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Anr, IV — Our Country — Its Peril — Ttz Deliverance,

[ Tur deirir oF Axarciy: lis Rise— Progress — Present State
— Nuture — Tendency.

II. Grouvsps or Hork axp ErronT: Statement of the Faots,
Prinviples, and Considerations, on which the Preservation of the
Union depends,

[TI. Nrecno Spaveny: As the Cauze or Oceesion of Hedition, Anar-
chy, and Revolution — Considered in the light of our Civil und
Political Institutions, —af the Luw of Naturs,—and of the

Word of God.
IV, Amicasie Serriement: Statement of the Case — Relation of

the North gnd the South to the Rendition of Fugitive Blaves, and
to Blavery in the Territories, — Ilights and Duties of both Parties,
— Awmicuble Settlement a2 Simple and Fouitable, sa it i3 Wise
and Patriotic,

V. Tes Decrnive ov Corrcrow: Tte Abuse— Nuture — Relation
ta the actual State of Affairs — The Power, Duty, and Responsi-
bility of the (teneral Government.

I 1. What we propose is, firsf, to make such a statement of
the condition of affairs as may be of use to upright men, in en-
abling them to determine what ought to be attempted, and what can
be accomplished, in the way of preventing the ruin of their coun-
try; and, seeondly, to make clear to all men, the position of o vast
party in this eonntry, who desire and who deserve, in all possible
events, to be understood by posterity—and who, even if' their
principles are now overborne and their counsels ave now rejected,
may, if thoy arve faithful to themeselves, retrieve from the wreck of
their country, whatever survives when the peried of exhaustion
shall come upon its destructive madness.

2. There is no lesson which the umiversal course of human
affairs teaches so thoroughly, as their own instability. And yet
there is no lesson so hard for men to learn; ne lesson so preg-
nant of results, and so little heeded. How faithful ought men to
he when overtaken by defeat and adversity —if they would eon-
sider that defeat and sdversity, with courage and wisdom, are a
preparation for triumph? How just and forbearing ought men
to be in the midst of power and prosperity, if they would consider
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that power and prosperity, in the degree that they are corrupt,
make the road to degtruction broad and sure? And how immensze,
how unexpeeted, how effectual are the resources of God, in the
accomplishment of what he ovdains te be results of hwman
conduct

3. Look at the setnal position of public affairs thronghout this
great nation — consider whither they are tending — consider
whenee that tendency has arisen — consider by what means it is
propagating itself: and then reflect upon the nnexpected and ex-
traordinary means by which ruin is overtaking every interest and
hope of the country — and npon the absolute completences of the
ruin, when these means shall have worked their fall effect. Ina
state of security apparently perfeet, and of prosperity apparently
complete —a small and fierce party, scattered throngh some of
the Northern Btates, commenced a systematic and persistent agi-
tation connected with the Black Race on this continent; and in
the heart of their gystem lay this idea, that laws and institutions
and rights and duties and interests of every deseription, ought to
give way, if there was need of it, to the accomplishment of their
designs. In the progress of time and events, and the ruin of
political parties, this fundamental idea — which is the essence of
lawlessness ond annrchy — attaches itself in the public mind of
some of the Northern States, to that particular aspect of the ques-
tion of the Black Race which relates to the obligation, under the
Foderal Constitution, of delivering fugitive slaves; and laws of
various kinds are passed, throwing the weight of State authority
against the obligation of the very highest national law. And so the
iden and process of disintegration, as the tendency to lawlessness
and anarchy strengthens, has thus rigen from the condition of a
fanaticism, to the dignity of a principle recognized by States
and asserted in laws, Asif to warn men of the breadth of the
ruin involved in this tendency, and to mark the extremity of the
peril ariging from its connection with the question of the Black
Race, one of the slave Btates had already, under a similar, but
divectly opposite tendency, formally asserted its right, not ouly
to obstruct the execution of the laws of the United States, but
to nullify them absolutely, and upon its own sele and sovereign
discretion ; so that the spirit of lawlessness and anarchy, in its
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absolute and universal tendency to disintegrate all things — moved,
though not first, yet more rapidly snd by more decisive acts, at
the South than at the North.

4. Onee more in the progress of time and events, and the rain
of politicel parties — the whole nation finds itself arrayed, in the
lagt Presidential election, into two opposite parties, (of which the
defeated one is mad enough to sub-divide itself into three }; and
this same question of the Black Race, both in the zspeet of the
rendition of fagitive slaves, and in the aspect of slavery in the
Territories — and these same questions of supreme law and of law-
lessness ag connectod therewith —mounting to the highest national
importance, and apparently swallowing up all other questions, are
resolved, so far as that eleetion eould resolve them. Bat the solu-
tion i every way remarkable. For while Mr. Lincoln is elected
President — the majority of the nation is so deeidedly against him,
that he would have been beaten if the power of Congrees to ereate
uniform electoral districts had ever been exercised; nay, would
have been heaten under the existing eystem, if all opposed to him
had been allowed by the corruption or folly of parties to unite on
one opponent. Moreover the solution is further remarkable, in
this, that both Houses of Congress, and, as is alleged, the Supreme
Court of the United States, held his most dangerous opinions to
be uneonstitutional : and it is still further remarkable in this, that
Mr. Lincoln himself, while representing the Northern section of
the anarehical tendeney of the times, is known to repndiate the
original principle of thet faction concerning the rendition of
fugitive glaves, —and is by universal conzent, even of his eandid
opponents, an able, honest, and patriotic man. At the end of
thirty years of working of the spirit we have heen tracing, a
decisive event had thus put the country in a posture where it
would clesrly appear whether the hereditary law-abiding spirit of
our race remained, the great prop and safegnard of all our insti-
tutions; or whether the spirit of anarchy, already so signally
manifested at hoth extremities of the nation, had so far poisoned
the national life of our race at its fountain, that the time had
come for one of those great explosions of human passion which
fill g0 many melanchaly pages in the history of our race.

6. It is not easy to conjecture, and it is impossible to say with
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certainty, what would have occurred if the late presidential eloe-
tion had terminated differently from what it did, —in any one of
the various ways in which a different termination was possible,
This far we may now epeak with ecrtainty, that in some form or
other, the spirit of turbulent fanaticism which had pervaded the
States of the extreme North so long nnd so decply, would not
without a miracle, such as history docs not veeord, have been al-
layed or composed under any defeat that was possible, in the
state of national partics as they are now known to have existed
at that time, For there was this fatal element, long concealed —
not generally believed —but openly avowed since the secession
of South Carolina— that secession, a3 the final and deliberate
choice of the extreme Bouth, was the point to which political
opinion had been long and carefully trained, and politieal partics
long and singly divected. This fatal training, added to the widely
diffused spirit of anarehy, smarting under a defeat equally signal
and nnnecessary, and stimulated by considerations of the very
highest importance commected with the question of the Black Race
in every aspect of that question — produced the npparently sud-
den revolution which has already, when these pages are written,
led the six cotton States (South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida,
Alabama, Georgia and Louisiana) to pass separate acts of seces-
sion from the United States of Ameriea. Ilere then is the con-
swnmation of 1his spirit of lawlessness and anarchy, working as
we have already said it universally works, unto the disintegration
—the moreelment of all things ; —the consummation of it, so far
a8 to embrace all the States producing cotton, sngar, and Tice, as
their great staples. What is next to be determined is, the fite
of the mixed slave States — those divided between farming and
planting, ( North Carclina, Tennessee, Arkansas, and Texas): and
then the fate of the border slave States, { Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri): and then, we fhay confidently
add, the fate of the nation. Whatever, in the meantime, it is of
the last importance to bear in mind, shall be the conduct of the
whale of the free States, and especially of the border free States
( New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Tinois, and Towa ),
may be decizive alike of their own fate, and of that of all the
rest, and of {he nation itself for many generations,



1861.] OUR COUNTRY. 7

6. Ts it possible for any thoughtfal person to suppose, that this
spirit of reckless disregard of all existing institutions, has already
accomplished all the resslts of which it is capable? What shall
prevent it from swallowing up all the remaining slave States?
What shall, after that is accomplished, prevent a eounter-revola-
tion in every one of those slave States? What shall prevent its
taking some new direction with still more vehement force, through-
out the whole North? What shall prevent a counter-revelution
in every Northern State? And who can venture to hope, that a
spivit which everywhere tramples nnder foot those institutions
which everywhere have been estoemed most sacred, and every-
where despises the most vencrable and the most cherished tradi-
tions of our eountry and our race ; will finally slake its thirst in
any thing but human blood, or fail to assuage its insatiable rapa-
city by universal plunder? Camnot even the blind see, that
when laws are violated in the name of morelity and ovder, and
constitutions are set at nowght in the name of liberty and sceuri-
ty, and revolutions are accomplished by terror and conducted
under the gnidance of irresistible fanaticizm; that there can be
no result to such o career, as long as it has way, but the destrue-
tion of everything that human governments are instituted to
protect; and that at every step of the carcer, the overthraw of
every salutary power and the disintegration of every healthful
force of society, more and more confivms the existence and the
reign of universal anorehy T It is as if God should destroy every
principle of cohesion in the physical universe, and leave every
geparate foree in it working to the destruction of all things. It
is as if he should destroy every idea of subjection in the moral
universe, and leave the passions of men to work out all the horrors
of an infinite disorder. It is as the steady working of oumipo-
tent force, unto the production of universul helplesspess. Tt g,
when it shall pervade the carth, the realization of the conjectures
of those who expound the divine predictions coneerning the con-
dition in which The Som of Man will find all nations at his second
coming — the universal reign of lawlessness after the universal dis-
integration of every element capable of restraining it. What we
pay is — not that these results arc inevitable : God forbid ! Butwe
do say they ave natural — they are imminent — they arve far more
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to be apprehended, than what has already cceurred, both in the
North and in the SBouth, was to be apprehended thirty years ago.
And we may say theae things with a greater confidence of an in-
sight of the terrible futare, and a more eager beseeching of our
generation to beware; sinee during more than thirty years we
have not ecased to 1ifi up an unheeded testimony, both against
the prineiples and the proceedings, both at the North and at the
Sonth — whose frightful results the country is now beginning to
realize,

IL 1. Let us now seek, amidst this chaos, for some ground of
Lope and effort. Throughout the eighteen free Biates, society is
supposed to be under the contrel of the Republican party. As
indicated hy the presidential election in November last, it may be
eonceded that the majority in all those States, did a6 that time,
believe the election of Mr. Lincoln to the Presidency, to be the
best of the alternatives then offered to their choice; and it may
Le further conceded, thomgh it iz not strietly scournte, that, at
present, the loeal political and military power, in all those Btates,
is in the hands of the Republican party. But it is also true that
& minority in these States, numerically almost ss large as the
entire voting population of the fifteen slave States, voted against
Mr. Lineoln —and are thoroughly opposed to the distinetive
principles of the Republican party. It is also undeniable that a
very large number of those who voted for Mr, Lincoln, are far
more Whigs or Americans than they are Republicans: — and it
is equally certain that o very large number of the Republican
party itself, strictly speaking, ave putriotic men, who, while they
preferred the suceess of their party to the success of any other
party, prefer the peace, the prosperity, and the security of their
country above anything that eould be obtained by the triumph of
their party. If any political result in the future, therefore, can
be eomsidered certain, it is certaim, that a revohrfion in opinion,
more or less decided, will manifest itsclf throughout the free
Rtates, whenever the issue is clearly put to them between their
country and any political party. And it is equally certain, that
whatever party shall hurry those States, by whatever means, into
the horrors of eivil war, and the anguish of that impending anar-
chy of whieh we have speken; will perish by o counter-revolu-



