United States which De
Tocqueville saw in the early part of the nineteenth
century is not the Ameriean democracy rising to
power in the twentieth century. Perhaps, indeed, we
did not have a democracy at all during the early
decades of the nineteenth eentury. Certainly that
democracy passed into the more typical republican
form of government during the middle and latter
decades of the century. And it seems likely that we
are about to revert {or progress, if vou would choose
that verb) from the republican form under which our
nation waxed fat and strong after the Civil War,
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to anotber formi —- & {orm participated in more
largely than ever before by the voter, a form more
zealous for the righve of the individual, and a form
more directly guided by the massez — government
““of the people, for the people, by the people.”
We are a different nation from that which De
Tocqueville saw when he visited us nearly one
hundred years ago. We have a different government,
though our Constitution has not been changed, fun-
damentally, from that of the government which he
saw. We live on a different economic basis than
that which sustained us in the twenties and thirties
of the last century. And our social orgapization
haz been improved since the days of the fathers of
the Republic,. A century ago our politicians
and statesmen dwelt apart from the people. Alex-
ander Hamilton longed for a House of Lords.
Fancy a statesman vearning for such an institution
now! The education of the masses was neglected.
Schooling was diffieult compared with the present
facility for obtaining education, Leaders seemed
to lead in that day. Now they trail at least a bien-
nium behind the people, Americans were isolated
and more or less queer when De Toequeville saw us.
The world iz a snug little community now, with opin-
ions about the inhabitants of Mars, The big house
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on the hill, of our prandfathers, to-dav iz duplicated,
where it is not vastly improved, all over the valley.
We, the ordinary run of people in these latter days,
enjoy comforts that were denied to the rich in Andrew
Jackson's day. Hours of labor are shortened for
those who work., The physical strain of the workers
also has been greatly relieved in the passing century.
The attitude of master and servant has been revo-
lutionized. Brotherhood iz sbroad i the land.
There has been an immense magnifying of the human
being, since Hamilton's time; and this too despite the
fact that all the little home factories are gone where
men and women worked alone, and in their places are
the great factories where men work by the thousands.
But the worker by the thousands has the power of the
sympathy of the thouzands behind him. Hemay not
be treated with contumely. In the old demoeracy
of Jefferson's dream God sat on a golden throne on
some distant orb, ruling the universe like an exalted
Frederick the Great. To-day God is moving in the
hearts of men; the kingdom of Heaven is within us.
Yet De Tocqueville ealled that elder eivilization a de-
moceracy.  And to-day we believe that we are coming
into another democracy. The two — politieally, eco-
nomically, and socially — are almost utterly dissim-
lar.  Something has intervened, Something has



