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INTRODUCTION.

.::' a work issued anonymously by one of the

*W first publishing houses in London, with the
title of “No [iction,” originally sent out in two 8vo,
volumes. Its construction and style being clever and
fascinating, it assisted in the chershing of what the
old Puntan Fathers would say “did not mmister to
serious godliness,” for it rested solely for its success
vpon undiluted fiction.  This kind of wnting has not
dimimshed as the age of the world has advanced, for,
notwithstanding the realms of truth and beauty are
mexhaustible to haman investigation, we have amongst
us the religiously tmaginative, who think they can
allure the wayward tendency of men, who neglect the
weighty interests of eternity, to the paths of faith and
obedience, by highly wrought descriptions of whal
they believe might occur, under the garb of what they
would have the world to believe has really been
practically exhibited in the history of persons who
have existed only in their imaginations.




vi INTRODUCTION.

In the following pages the main facts are interwoven
with the early history of the Methodist Church in
Canada. Some of the parties who are placed before
the reader will be easily recognized, as men of
distinctive physical individeality are known at sight
by a few strokes of the artist's pencil; others may
require thought and enquiry; but as the landscape to
be attractive must be varied and most remote from
monaotony, so we have in this intellectual and spiritual
scenery, something to awaken emotions of pleasure,
and to convey lessons of wisdom. The opinions and
inferences of the writer are fairly open to criticism,
but in the racy narratives which are presented to the
reader there is nothing

“More strange than true.”

By these vividly drawn pictures we are carried
back to the wilderness, with its log house and limited
clearings- the gathering of “ neighbors™ from many
miles apart—the simple and open-hearted hospitality
of early settlers—the “ great day of the feast,” when
the Presiding Elder as a true Apostolic Bishop
conducted the devotional services, embracing the
prayer meeting, love feast, public worship, and
sacraments, joined by as many *“rank and file™ of all
true Methodist workers and peoplé within reach of the
“ Quarterly Meeting,” and perusing the history of the
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disabilities under which many of them labored, we are
induced to admire the fervor of their piety, and the
bright examples placed before us for imitation.

An author who has spent a long and observant life
in the Methodist itinerancy--whose literary productions
have been of essential service to the Church in
Canada—whose high reputation places him beyond
the suspicion of intentional wmisstatement, may
ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ&l‘lﬂ}rlprﬂﬁﬂnt his remembrances of former days
with the anticipation of a general reception,

Oakwood Hill, Davenport, Ont.,

May 29th, 1870,
Being the end of the otk year of the ardination of

ENOCH WOOD.



