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INTRODUCTION.

Toe rcaders of owr Library are greatly indebted to Sir
George Young for his kindness in presenting them with this
first collected edition of the prose writings of his uncle,
Winthrop Mackworth Praed. He little knows the charm
of the bright regions of Literature who cannot yield
himself to Mull enjoyment of their infinite wvarety, As
we pass from book to book, it is a long leap from
Furipides to the brilliant young Etonian who brought
all the grace of happy youth into such work as we have
here. Happy the old who can grow young again with
this book in their hands. If we all came into the world
mature, and there were no childhood and youth about us,
what a dull world it would be! Any book is a prize
that Lrings the fresh and cheerful woice of youth into
the region of true Literature. Of Praed's work in this way
none can speak Dbetter than Sir George Young in his
I'reface.

Of his life, these are a few dry facts. He was born in
1802, lost his mother early, and went to Eton at the age of
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twelve. He was still at Eton when, at the age of eighteen,
m r8z0, he and his friend Walter lount edited the
Ltoedan, which began its course in October 1820 and
ended in July 1521, In the following October Praed went
to Trinity College, Cambridee, where he obtained a Fellow-
ship. He obtained medals for Greek odes and epigrams,
a medal for English verse, and he was still full of the
old grace of playfulness. He was called to the Bar
1ézg. An elder sister died in 1830, and s love for her
1s shown in tender touches of his later verse. The rers dle
sovtétd which he wrote, and which no man wrote better than
Praed, retain their charm because their playfulness is on the
surface of a manly earnest nature, from the depth of which
a tone now and then rises that comes straight into our hearts.
Praed was in Parliament from November 1830 until after the
passing of the Reform Bill, and again in 1834, when he was
Secretary to the Board of Control under Sir Robert Peel.
His father died in 1835 ; in the same year Praed married ;
and in July 1839 he died, aged thirty-seven.
H. AL

Cietaber 1887,



PREFACE.

THE prose pleces of Winthrop Mackworth Praed have never
before been presented in a collected form, They are
worthy of preservation, in a degree hardly less than his
verse; thoogh by the latter he has hitherto been best
known, and will probably be longest remembered. At the
time when the high quality of his literary work obtained
for the Efonfan the honour, unprecedented in the case
of a schoul magazine, of a complimentary notice in the
Quarterly Review, it was to the merit of his prose, as much
as to that of his poetry, that attention was called by the
reviewer. It i= not, however, as the phenomenally
precocious work of a schoolboy that these papers have
been thought worthy of reproduction in the Usxrversan
Lasrary. The circumstance that they were, most of them,
written at Eton, is only to be accounted of as adding to
their interest, by giving the reader a point of view from
which to sympathize with the writer's humour. It would,
however, be a mistake to consider the senior Etonian of
1820 as corrgsponding to any reasomable description of
what is generally denoted by the word “schoclboy.” At
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the age of eighteen or nineteen, when his grandfathers had
already taken their first degrees, subjected to a discipline
as light as that of a modern University, more free to study
in the way the spirit moved him, or not to study at all, than
the undergraduate of a “ good™ college now, the puml of
Goodall, Keate, or Plumptre was of a maturer sort than is
now to be found among the denizens of Sixth Forms. He
came between two ages in the history of ocur Public
Schools, in neither of which could such literary work as
here follows have been produced by a * schoolboy.” There
preceded him the age in which a youth went early to the
University, and early into life. There has followed the day
in which “boys" al school, when no longer boys, but men
in years, are held fast by discipline to boyish studies, or at
any rate to boyish amusements. The circumstance that a
few individuals, of great and early matured literary gifis,
were assembled together under these conditions at a single
school, on two several occasions, in two successive gene-
rations, at an interval of about thirty years, operated to
enrich English Literature with two graceful and unique
volumes. Of the Mioowsm, the best pieces are dug to
Canning and Frere; in the ZEsomian, the share of Praed
surpasses and eclipses that of his contemporaries. From
his University friends, indeed, he derived powerful help;
there are a few lines of poetry, by William Sidney Walker,
better than any of his own; and there are a few pages of
prose, by Henry Nelson Coleridge, which are also better ;
but for sustained excellence, and for an energy and variety
in production, truly extraordinary under the circumstances,
Praed, and Praed only, is the hero of the Efonfan ; the over
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prased and ambiticusly constructed cfforts of his friend
Moultrie not excepted.

After Praed left Fron, bis bent led him to verse, rather
than te prose, as his appropriate vehicle of expression ; and
it was only occasicnally that he sent a prose contribution,
cither to Awight's Quarierly Magazine, or to the London
Magazine, or to the ephemeral pages of the Brasen Head.
Two speeches of his in Parliament were *reprinted by
request ;" but they seem to have owed this distinction
rather to the special interest, at the time, of their sulject-
matter, than to any exceptional finish in their literary form.
They were speeches in Committee on the Reform Bills of
1831 and 1832, the one on moving as an amendment what
was afterwards known as the © three-cornered constituency *
arrangement ; the other on moving, similarly, that frecholds
within the limits of boroughs should confer votes for the
boroush and not for the connty,  His partly versified squib,
“The Union Club,” in which he parodied the style and
matter of the principal speakers among Cambridge under-
graduates in 1822, has been included in this collection, for
the sake especially of the comical imitations of Lord
Macaulay and Lord Lytton. Tt was written, as Macaulay
Iimself informed me, * for Cookesley to recite at supper-
parties.” The Jate Rev. William Gifford Cookesley, long an
assistant master at Eton, who acted as Lord Beaconsfield's
cicerone when he came down to the spot to make studies
for ¥ Coningsby," is gratefully remembered by many of his
scholars for his genuine, if somewhat irregular, love of
literature, and for his hearty sympathy with boyish good-
fellowship. He was a contemporary of Praed’s both at



