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TO THE
CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE SHEFFIELD

BECHOOL BOARD.

8m Jomw BRrowx AND GENTLEMEN,

Having, in accordance with yonr instructions, visited & mirodustory
large mumber of public schools in vearious Biates on the
Continent, it is due from me that I should now give some
acconnt of the information I have gathered relating to the
work in which you are so deeply interested.

My task was undertaken with much diffidence, and I am
conseions of many short-comings. The difficulty of dealing
with so large s field of enquiry in the limited epace of timoe
allotted to my journey was of itself great. The amount of
travelling involved rendered it impossible for me fo stay long
al any one point, and it became sbsolutely neceseary that
forther than gaining a general knowledge of the working of
the school systems under review, I shounld chiefly confine my
attention to those branches of the enquiry more immediately
falling within my own provines,

At the outset it iz my duty to acknowledge my indebted-
ness to A. J. Mundells, Esq.,, M.P., for having, throngh
Lord Enfield, obtained for me letters of introduction from
Earl Granville, which were of very great service in each
of the countries visited. My acknowledgments are also -~
epecially due to Dr. Goeist (Reetor Magnificus of the Uni-
vergity of Berlin, and Member of the Reichstag and of the
Abgeordnetenhaus), to Dr. Wiese (Minister in Charge of
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Affaira relating to the Higher Schools of Prussis), to Dr.
Grerber (of the Ministerium des Cultus, Baxony), to the
Minister of Edueation for Austris, to Monsienr Cerscol
(President of the Swiss Confederation), and to Monsiear
Behiées (Viee-Chaneellor of the Bwiss Confederation). From
Lord Odo Russell, 8ir A. Buchanan, A. G, Bonar, Esq., and
others of Her Majesty's representatives, I received the utmost
courtesy ; whilst to H. M. Felkin, Esq. (of Chemnitz), Dr.
Bornemann (of Dresden), Herr Ernst Thne (of Berlin), and
Profeseor Wienzierl (of the 8t. Anna Stadt Normal School,
Vienna), I am also indebted for much kind assistance.

ot Mg ~ Although my prineipal object wag to aseertain as far as
practieable what points of exeellence in the Continental sehool
system could be with advantage introduced in the Elementary
Bchools established and controlled under the English Ele-
mentary Education Act of 1870, I found it not only useful
but absolutely essential to the susecss of my mission to see
gehools of all grades,—indeed it scemed clear that it waa in
the secondary and highor schooly that the best hintg 28 to
school arrangement and edueational appliances were fo
gathered. :

Coantrien In Prusgis, Ssxony, Bavaria, Austris, and Bwitzerland,
excellent opportunities were afforded of visiting what may
be termed typical schools of every class. In Holland and
Belgium I have also scen schools of variows grades. My
timo in France was too limited to admit of the visitation of
echools.

It will not bo necessary to give anything like a detailed
aecount of all the schools visited, bat it may be desirable to
pecify some, rather by way of illustration than with sny view
of setting them up a8 preciscly tho best cxamples of their class,
though, as a rule, I was enabled to select for visitation the
very best schools in each of the distriets.

The Sohouls I am not sufficiently versed in the science of ** pedagogy ™
to enter at any length into that portion of the subject, nor did
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time permit of my making more than very general and meagre
enqguiry in that direetion; bot it would be imposaible to visit,
however hurriedly, the schools of central Europe, without
being impressed with the manifest thoroughness of the work
done and with the evident aptitude of the teachers engaged.
It will be obvious that there are many matters of detail
eonnected with the subjecta tonched upon which must necessa-
rily be omitted in order to confine a report within reasonable
limita ; but I trust numerous valoable hints derived during
the journoy, though unrecorded in the following notes, may
nevertheless be of nee in the service of the Board.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obodient servant,

JRO. F. MO083,
Clerk of the Board.

98nd May, 187B.
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Germaxy natnrally claime firgt attention in any attempt
to point out the exzcellencies characteristic of the warious
school systems of Continental Europe.

No one needs to be told that in Germany education is
compulsory. The laws on the sabject are varied in differant
Btates, and the power of compelling the attendance of children
at sehool is not exercised untformly.

Buot something more hag been achieved than the mere
efficient working of compulsion. The duty of parents to attend
to the edueation of their children has been thorenghly instilled
into the minds of the people. In Prussia, people langh at
the ides of boing compelled to send their children to schoal,
becanse searcely anyone thinks of disregarding what he knows
to be & primary doty. MNegligent parents are happily rare
exceptions in at lgsst the more important eommonities.
Active intelligent citizens are to be met with in Saxony who
would have diffienlty in giving you the mercet notion of the
working of & compulsory aystem of education, because they
have never seen compulsion spplied.

I have been astomished, on looking at registers of school
attendance in some of the common schools, to note how fow
cases of absentesiam, without reasonable exeuse, are recorded.
One of the directors of a public elementary school in a popu-,
lous manufactaring distriet, assured me that out of 2,500
scholars scarcely 8 score were away withont proper ressons
having been given, and he shewed me large folio pages of the
olugs registera with less than a dozen absences marked for
which sufficient exenees had not been furnished., One instance
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was given in which a boy had only been sbsent ten times
during the whole of the eight years of his school careet.

In Berlin, however, I visited a large ** Gemeinde schuls,” Absniesism
where out of 900 girls nearly 50 on the average absented fi=i= Be~
themselves from the girls’ department 3 days out of the 6 in
the week, and ont of this number 25 were ofien on the
delinquent list. The explanation given by the teacher was
that they were the older girls, who were much wented to assist

their mothers in honsehold dutiea. In the boys' department
' the proportion of irregular scholars did not seem so great.
In this case it should be mentioned the school has not been
long established, and the steady enforcement of the law im
leading to & gradual diminution of absenteeism. An aversge
sttendance of 95 per cent. seems salmost ineredible in
England; yet it is not nncommon to find such resmlts
recorded in Germsu schools. .

The methods of dealing with delinquonts are diversified, oo o1
and the penalties inflisted mpon negligent parents seem to be simanes
generally heavier than are provided for in England. The
fine is nsually doubled for a second offemce, and a third
convickion is in some States followed with imprisonment.
Happily esuch extreme measures sre seldom rendersd
DECoRsary.

The police in many of the communes are entrusted with 5.,
the duty of enforeing the sitendance of children at school *™*™
during the prescribed periods; but msually eomplaints of
negleet must in the first instance come from the school
director or teacher, and only when his remonstrances or
warnings prove unaveiling are other measures resorted to.

An officer called & “ Bchool Messenger,” who is required
to be & man of tact and judgment, is attached to each of the
large schools in Baxony, His duty is to loock up abseutees
snd report to the Director, who, if he deems it necessary,
sends for the parent and administers a caution, which generally
proves sufficient. But if a parent shows a disposition to evade



